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ONE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON 
FOR THE WORLD. 


BY THE REV. JOHN HALL, D.D. 
—=>* 


{A speech by the Rev. Dr. Hal!, of New York, 
member of the International Lesson Committee, 
delivered immediately afier the Report made by 
that Committee before the International Conven- 
tion at Baltimore, and phonographically reported 
exclusively for The Sunday-School Times } 

Y DEAR FELLOW-LABORERS: 
I feel inclined, in the beginning of 
the few remarks I have to make, to say 
nothing so much as this: “Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
F iy Ghost !”—to the Father of lights, 
w »>has given us this Bible; to the in- 
carnate Son, who is its substance; and to 
the holy, quickening Spirit, who gives it 
lite and power! God has led his people 
-to put honor upon his Word, and so to 
give honor to Him, and he has honored 
them who have honored Him, and his 
blessing has given the success of which 
we make joyful mention here, and for 
which devoutly and unitedly we render 
thanks to Him. 

Personally, I am deeply grateful to my 
brethren of the Sabbath-school work 
that they gave to me a place upon this 
Committee. We have had a continual 
communion when we have been brought 
together ; we have had a true love-feast. 
Our number did not differ materially 
from the number in the college of the 
Apostles, and undoubtedly Jesus Christ 
was in the midst of us many a time, for 
we felt his presence, and he brought to 
us light and peace, and we praise Him 
for it. 

An Inte:national Bond, 


There has been great blessing upon 
this work. If we look at it in its Inter- 
national aspects as unitirg the great 





it has been a blessing. This flag on my 
left hand (turning to the British flag) is 
of interest to me through many memories 
and associations; and this on my right 
hand (turning to the American flag) is 
of interest to me through admiration and 
love and gratitude; but they are both 
bound together in my thought by that 
which is in the midst (a large cross of 
evergreen, studded with flowers, upon a 
background on which were the words in 
illuminated letters, ‘God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the Cross of Jesus 
Christ our Lord”), which is the common 
possession of Great Britain and the 
United States, and the knowledge of 
which constitutes the grandest charm 
and mightiest element of power to both 
the one and the other. 

Was there not something prophetic, 
unconsciously prophetic, in our brethren 
in Canada, when they secured their con- 
federation, calling their grand and mag- 
nificent land—which they tell me has a 
greater area than the United States—by 
the name of the Dominion? At least so 
I thought last March, when having the 


opportunity to be in Ottawa in behalf of) 


the Bible Society, I enjoyed the hospi- 
tality of my brilliant and distinguished 
friend, Lord Dufferin, the Governor- 
General. Walking through his study, he 
showed me a beautiful littke map of 
Canada, decorated in very handsome 
style. Said he, “‘I selected from the 
Bible a motto, and I have written it over 
the map—here,” and he pointed to the 
text. “ Doyou notthink it is appropriate ? 
‘His dominion shall be from sea even to 
sea, and from the river even to the ends 
of the earth.’”” (Applause.) 


We have been brought nearer to our 
brethren on the other side of the ocean, 
of whom we still speak as the people of 
“The Mother Country ;” and if it should 
seem to some of the friends here to-night 
that we have done a great deal in the 
modification of the time of the Lessons 
for the year 1876, I hope they will be 
good enough to remember that just in 
the degree in which we seem to ourselves 
to make little sacrifices in that matter, in 
that same degree do we bind to ourselves 
the confidence, the affection and the es- 
teem, and I would even say, in a Chris- 
tian sense, the gratitude, of our cousins on 
the other side, who will not be slow to 
appreciate the magnanimity that occasion- 
ally sinks its own preference in view of 
the desires and the wishes of the brethren. 
(Applause. ) 

National Union Promoted. 


Iam inclined to think that the suc- 
cess God has given us in the national 





aspect of this work has been great enough 
in the past to inspire us with the utmost 
hope in relation to the future. From allu- 
sions that have been made upon this plat- 
form to-day, and made with such hearti- 
ness and good feeling, we cannot keep our- 
selves from recalling the fact that there 
have been sectional differences in the 
constituent elements of this great nation. 
I was not in this land when the issues 
between the North and South were sub- 
mitted to the dread arbitrament of war, 
and so perhaps it may be permitted to 
me to speak a word that would not be s@ 
fitly spoken by those who in honest con- 
science had to take either side in that 
great national struggle. To suppose that 
there should be no hard memories would 
bechimerical. It would be to expect too 
much, The wonder to me is, dear breth- 
ren, that these memories have been mol- 
lified so greatly in so short a space of 
time. (Applause.) And now, when an 
e ~vmple of magnanimity, of generosity, of 

The Overcoming Power of Love 
is to be exhibited, shall we Christians 
leave it to the politicians, who sometimes 
are not even statesmen (laughter), shall 
we leave it to them to set the example? 
If a step is to be taken in advance on the 
heavenward way of forgiveness and for- 
getting—noble forgiveness and generous 
furgetting—I put it to you, my brethren, 
North and South, isn’t it by you, Chris- 
tians, that that example is to be set, and 
that step is to be taken? (Yes! Yes! and 
applause.) You Christians stand in 
thought under the Cross. Youstand un- 
der the droppings of the blood. You 
hear in the ear of your faith the prayer 
of the dying Mediator, “ Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do!” It 
is you, you, beloved Christians, that are 
toset this high example, and to show the 
North and the South, the East and the 
West what this people is to be—a nation 
knowing the Truth and living in love to- 
gether. (Applause.) All that has taken 
place in the pass encourages the hope 
that it will be so in a greater and yet 
greater degree in the time tocome, And 
for this also let us look unitedly and de- 
voutly to Him, who has the hearts of all 
men in his hands and who turneth them 
whithersoever He will. 

Helpers in the Scheme. 

I think it would not be right to fail to 
make mention here of the large help that 
we have derived, from a great variety of 
sources, in the attainment of the success 
that-has been reached, only a few of 
which there will be time to mention— 
help, I mean, that has come to us instru- 
mentally. We are greatly indebted to 
Sabbath-school superintendents and offi- 





cers and teachers, They have been very 
patient, very generous, very willing to 
believe the best of us. We have been 
grea'ly indebted to the various Christian 
Churches. Sometimes we have bad to 
balance difficulties and claims amongst 
these Churches, We set out as a Com- 
mittee—and here I do not reveal I am 
sure, improperly, the secrets of the Com- 
mittee—we set out upon the plan of hold- 
ing an attitude of the most dispassionate 
Impartiality 
as between the different Churches, 
however numerous and however respect- 
able. Sometimes it would have seemed 


’ to some of our brethren, as if it were bet- 


ter to turn aside a little to eonciliate a 

number of people in this or that direc- 

tion; but then, we said, that will bea 
basis of a request er a claim from some 
other side, so that we should only be em- 

barrassed and perhaps should lose as 

many friends as we would make. Besides, 
if the Churches in this or that direction 

have some particular truth that they wish 
to set forth, in many of the schools there 
is a second session on the Lord’s Day, and 
in that session they would have the op- 

portunity to introduce their Catechism, 

their peculiar creed, administration, ser- 

vice or observance With thie, their 

liberty, we do not wish to interfere, Our 
main business as representing the 
Churches in common is to put before them 
such a schedule of Lessons as will, under 

the blessing of God, contribute in the 
largest measure to make intelligent, 

broad-minded, earnest, capable, growing 
students of the Word of the living God. 
That has been our one aim. 

Now it would be a very absurd thing 
for us to say that we have made no mis- 
take, or for us to claim for ourselves any- 
thing like infallibility. Brethren, bear 
this in mind—we had no precedents, we 
had no examples. Nobody had gone 
before us on this magnificent career ; for 
it is true, literally as stated in that re- 

rt, that there never has been in the 

istory of Christendom an enterprise that 
aimed at anything so vast; and never an 
enterprise, I venture to say, where God 
in his providence and mercy bas so 
richly exceeded the hopes and trans- 
cended the expectations of those engaged 
in launching the undertaking. 

Obligations Acknowledged. 

We have been indebted in a very great 
degree, instrumentally, to the various 
great religious societies. I shall not 
specify one or another, lest I should seem 
to be invidious, I say of all these reli- 
gious societies, that they constitute no 
sinall part of the dignity and glory of 
this land. God bless every one of them! 
(Amen! and applause.) And I say it 
ali the more, because I know bow much 
effort they have made in many instances 
to enable them to co-operate with us, 
and carry this scheme to the issue that 
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has in God’s goodness been reached, 

We are indebted also in a very large 
degree to the brethren who manage the 
religious newspapers, and who have 

iven not only publicity to the scheme, 
ut ‘have given also their means to se- 
cure the very best talent and influence 
they could command to furnish exposi- 
tions of these Lessons from week to week 
for their readers. Now it would be very 





easy to say, “This thing became so pop- 
ular that it was to the interest of these 
publishers to do this.” I do not want 
to put itin that way. But in this way: 
God gave this undertaking favor in the 
eyes of all Christian people, and they 
have heartily joined together in carrying 
it on to the stage it has now reached. 
And 80 while we acknowledge their co- 
operation, we feel we may truly ask them 
to join with us in giving thanks to our 
common Lord and Father for the mea- 
sure of unity and harmony and success | 
it has pleased him to vouchsafe, 
A Pastor’s Testimony. } 
Personally, I have myself derived | 
great advantage from the study and the | 
teaching of these Lessons. I would not 
venture to intrude self into this matter 
if it were not meant to serve a public 
purpose in this connection. It is known 
to « number here that for some years 
now it has been my pleasant duty to 
give such notes, as I was able, upon the 
Lesson for the National Sunday-School 
Union, Many times when I had done 
the best I could to present these Lessons 
in a simple, logical, intelligible form, I 
have felt that I could get no better ser- 
mon to preach to my people than the 
sermon that I had thus made myself 
master of. There are some here who 
will not take it as a mistake when I say 
that the people to whom I minister, before 
I came among them, were people assolidly 
instructed in religious truth as any in the 
United States, They had sat under the 
ministry of Dr. Romeyn and Dr, James 
W. Alexander and Dr. Nathan Rice; 
and I do not disclose improperly the % 
secrets of the study when I say that some 
of the sermons that have secured the 
best attention, and, I think, have been 
productive of the best results, have been 
the substance of what I have been giving 
as notes for the instruction of the teach- 
ers, and helps for the children in these 
Sunday-school Lessons. And I tell you 
why. When we have put the truth in its 
simplest forms, and in the logical arrange- 
ment in which it is most easy to under- 
stand it, and particularly to remember it; 
and when we have brought it down to the 
very level of the child, then it is just the 
truth that fits the men and women on 
the average in our congregations ; many 
of whom have veed of nothing more 
than of this, that they may be made as 
little children that they may receive the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
es mag My brethren, we talk about 
making the Bible interesting. Let us 
allow the Bible to speak for itself and it 
will make itself interesting. (Applause. ) 
We wreathe the sword of the Spirit in 
such flowers as we can gather, and we dull 
its edge. Let us fling the flowers away 
and let the sharp sword cut, and it will 
cut its way to the attention, the interest, 
the conscience, the heart of the people; 
and it wounds that it may heal, it smites 
that it may bind up and restore. (Ap- 
plause. ) 
I know it would be an easy thing to 
say that you cannot possibly get a com- 
mon Lesson that will suit all classes and 
conditions of the pupils in a school. 
A good brother in Philadelphia once 
asked this memorable question on this 
matter: “ Did you ever see a good leg of 
mutton from which a hungry man could 
get a good satisfactory dinner, and yet 
that would not admit of being boiled 
down to a broth that would retresh and 
strengthen a sickly child?” (Applause.) 
The International Lesson God’s Work. 
When we speak of the future of this 
great undertaking, brethren, there is 
little to say, but this: It is God’s work. 
It is not ours, It is not the work of any 
International Convention, 
work of this Committee. It is the work | 
of the Lord. Personally, I have the 
fullest confidence that he will take care 
of it. Wedid not make this work; I 
very much doubt if we should be able to 
mar it. God will take care of it, for it 
honors His name, it magnifies His Word. 
It is, too, impossible for us to hide 
from ourselves the fact that He turned 
the attention of His people to*it just at 
a time when His people specially needed 




















It is not the | 


| up through the severe weather, 





it. I wonder if the thought has come to 


you that, as we now see, there was a 
special appropriateness that millions of 
the young in Great Britain and America 
should be turned to this at this time, 
Within three or four years past we have 
had most distinct and outspoken declara- 
tions from high and responsible quarters 
concerning scientific unbelief. The Bible 
has been attacked from the side of those 
who command the respect of their fellow 
men by their eminent scientific at- 
tainments. Now, what should we do? 
What should the Churches do? Begin 
and indoctrinate the boys and girlsin 
the Christian evidences? Instruct them 


in regard to disceveries in Syria, earry- | 


ing to them the Moabite stone, and ex- 
plaining how history verifies the Bible? 
All that is good, Weare glad to do all 
this under the proper circumstances. 
Christian people are not afraid to face 
the East! They give their money and 
send their men to explore the lands of 


| the Orient in the firm belief that the 


Home of the Bible will never disown 
that Book? But that is not our policy. 
Our policy is, in perfect confidence in 


| this Book, to take it and put it into the 


hands of the young people; to let them 
know it,—both the Old Testament and 
the New; and when they know it they 
are forewarned and forearmed against 
that scientificskepticism that is based to a 
very large degree, and I say it advisedly, 
upon ignorance of what is written down 
in the Word of God. Principal Dawson, 
whose name will command respect among 
scientific men, no less than among de- 
voted believers, has printed this state- 
ment, that in recent works two of the 
foremost men in the scientific world have 
ventured upon quotations from the Bible, 
and in both instances they showed that 
they didn’t understand at all the drift 
and the meaning of the very verse which 
they were bringing in to confirm their 
views and establish their opinion, (Ap- 
plause. ) 

The Committee as One Man, 


Now this concluding word I shall ven- 
ture to say to you. In the working out 
of this plan in the future there will no 
doubt be occasional difficulties that will 
have to be met and overcome. There 
have been some difficulties already. 
When gathered in Committee there have 
been at times a divergence of views about 
some particulars. Then they have had 
a calmstatement of the views. The 
Committee will bear me out in saying 
that in an overwhelming majority of 
cases, the result vf a careful statement 
and of prayer has been a thorough unity 
of conclusion. Brethren, what is our 
Christianity worth if it will not teach us 
large-hearted and broad-minded tolera- 
tion for our neighbors, and a generous 
allowance for those habits of thought 
and feeling that are the result in great 
measure of early training and edu- 
cation, and even of geographical situa- 
tion? ( Applause.) Occasional difficulties, 
then, must not, and I feel sure will not, 
deter us from the prosecution of this 
scheme in the future. 

A Lesson from a Lad. 

Shall I mention to you one instance, 
which will show how Christian people 
may grapple with and overcome difficul- 
ties? Week before last one of my cor- 
respondents about Sabbath-school work, 
whose letters give me great pleasure, 
mentioned to me this circumstance, which 
to his knowledge had occurred in a re- 
mote Northwestern district, where it has 
been excessively difficult to keep Sunday- 
schools in operation during the hard 
winter just closed, especially where those 
Sunday-schools were assembled in the 
dug-outs and sod-cabins, as in many 
cases they are on the North Platte. (And 
you who live on the borders of the Sunny 
South, embowered in flowers, have little 
conception of the fierceness with which 
the winds sweep over the prairies there in 
the winter.) In that North Platte district 
there was a small school, concerning 
which the adults had come to the con- 
clusion that it was impossible to keep it 
‘Lhe 
children were not of that mind. 
They came to the school. No super- 
intendent, no oflicer, no teacher, 
no adult was present. There they 
were without a leader. One of the older 
boys that had taken a great interest in 
the school determined to have school— 
to go through with it and make ,the best 
of it. One hymn they had learned by 
heart, and could sing without the book. 
They sang it. The boy then read a por- 
tion from the Bible—the Lesson for the 
day. He knew that it was customary 


. 











next to offer prayer. Here was a diffi- 
culty. The boy trembted-and grew psle. 
But he felt that it had to be done, so he 
said, with a faltering voice, “ Letuspray,” 
and began with “Our Father who a:t in 
heaven,”—and his voice choked, he 
broke down and cried, and the children 
cried with him. Then he gave expres- 
sion to one agonizing groan for help and 
finished the prayer as well as he gould. 
They went through the Lesson, sang an- 
other hymn that they knew and closed 
the sehool. The children went home 
and told their parents what they had 
done—how the boy cried and they could 
not help crying with him, and the pa- 
rents said, “If God has given us such 
children, it is a shame for us to leave 
them alone; we must keep that school 
in operation !” 

That is the spirit in which Christian 
men are to deal with difficulties, Our 
faces may blanch, and our voices may 
fail us, and our lips may tremble, and 
we may weep over our work, but oh! 
there is a blewping about sowing in tears. 
When we wait for God there is in that 
very circumstance a prophecy of help. 
His strength will be made perfect in our 
weakness. In that spirit, brothers, in 
that spirit let us prosecute this noble, 
this national—aye more, this interna- 
tional, aye more, this eminently Chris- 
tian work, and keep the youth of the 
Churches steadily, industriously, dili- 
gently, prayerfully upon the concerted 
study of God’s holy oracles! (Prolonged 
applause.) 





HOW TO SECURE MORE EFFI- 
CIENT CO-OPERATION WITH 
THE HOME. 


BY THE REV. JOHN H. VINCENT, D.D. 





fAn address given Wednesday Evening May12, 
1875, before the International Sunday-Scnool Con- 
vemion at Baltimére. and phonographically 1e- 
ported expressly for The Sunday-School Times. } 
CULTIVATED, godly man in the 
State of Connecticut, whose hospi- 
tality I was enjoying for a short time 
about ten years ago, said to me during 
the evening : “ I must tell you about the 
conversion to Christ of my oldest boy. It 
was while we were on a tour in Europe. 
We were spending a Sabbath day in 
one of the beautiful valleys of Switzer- 
land, On our way to the church we stop- 
ped ona little hillside overlooking the 
valley and rested for a time under the 
shade of a tree. It was a very beautiful 
day. The prospect was enchanting. As 
we were looking at it I said to my boy 
of sixteen years, ‘ My son, have you not 
thought that it is time for you to give 
your heart to Christ? His eyes filled 
with tears as he looked into my face and 
said, ‘Father, I have been thinking a 
great deal about it.’ ‘ My son, why would 
not to-day be a good time?’ ‘Father, I 
am willing.’ And kneeling down on the 
green grass under that cloudless sky, over- 
shadowed by those magnificent moun- 
tains, with that beautiful valley spread 
out before us we offered the dear boy to 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; and a sweet peace, 
the peace that comes to the believing 
soul, rested down upon his spirit. Since 
then my boy has been a faithful, consis- 
tent Christian.” I said to myself, as he 
told me the incident, how mighty is the 
influence of a godly father upon a son 
who respects him, respects his character, 
respects his Christian profession, when 
that father speaks direct, honest, reli- 
gious words to his boy and counsels him 
to come to Christ. And I said, too, how 
many fathers fail to bring the influence 
they have to bear upon their children, 
their growing boys; and I thought, as I 
think every time I hear of parental influ- 
ence on theside of the father or on theside 
of the mother: Of all the appliances which 
are made use of under God in his Church 
and in the world, there is no place like 


the child to the knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Christ, as well as for develop- 
ing the Christian character. 

Tt has been asserted, sometimes, that 








our modern Sunday-school werk. tended 
to the diminution of home influence and 
of home religion. I don’t believe one 
word of it. I believe that there are 
thousands of homes where parental in- 
fluence has been established directly 
through the influence of the Sunday- 
school, and if there be a lack any- 
where, in the institutional elements 
of the Christian home to-day, it is 


owing to the spirit of the age, the ma- 


terialistic spirit, the spirit that seeks the 
things that are seen, that is in haste to 
be rich, that looks with longing after the 
honors, possessions, ease and comfort that 
are in this world, and not because of the 
pulpit and the Sunday-school and the 
religious press. I believe that one of the 
mightiest agencies for the increase of 
home Christian influence is the Sunday- 
school of the present day. (Applause.) 

But much more effectively than we do 
now, or have yet done, may we secure 
the co-operation we should have between 
the family and the school. Now in our 
mission wcrk, for which I have very 
large sympathy, and in our mission 
work on the frontier, where the Sunday- 
School Union and the denominations 
are engaged, each in its own way, doing 
its work for God’s glory in the salvation 
of the souls of men, is there enough at- 
tention paid by the Sunday-school agents, 
the Sunday-school superintendents, the 
Sunday-school teachers, to the homes that 
are back of the pupils? Do we not in 
our city mission schools need to give 
more attention to the families from which 
the children come? The Sunday-school 
teacher, who with his strong left arm lays 
hold of the boys of his class in the mis- 
sion school in the cities to-day, and with 
his strong right arm through the week 
reaches back of them to the homes which 
are moulding and fashioning them, does 
the work as the Sunday-school teacher 
ought to do it; and the Sunday-school 
teacher who limits and confines his in- 
fluence to the mere hour’s work upon the 
Sabbath, and upon the pupils before 
him, does not doa tithe of the work to 
which God called him when he placed 
him in that position. ( Applause.) 

What we want then is, by the right 
kind of pastoraf visitation—not with 
the sanctimonious tone and the solemn 
air, but in a good, hearty, gladsome, 
cheery, social way—to win the confi- 
dence and heart of the home. On the 
first or the second visit the subject of re- 
ligion need not even be mentioned. A 


good, cheerful, bright-hearted teacher 
who can go to Tom and Charley’s home 


. through the week just to have a pleasant 


social time cannot but be a blessing. He 
need not say one word about his Sab- 
bath work—he is doing that work, 
though indirectly, yet very surely. He 
will take an early opportunity of carrying 
the additional message of the great sal- 
vation—but he will first bind his scho- 
lar’s heart to him, and bring the home 
into good understanding with the school, 
When the home and the Sunday-school 
co-operate, you have grasped the power 
that will bring your scholar to the 
Church, and bind him to the Church, 
and lift him up to the highest and no- 
blest type of Christian living. 

Now what can our homes, our s0- 
called Christian homes, do for the Sun- 
day-school? How can the co-operation 
we seek between them be secured? Well, 
the home can make sure that the chil- 
dren come to the Sunday-school. I will 
not say that parents send their children, 
but that children and parents go to the 
Sunday-school every Lord’s day. They 


| can see to it that the lessons assigned 


at the school are prepared at home— 
poorly prepared, it may be, but prepared 
in the best way they can prepare them— 
the tact of preparation being emphasized, 


| and an effort at preparation always being 


| made; they can by family prayer, by 
the family and the home for bringing | 


chatting at the tabie about the lesson 
of the day, reciting the Guiden Text, the 
outline of the lesson, by asking questions 
of each other, the father reciting the 
verses, the children reciting the verses ; 


(Continued on page 330.) 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


A CHILDS THOUGHT ABOUT 
FLOWERS. 


BY LILLIE E. BARR. 


ie 
She brought into the crowded car 
Something of heaven and earth ; 
Her soul sho we in her earnest eyes, 
Her f rm bad wortal bib: 
Oue of those litle maids that make 


Ali childhood lovely fur taeir sake. 
2. 
Ard in her hand a few sweet flowers, 
Just of the sorting time bora: 
“They came right straight away from he@ven, 
God made t em just this morn.” 
So strong hor faith, so undefiied rece 
1 cou.d but say, “Lis wuth, dear child. 


3. 
She tou “hed the mignonette with love, 
the kt sed the lity bell: ’ 
“I wonder now, #he mu-ing said, 
“L wen ter can you tell, 
If the-e viear fl wers do surely krow 
What fur the guod God made them grow?” 


4. 
But T have seen, that with the young 
Wisd m doh love ty dwell; 


And to the ¢ pure pndoubting hearts 
Her sweete-trecrets tel: ; 
So sxii— Dear coiid! ts you must know, 


Wuat fur tue good Gud made thew grow.’ 


ou 


She said, “ Perhaps at the *pring-time 
Heaven is 8» fal of flowers, 

That God tor sittie chiidreo’s sakes 
Lets some of them b> ours; 

Aug then, I think, wien they do die 

They take vur love back tu the sky: 


6 
“ For their sweet perfume is their soul, 
It must gv back 0 God; 
Ap) itis good tos ud a prayer 
By such # pure, fair road; 
&o whew they fad- | bia tiem tell 
Tue Lord iu heaven 1 love Hun well.” 








For The Sunday-School Times. 
CULTIVATING BENEVOLENCE 
IN CHILDREN. 





(SECOND PAPER.) 


BY REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ, 





UR first article has discussed the 
source whence childrea may re- 
ceive the money they distribute in bene- 
volence. It now behooves us to consider 
the means of distribution, whereby they 
may most effectively be developed for 
future usefulness. 

Before the attention of every one many 
private appeals are thrust. It will not 
answer to allow children to respond to all 
these, else habits of promiscuous and in- 
considerate giving will be formed. Nor 
will it do to refuse all these, else the 
habit of refusal may become fixed. It is 
well to settle certain principles which 
may be observed. For instance, it is 
pretty safe to give food at any time to be 
eaten on the premises. In other words, 
to feed the hungry is well. To clothe 
the naked is equally proper, but more 
imposition may be practised on this point 
than on the former, and therefore more 
guards need to be thrown about giving 
in this way. The relief of sick persons, 
or the general help of known cases of 
destitution, will properly engage a child’s 
activity, but be not content with making 
the child a mere carrier of your bounty, 
but of its own little store allow it to do 
some distinct part of the work. Per- 
sonal contact with genuine want may 
thus be secured, followed by personal 
thought and activity in its relief, and all 
at the cost of the child whom we would 
cultivate. 

The financial efforts of the church 
where one worships may properly be ex- 
plained to a child, and some participa- 
tion in this way be encouraged, as also in 
outside charities of various kinds. Asa 
rule, however, the childish interest flows 


most naturally through the channels of | 


The undercurrent 
of little hearts was well expressed by a 
six-year old recently. When contempla- 
ting her cash capital of five cents on a 
Sunday morning, she said, “ I'll notgive 
any of it at church, for I don’t under- 
stand much about that; I’il give it all to 
the intamt class, for that does me some 


the Sunday-school. 








good.” The Sunday-school is the natural 
channel for the outflow of juvenile be- 
nevolence. 

A few rules as to the most useful 
methods here may not be amiss. 1. Let 
the consideration of claims for sup- 
port always precede the giving. Press 
upon the little ones questions as to what 
it is to which they give, and why they 


give. Seek explanations of all this from 
them. It will sharpen their conceptions 


in the case, and perhaps expose some 
errors which need correction, 2. Let 
this consideration of claims be made a 
part of the Lord’s day work. Paul has 
put this duty on this very day, 1 Cor. 16: 
2. We need the religious character of 
benevolence brought out more fully ; and 
putting the work into this day assists at 
this point. 3. See that the objects re- 


| ceiving school support are always clearly 
| known to the scholars. 


Let no more 
scholars suppose as one did, that the 
money contributed was to pay the teacher. 
4. Report the aggregate of contributions 
frequently and clearly, in order that all 
may see how littlesums combined become 
great. This will teach them not to de- 
spise small gifts, and it will illustrate the 
excellence of co-operative labor. 5. In- 
form the scholars frequently and dis- 
tinctly of the results of their giving. 
Read letters to them, or reports, or illus- 
trate by maps and pictures where the 
money has gone. Let them hear the 
echoes coming back to assure them their 
gifts have reached. 6. Do all this work 
as unto the Lord, and as entirely depen- 
dent upon him for success. 

How far rivalry in giving may be 
pressed by making record of each pupil’s 
gift, or by pitting class against class, isa 
difficult question. It is true that we are 
not likely to suffer anywhere for an over- 
abundant giving. But it is also true 
that one of our saddest defects is the lack 
of intelligent, systematic giving. More 
money may come for a given time by 
pressure, but more will come contin- 
uously by culture. Parents and teachers 
should combine to secure this result. It 
will require care to-day, but it will re- 
turp abundantly to-morrow. 

Example on the part of parents 
and of teachers will have due weight 
here. Economy may be required by all 
concerned, in urder that something may 
be had for Christ. The :esult sought is 
however so desirable, that no price is too 
high for it. We have many tracts, and 
treatises and books upon the manage- 
ment of wealth by men and women, but 
how to start incipient men and women 
aright, is a matter less fully considered. 





A DEFRAUDED CHILDHOOD. 


BY REV. JOSEPH ALDEN, LL.D. 


MAN was left in charge of the 

property ofachild. He proved un- 
faithful to his trust. He defrauded the 
orphan of her birthright. 

It is a sad thing to be defrauded of the 
means.of support. The reader may not 
have witnessed an example of this in- 
justice; but he may have witnessed ex- 
amples of greater injustice. He may 
have witnessed defraudings far more 
injurious and lasting in their influence, 


| and sympathy is the birthright of the 
| child—the birthright of every child. It 





is as necessary to the growth of the soul 
as sunlight is to the growth of the plant, 
or food to the growth of the body. You 
have seen a plant deprived of light. 
What a pale and sickly growth without 
flower or fruit! You have seen a young 
beart deprived of sympathy. Those 
whose duty it was to give it were unfaith- 
ful to their trust. ‘They were intrusted 
with the care of a heart which turned 
to them as the flower turns to the sun— 





and they neglected it. The young hands 
were outstretched in vain. The smile 
faded from the wan lips because there 
was no answering smile. Who can tell 
the loneliness, the secret sorrow of that 
young heart? Who can estimate the 
influence of the loss of that most choice 
of all birtbrights? 

Many a young heart has thus been de- 
frauded. The authors of the ruin are 
sometimes all unconscious of their work. 
They are laboring for the comfort of the 
child. They are practising, it may be, 
self-denial, that they may accumulate 
property for the child. They provide, as 
they suppose, liberally fur the education 
of the child. They are ready to bestow 
any material gift desired. They forget 
that the wants of the heart are far more 
important than the wants of the body. 

There are others whose neglect is not 
thus undesigned. There are the chil- 
dren of the vicious and heartless, the 
victims of anger and cruelty. Is there a 
sadder sight than that of a child thus 
orphaned? We meet with them every 
day in our Jarge cities; and parents whose 
children always meet them in perfect 
confidence that their conscious and un- 
conscious demands for sympathy will be 
fully met, do not pass without notice 
those to whom a loving smile is a 
stranger, and whose aching hearty have 
never felt the balm of sympathy. For 
the sake of tho-e you love so dearly; for 
the sake of Him who, when on earth, 
took little children in his arms and 
blessed them, make it your business to 
care for the defrauded ones. All acts in 
imitation of Christ, all acts of benevo- 
lence are sources of happiness; but none 
are greater than ministering to the wants 
of a longing heart. 





For The Sunday-Schoo! Times, 
IN AND OUT AMUNG THE 
YOUNGSTERS. 


BY “‘ PARSONICUS.,” 
THE BOUNCING BOY. 


DELIGHTFUL fellow he is. From 

the moment of his matutinal rising 
till that in which his pillowed head 
sinks into sweet nocturnal repose, his 
existence is a continual rattle of merri- 
ment and chatter of good cheer. He 
makes no secret of the fact that he is out 
of bed. Instead of beginning the day 
with a succession of yawns and groans, 
sandwiched together and measured off in 
languid length, his first eff rt is a song. 
Perhaps it is “ Mulligan’s Guard ;” per- 
haps it is “Come to Jesus.” It is as 
likely to be one as the other, and what- 
ever the song is the house rings with it 
from ceiling of upper story to floor of 
sub-cellar. You may tell him to stop, 
and there is a possibility that he may do 
so fora moment or two. But presently 
you hear the clear ring of his music 
breaking ‘out in another meledy and 
with other words, the boy having com- 
plied with the demand made upon him 
by discontinuing the particular song he 
was engaged in sounding at the time of 
the giving of the commaffd to stop. 

Tue Bouncing Boy wears stout-soled 
boots, and his coming and going are no 
secret. The flexor and extensor muscles 
of his youthful legs are in no danger of 
becoming either rigid or flabby for want 
of use, Whether it is on the home car 
pet or the street pavement that he is in 
motion, he does rot glide along silently 
and gracefully, asthe angels are said to 
glide, but with vigor and determination, 
after the manner of boys who are truly 
alive. He has been criticised for con- 
tributing to the wearing out of the car- 
pet. He has been shown the spots in it 
where the pap is wearing off. He has 
even been told that those spots are his 





fault. More than that, he has been 
known to bring snow and mud into the 
house on those stout-soled boots of his, 
and to leave snowy and muddy tracks 
where he has planted his feet. Even 
more. Rebuke bas been administered 
to him for the sin of bouncing up-stairs 
and down. stairs at the rete of two, three 
or four steps at a jump. When he is 
severely reproved fur this irregularity, 
he says that if it will be of any conveni- 
enre to the family he will slide down the 
banisters instead of descending in the 
customary way. 

The Bouncing B»y is sometimes guilty 
of whistling. In the eyes and ears of 
Grandmother Grievous this is a vulgar 
vice and a shameful sin, She austerely 
declares that no boy who whistles is 
likely to be admitted to good society 
when he grows up. She denounces this 
species of musical performance as a piece 
of rudeness, fit only for cow boys, mule 
drivers and employees in stables. She 
bids him clothe himself with true gen- 
tility; to make a bow on entering a 
room, and another one on le: ving it; to 
preserve in all his deportment that re- 
spectful demeanor and gentlemanly si- 
lence which she considers a passport to 
the companionship of the refiued, and a 
certificate of excellent breeding. To all 
of which Bouncing replies that he don’t 
see what God gave a fellow a whistle for 
if he isn’t to use it. He eritertains no 
malice against Grandmother Grievous; 
still he is not exactly of her way of 
tlinking. , 

The Bouncing Boy makes a pretty good 
student, both during the week and at 
Sunday-school. If he draws faces on his 
thumb nail for the edification of the other 
boys, or puts eyes, nose and mouth in the 
face of the full moon in his reading 
book, what of it? Search in the far 
corner of the dark garret for the old 
school- books used by his parents a gene- 
ration ago, and see the inscriptions in 
them, plain and colored; artistic, bio- 
graphic, scrawly ; critical, comical and 
poetical ; and then tell Bouncing what a 
pattern of good conduct he ought to be 
in this respect, looking at it from purely 
hereditary considerations. If his Sun- 
day-school lesson is ten verses long and 
he succeeds in committing to memory, in 
the intervals between duties with top, 
ball, kite and fishing pole, eight of them, 
let us not box his ears for his lack of ac- 
quaintance with the other two verses, 
but rather be glad that such a boy has 
mastered as much of the task as he has. 
He might have omitted it all as many 
boys do. 

It is more than likely that Bouncing, 
after studying his Sunday-school lesson, 
can make a better business of giving the 
sense of it than of saying the words by rote. 
In this let us encourage him. Even with 
all our progress in lesson work there are 
thousands of children whose acquain- 
tance with the lesson is merely mechani- 
cal. The teacher requires them to say 
the verses, and they say them. Perhaps 
they have learned the words between the 
Sunday services and the assembling of 
school. Ina that case the probabil ties 
are in favor of their forgetting them be- 
fore the next time they come to school. 
That kind of lesson work amounts to 
very little. We are in the habit of liken- 
ing it to the way in which the parrot re- 
cites what it knows. The comparison is 
hardly a fair one. The green-feathered 
inhabitant of the tin cage stores away in 
its narrow mind the little it learns, and 
remembers it well. The child who learns 
in a hurry and by rote generally forgets. 
Our Buuncing Boy mauages to keep some 
idea of what he learns, even if he does 
not become the most scholarly person in 
the world, If his teacher happens to 
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come to school short of information on 
the lesson, Bouncing considers that it is 
a good thing to catch him on some point 
on which he is not informed, and trip 
him up. He is not always as reverently 
respectful in this proceeding as he might 
be; and so he lays himself open to occa- 
sional criticism. 

God bless you, Bounce! God be praised 
for your merry elasticity, your vigorous 
energy, your cheerful style of pushing 
your way through the world. You will 
get along, and make a great success of 
your life work, while some of those who 
criticise you stick fast in the mire of 
dreary dullness and gloom-stricken grief. 





“HOW TO SECURE MORE PUPILS 
FROM THE CHURCH?” 


BY THE REV. H. M, PARSONS, 





[An address by the Rev. H. M. Parsons, Presi- 
dent of the Boston Sunday-School Teachers’ As- 
sociation, opening the discussion of the ee at 
the Baltimore Convention, May 11, 1875. Speci- 
ally reported for The Sunday-School Times.) 


R. CHAIRMAN, brethren and sisters : 

This question would almost seem, in 
that position, to be a contradiction. It 
seems as though everything were inverted, 
for a Sunday-school Convention, or for a 
Sunday-school, to stand outside and say, 
“ How can we get pupils from the Church ?” 
I believe, my friends, that this question is 
the key-note of the morning question, as to 
pupils, as to the solution of that problem. 
The thought has been thrown out of taking 
an advance step, of making some progress in 
the work which God has given to us in the 
‘Churches, and it seems to me that this ques- 
tion is the theme that involves the point 
from which our progress must be made. I 
do not find in the Word of God any author- 
ity for the ordination or the establishment 
of the Sabbath-school outside of the Chris- 
tian Church. I find the Christian Church 
ordained of God, as competent for every- 
thing God wants to do on this earth, espe- 
cially through the instruction in that Church. 

The Church Includes the Children, 

The directions to the Church declare that the 
Church is the school of Jesus Christ, the 
great Teacher; that the object which our 
Redeemer had when he said, “ All power 
is given unto me, in heaven and in earth, 
therefore,”’—“ therefore,” that is the con- 
necting link, because all power is mine, 
now! to-day !—‘therefore, go ye and 
make disciples (scholars) of all nations.” 
And this command to the Church, that is 
the order, the marching order of God’s own 
hosts, and when the question comes, “ How 
shall we secure pupils for the Sabbath-school 
from the Church ””’ I would reverse it and 
say, “ How shall we take the Sabbath-school 
up into the Church?” which will make it 
one of the services of the Church, and filled 
with the power of God and the presence of 
all the temples of God in which the Holy 
Ghost resides. 

I have very strong convictions on this 
subject, that the Church of God is the one 
body commissioned on this earth to do the 
business that the Master left, and that the 
Sabbath-school is an important and integral 
part of the Church’s work ; that the Church 
has no business to let the Sunday-school go 
as a secondary thing. It is the great instru- 
mentality which God has given to his peo- 
ple to teach all the children, and for the 
training of the young, for the reproduction 
of his people on the earth and for the in- 
crease of the sacramental host. 


The Whole Church to Engage in 
Bible Study. 


The question comes down to this, “ Can 
we have, in our Churches, any change of 
conviction in the mind of the members 
that shall induce them to abandon the indo- 
lent habit of sitting in their seats to listen 
simply for their own growth and instruc- 
tion, and give over to others, those who con- 
stitute a select number, the whole responsi- 
bility, the whole work of the Sabbath- 
school?” On this subject, when I first 
commenced to preach, twenty years ago, I 








read the most interesting Life of Pastor 
Harms, of Harmansburg, Germany, and I 
read in that life that on Sunday afternoons, 
that pastor having preached in the morning, 
the congregation gathered in the church 
before him, young and old, children and 
adults, and upon listening to the Scripture 
previously given out, that he opened his 
Bible and questioned this one and that one 
in that vast audience. The little children 
answered the questions that the pastor gave 
them, and the young men and women as 
well as the old people; and with the famili- 
arity usual to him in the community in 
which he dwelt, he would often rebuke 
them if they gave a wrong answer: “ You 
ought to know God’s Word better than that, 
sitting under its teachings and knowing it 
so well.” And then that vast audience had 
the privilege of questioning him, and bring- 
ing up the objections. That service was a 
service of the Church. I said, “ Now it is 
strange that Yankee folks can’t do as much 
as these Germans. It is strange in this 
American country if our audiences can’t be 
as enthusiastic over the Bible and be filled 
with the idea of a personal God as these 
Germans.” So, my heart all alive with that, 
in the church, preaching my first sermon 
out of the Word of God, I noticed that as I 
preached to the congregation, the most 
orthodox of any in the United States, that 
everybody assented to the truth as pro- 
pounded, but when the truth was strength- 
ened by the quotations from God himself it 
made no more difference with them, appar- 
ently, than if they had been quotations 
from Shakespeare or Socrates. I said this 
preaching must be done so that this congre- 
gation must feel the power of a personal 
God when his Word is quoted, as they do 
not of any man on earth when quoted. The 
next Sabbath I preached a sermon on the 
Sabbath-school, and brought out from God’s 
Word that Jesus Christ, when he entered 
into the synagogues, read out of the Book 
from the Word of the Old Testament, and 
they asked him questions on what he had 
read—what it meant? And that was the 
preaching of Him who went among the 
masses and told the story of the love of God. 
I found that the apostles did the same thing. 
They quoted the Old Testament and opened 
it to question and answer. And so the 
Word of God got mixed with the thought 
of the people, and the mind of God was 
known by those who read it. 


The Experiment Tried. 
Now, I want to treat this question out of 


my experience, because I can give a 
theory as easy as any person on this floor; 
but what I propose is a leaf of experience 
based on facts, and to show you that those 
facts are possible in any place in this wide 
country. I had a congregation, as I have 
just described, and my first point with them 
was this: They were two hundred years old ; 
they were filled with orthodox truth of 
which they were the supporters in that part 
of the country ; they wanted nothing but the 
pure gospel and strict doctrinal preaching. 
They had a Sabbath-school between the ser- 
vices; they were interested in all the reli- 
gious reforms in all religious societies, They 
had the whole machinery in perfect order. 
I commenced preaching as I told you. They 
had had two sermons cn the Sabbath for 
about two hundred and fifty years. I sug- 
gested the propriety and reasonableness of 
having one service on the Sabbath in which 
there should be a free communication of 
thought between the pastor, as the leader 
and teacher, and all present, on the subject 
of God’s Word, and bringing it all out of 
the Scriptures. They all said, “ Yes, it can 


be done ;” “it ought to be done;” “it isa 
grand good thing ;” “but you can’t do it 
here.” 


would be feasible, but in this place where 
the ruts are clear down to the hub it is im- 
practicable.” Well, I did notsay anything, but 
kept on preaching, and I preached the next 
year on the same subject, and brought out 
everything of this kind in the Bible; and in 
private conversation and pastoral visits I 
plied the same arguments. I worked in 


“If you go out to a new country it | 





that way about two years. Then I said: 
“ Suppose, now, that for a year’s experience 
we shall try it. Suppose, now, instead of 
coopirig this up into the half hour to a hun- 
dred boys and girls and about twenty mem- 
bers of the church, you give us room and 
put it in the afternoon, that you may come 
in with your Bibles and we can sit down and 
search the Scriptures.” “ Well,” they said, 
“that is all very well for you to talk, but it 
cannot be done ; it is impracticable; nobody 
will come ; besides, we must have two ser- 
mons.” I kept on at work, using the Word, 
the sword of the Spirit that will cut through 
arut just as quick as anything else. So I 
drew it and left it unsheathed for the smi- 
ting of the conscience and the heart every- 


where in the meetings and in the pulpit. The - 


third year I took a paper and gave it to some 
of the Sunday-school children to go around 
and see how many names they could get 
signed to it for the trial of this experiment. 
The little boys and girls went and brought 
back twelve names, the rest said “No.” The 
fourth year I still showed the people the 
way Jesus and the apostles taught. There 
came a little breath of spring. About the 
fourth of July some of the members said 
to each other, “Our minister wants this so 
much we will vote to try it and see it fail; 
we will try it fora year.” The first afternoon 
about three hundred came in to see it fail. 
Instead of forty church members there 
came one hundred and twenty. We began 
at Genesis and came to the difficulties. Do 

ou believe in the Bible? Every man be- 
ieved in the Bible, but they did not believe 
all I said in the pulpit; but we are glad to 
have this Bible-school. We went on with 
the lesson; three or four men had acute 
minds; one believed in predestination. I 
am glad that you are orthodox, my brother, 
that is true, but have you repented of your 
sins? for God commandeth every man to 
repent. Oh, yes, every man is sorry every 
day. But God requires repentance. “He 
will have mercy on whom he will, and whom 
he will he hardeneth.” “That shows a con- 
tradiction,” onesaid. “ Well, God sent a Man 
down here to settle all contradictions. Come 
to Him.” I would not allow them to sweep 
off into metaphysical discussions, but kept 
inside the borders, What was the result? 
Those men were faithful in that class! Two 
or three, who had mighty intellects, said it 
was unprofitable. They were fighting God 
every time and that was the reason. One 
man said, “I would give fifty dollars to refute 
that.” I pointed to a text in the New Testa- 
ment in John. What do you think that 
means? It meant we could do nothin 
without the Spirit of God, and that we onal 
do all by the Holy Ghost. So these truths 
got into the mind. One man said, “I used to 
sit in that pew and dissent from my minis- 
ter, but I found after all that I was kicking 
against God. I found that I did not believe 
God’s Word. Now I see that it is more 
reasonable to believe in these great things in 
the Bible than not to believe them.” 

In every congregation in this land, every 
single Sunday, there is an amount of skep- 
ticism unuttered in the minds of the mem- 
bers that we have no conception of. They 
do not say anything about it, but say to 
themselves, “ That is our minister’s view, 
but oh, I don’t believe it.” So one reason why 
the Church of God should take the Word 
of God into closer intimacy is that the con- 
gregation may find out for themselves what 
God has said. These people still had to 
have their two sermons, but at the end of 
the third year they said, “ We don’t want 
that second sermon; we think that this 
Bible Lesson and this afternoon with all the 
children and all the adults present is enough ; 
then at night let us call a prayer-meeting in 
the church where the members of Christ’s 
body can digest what they have received, 
and show forth the truth at any rate, accord- 
ing to the measure of grace which the Holy 
Ghost has given vo them.” 

The Result. 

What was the result? I will only show 
you how this thing grew. For 1 think 
when this thing is understood you can get 
the congregation into it, and every man or 
woman fultilling his or her function. You 
must use the Word upon the members of 
Jesus Christ’s body in order to this result. 
In process of time this class enlarged to 
seventy-five or one hundred, and the results 
began to be seen in six months after we had 
commenced. In the weekly prayer-meet- 
ing about a dozen before that took part, and 
those of the older members. Now the 
young men soon got up to say a word. 
The meeting filled up from forty or fifty 
to one hundred and fifty, and kept filling up. 
There was something very interesting in 
God’s Word, and they got filled up with it 
themselves, and gave it out as the Spirit 
gave it to them. This was a gradual 
growth. Inthe year 1869 and ’70, the weekly 
pray er-meeting of that church had three hun- 
dred attendants from the first of January to 
the last day of December, every week filled 
full. Twenty-five members in that church 

















every day in the week found time to do 
work for Jesus. Men of business would 
turn the key of their store-doors at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, and go to the river 
bank for one hour to visit the poor and talk 
with the sick, and pray with those who were 
anxious, and then come to the prayer-meet- 
ing with their facts. I speak of them and 
ask the brethren to pray for them and their 
work. Twenty-five men and women, and 
the number increasing voluntarily every 
year did this work. Where did it all come 
from? God blessing his Word. The Word 
of God opened and received by these indi- 
vidual members of Christ’s body, using the 
pragtice of calling out question and answer 
as the early Christians did, as we have the 
account of the primitive Church in the Acts 
of the Apostles. The results were just this, 
that a church which had a membership of 
198, in the course of sixteen years came up 
to 600 members, and all present with the 
exception of seventy or eighty temporarily 
absent, and these persons each one in 
their sphere spontaneously doing some- 
thing for the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
collections for benevolent objects in- 
creased every year without any attempt at 
sponging, or any sentiment or clap-trap. 

hey gave to the Lord Jesus Christ that is 
in these objects, as if he were present be- 
fore them, knowing that the hand that would 
not sow could not reap, and fulfilling the 
law of Christ to each other. 

The church was full of crooked sticks. 
A great many per-ons in that church could 
not be satisfied without having a little fuss 
among themselves. If a brother proposed 
anything another popped up and opposed 
it. But I am glad te tell you that the Word 
of God can overcome all that. They said 
to me you can’t do anything with that man. 
But God did something for that man! Made 
him peaceful, and he outgrew everything, 
and overcame all those excrescences of char- 
acter which were so unbearable. That is 
the great power of the gospel that came 
when he received it fresh from the Lord. 

(Conclusion next Week.) 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


BROTHER SMITH’S TESTIMONY. 


66 SHOULD be pleased to hear a few 

remarks to the children on this oc- 
casion. There are several present ac- 
customed to speak before ,Sunday- 
schools,” said brother Jones, the Sunday- 
school superintendent. 

After a long interval of uneasy silence, 
brother Smith half rose, then half sat 
down again, but finally stood. 

“T don’t wish to occupy the time ot 
any one else. There are many here 
who speak to edification so much better 
than I can, and who are so much better 
adapted to speaking to children. But I 
might say a few words of testimony, for 
I do not like to see the time run to waste, 
and I will gladly give place to any one 
else who will improve the opportunity.” 
Here dear brother Smith—everybody 
loved him—stood and looked about 
him as if he really expected that several 
would rise, and ask him to sit down and 
let them “improve the opportunity.” 
Meantime the grown folks—some of them 
—yawned and closed their eyes, the infant 
class squirmed, and the intermediate boys 
wiggled. Oh! brother Smith. 

“But there is one thing I want to say 
to you, children,”—all eyes open—* do 
not be discouraged, and do not stop try- 
ing to do your duty because you cannot 
do it as well as others do theirs. I never 
preach a sermon nor make a prayer, nor 
speak before others without feeling 
ashamed of the way I did it afterward, 
and that some one else would have done 
the same thing better. It was so when I 
was a child, a poor, little, fearful, father- 
less, motherless boy, whom God con- 
verted very young. I was only a bash- 
ful, sensitive orphan boy, when I went 
among strangers to teach my first school. 
I felt that [ ought to open my school 
with prayer, but there were young men 
and women in school as old as myself, 
and I was afraid I should make some 
blunder, and so I only read a chapter in 
the morning. As was the custom then, 
and is now, in some country districts re- 
mote from churches, there was Sunday 
evening pore every few weeks, in 
the school house, and after the et 


a prayer meeting. From the first, 

looked forward to that meeting with 
dread. I felt it my duty to take a part 
in the meeting, and knew that I would 
be expected to do so. Oh,if I were only 
an eloquent speaker, if I had confidence, 
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if 1 could say something to do some one 
good, I would not feel so, I thought, and 
afflicted myself till the time came. It 
was an old-fashioned school house. The 
writing desk was fastened to the wall on 
three sides of the room, and the benches 
where the scholars sat stood just before 
it. There were usually a good many 
who came to the meeting, and some of 
them sat on the writing desk, behind 
those who sat on the benches. Full of 
dread and fear, I selected the seat most 
out of sight and most difficult to get out 
of, in a corner and up on the writing 
desk; trying to excuse myself with the 
idea that I was self-denying in taking so 
uncomfortable and dark a place, and 
giving some one else a better one. 

“ There I sat while the preaching and 
singing and praying went on, and at last 
began to breathe free, for the time had 
come for the last hymn, and I seemingly 
had not been noticed, when suddenly 
two good old men who sat just before 
me at my feet, both rose, and laying 
each a hand on my shoulders, gently 
pulled me down saying, ‘ Brother Smith, 
close the meeting.’ I never could have 
got out of the corner and through the 
wall before we of myself, but now that I 
was out and down I dared not disobey, 
though I was paralyzed with shame and 
confusion. I blundered in reading the 
hymn, and stumbled in my prayer— 
never did worse before nor since, but I 
was blessed in doing my duty. 

“T look back to that time as a turning 
point in my Christian life. If since 
then I have done any effectual work for 
Jesus, it is because at that critical time 
for my soul, I was thrust into my place 
and compelled to do my duty. So do 
not be discouraged, dear children, if you 
cannot do your duty as grandly as some 
others can do theirs. God will bless you 
nevertheless, and make you useful.” 

“T hope,” looking around with a trou- 
bled, deprecating air, “that I have not 
taken time that would have been better 
improved by some one else.” 

O, O, O-o-o-h! Dear brother Smith! 
Why spoil your good words to verify 
your weak exordium. Only that your 
humility is so evidently sincere, you 
would be accused of vanity and hy po- 
crisy. M. L.§. 





EDUCATED WHILE EDUCATING. 





{Au Article for Young Mothers and for Teachers. ] 





BY MRS. E, PRENTISS. 





MPVHE King is at hand. Heralds have 

been announcing his advent in lan- 
guage incomprehensible to man, but 
which woman understands as she does 
her alphabet. A dainty basket, filled 
with mysteries half-hidden, half-dis- 
played ; soft little garments, folded away 
in ranks and files; here delicate lace and 
cambric; there down and feathers and 
luxury. The King has come. Limp and 
pink, a nothing and nobody, yet wel- 
comed and treasured as everything and 
everybody, his wondrous reign begins. 
His kingdom is a world. His world is 
peopled by two human beings. Yester- 
day they were a boy and girl. To-day 
they are man and woman, and are called 
father and mother. 

Their new King is imperious. He has 
his own views as to the way he shall live 
and move, and have his being. He has 
kis own royal table, at which he presides 
in royal pomp. His waiting-maid is re- 
fined and éducated—his superior in every 
way. He takes his meals from her when 
he sees fit; if he cannot sleep he will 
not allow her todo so. His treasurer is 
a man whom thousands look up to and 
reverence, but, in this little world, he is 
valued only for the supplies he furnishes, 


the equipages he purchases, the castle in 
which young royalty dwells. The pic- 
ture is not unpleasing, however; the 
slaves have the best of it after all. 

The reign is not very long. Two years 
later there is a descent from the throne 
to make room for the Queen. She is a 
great study to him. He puts his fingers 
into her eyes to learn if they are little 
blue lakelets. He grows chivalrous and 
patronizing. 

_So the world of home goes on. The 
King and Queen give place to new 
Kings and Queens, but, though de- 





throned, they are still royal; their 
wants are forestalled, they are fed, 
clothed, instructed, but, above all, be- 
loved. When did their education begin? 
At six months? A year? Two years? 
No; it began when they began ; the mo- 
ment they entered the little world they 
called theirs. Every touch of the mother’s 
hand, every tone of her voice, educates 
her child, It never remembers a time 
when she was not its devoted lover, ser- 
vant, vassal, slave. Many an ear enjoys 
is soothed by music, while ignorant ofall 
its laws. So the youngest child in the 
household is lulled by uncomprehended 
harmonies from its very birth. Affections 
group round and bless it, like so many 
angels; it could not analyze’ or compre- 
hend an angel, but it could feel the soft 
shelter of his wings. 

And now a course of natural education 
begins. 

t has just been remarked that the 
education of an infant begins at its birth. 
So does its work. If it is taught, it also 
teaches. The young mother begins stu- 
dies taught thoroughly in no school. She 
must learn to conquer and forget herself. 
It is true that her maternal instincts 
teach to endure all the ordinary self-de- 
nials incident to motherhood, and that 
she enters upon them cheerfully. But 
she has other lessons to learn. Alchough 
a child of over an average degree of 
health spends nearly the whole of its 
first three months in sleep, it still con- 
tinues, during that time, to learn its 
mother’s face by heart, and to show de- 
light at her approach. About its papa 
it is not quite so positive; it rather fan- 
cies that all men look alike, and will 
“go” to them all indiscriminately. But 
at the age of three months it begins, if 
of a shy nature, to shrink from most wo- 
men to whom it is not accustomed. And 
at an incredibly early age it begins to 
obserye the expression of its mother’s 
face, and if that is sorrowful the tender 
little lip quivers. It is high time for 
her, then, to learn from her baby, to ex- 
ercise control over her face for its sake. 
Why should this young life be thus early 
shadowed by a gloomy countenance? 
There is such a thing as looking sunny 
and smiling from principle; of keeping 
one’s sufferings in the background, and 
one’s “ high-lights” in the foreground. 

Up to a certain period in a baby’s life 
its father admires it, at a respectful dis- 
tance, as a microscopic object that needs 
enlarging before it can be safely handled. 
Of course, this is not invariably the case. 
Some men have a sweet, half-womanly 
love for even a very young child. One 
of our eminent surgeons took delight in 
introducing his first-born into its first 
garments. 

But there comes a time when the young 
father finds courage to take his child into 
his own arms. He clutches it, perhaps, 
by its clothes in his great awkward hand, 
or seizes it by its arms, which he is fain 
to dislocate; but it is not till the boy 
is old enough and strong enough for a 
frolic that he is fully appreciated. It is 
time that the young King has given his 
father some lessons in patience and self- 
denial akin to those taught the mother. 
Papa, who heretofore has regarded his 
night’s sleep as one of his indispensables, 
might sometimes be seen in the dead of 
night parading his room with a shriek- 
ing infant in his arms; he has been 
known to sit up two hours at a time, in 
bed, nursing it to sleep, when mamma 
was all worn out or ill; and, in her ab- 
sence, has concocted some mysterious 
compound to satisfy its hunger, trem- 
bling the while lest the dose should prove 
too hot or too cold, too strong or too 
weak, and both baby and. himself come 
to grief. And has he not been known to 
rise at midnight to share mamma’s vigils, 
studying up his ‘“‘ cases,” or pondering 
his Greek Testament by her side? 

In great emergencies, too, when a 
precious young life is threatened, the 
father and mother fight the enemy night 
and day together: “a little child shall 
lead them” into the mystery of suffering, 
as it has hitherto done into ‘the mystery 
of joy. 

So the household goes on, learning its 
lessons in harmony till a day arises when 
one or more of the royal number reaches 
an age when it is no longer fitting that 
he should reign as he has hitherto done. 
He is old enough to begin to learn some- 
thing about law. And here it may be 
observed, that as the mother is the chief 
love so she should be the chief law-giver 
to thechild. Many women have so little 
self-respect, or are so weak, or so indo- 
lent, that they refuse to hold the reins of 








government, and when the tired father 
comes home at night to have a romp with 
his boy he has to postpone that pleasure 
and enter on a conflict with a being who 
has learned, long before he is two years 
old, that his nether ean do nothing with 
him, and that he can be as naughty as 
he pleases till his father appears on the 
scene. Fancy the nymphs surrounding 
the kitchen hearth-stone availing them- 
selves of this weakness of their mistress, 
and never performing a duty save under 
the eye of the master. But, surely, she 
who cannot control a little child is unfit 
to control the intractable inmates of her 
kitchen. 

It may be assumed, ‘then, that if the 
mother with whom we now have to do, 
no matter how humble she is, and the 
humbler the better, respects herself 
enough to manage her own child, she 
will soon learn, by experience, several 
important lessons. One is, that she who 
cannot rule her own spirit is utterly 
unfit to control that of another. 


If to box a child's ears because she is 
angry with it, and she certainly will 
never be guilty of that unwomanly, un- 
holy act save in anger, is educating it,— 
is educating it for unbridled passions like 
her own. But summary work of this sort 
is, alas, often done, and it is kindred to 
a good shaking, which it requires a good 
rousing temper to inflict. This is sub- 
duing the child by evil passion and brute 
force ; he will reach an age when his phy- 
sical strength will be greater than hers, 
and what else will she do then? 

The wise mother sees, then, that she 
must, in two ways, rule her own spirit. 
If she is naturally selfish she will be 
tempted to temporize with an unruly 
child to save herself present trouble. 
And if naturally passionate and self- 
willed, she will be tempted to unseemly 
haste and violence toward him. Some 
one has said that if one overlooks the 
first fault, one will be obliged to overlook 
a second. And this is true. Let the 
child consciously disobey, with impunity, 
and he will expect, as a matter of course, 
that he may go on doing so. Young 
mothers, in their inexperience, are not 
infrequently baffled by an unexpected 
display of self-will on the part of a 
child, and engage in combat with it 
under the delusion that its “ wiil must be 
broken” then and there. The scene be- 
comes a hand to hand fight. It is some- 
times prolonged through several days. 
One of the favorite stands made by 
Master John at the advanced age of 
eighteen months or so, is that he won’t 
“say his prayers.” Of course, it tends 
to sanctify his young soul to beat him 
with rods withal until his temper of mind 
becomes more devout. Is it not just 
possible, John’s mother, that you are the 
one at fault, not he? Are there not 
times in your own life when you are tired 
and sleepy, and would take it very much 
amiss if, on saying as much, your father 
should flagellate you till you had got so 
wide awake that there should be no rest 
that night, and sheer exhaustion paralyze 
the tongue that had so often sung his 
praises? Is not John to be pitied rather 
than punished, poor little baby, that he 
is such a heathen at this tender age in- 
stead of being a full-orbed saint? 


Much conflict then may be avoided by 
not having too many rules, of being too 
strict with those rules at the wrong time. 
Desperate encounters should be avoided 
altogether. If law lies at the depths of 
the mother’s conscience, love should lie 
in the depths of her heart. If her boy, 
after he has reached an age when she is 
sure he understands her commands, let 
her punish him for his disobedience, but 
never venture on a conflict that may last 
for days, make herself and the child ill, 
and everybody in the house miserable. 
Once let loose in such a career and two 
to one he will become excited past rescue, 
like a runaway horse, and gallop madly 
on till he is exhausted. But, it may be 
objected here, suppose the first stand 
taken by the child is a refusal to swallow 
medicine? Shall he be punished and let 
go? Let us vary the question. Suppose 
he has been forbidden to play with fire, 
does play with it and is enveloped in 
flames ; shall one punish him and let the 
flames go on consuming him? The fact 
is, special cases require special manage- 
ment. Very young children very rarely 
refuse medicine. They submit to painful 
remedies, as to the ill that demands 
them, with a patience that may put their 
elders to the blush.—From The Brooklyn 
Journal of Education. 


[TO BE CONCLUDED. } 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
A SUBSTITUTE FOR SCOLDING. 


LADY, who had long taught in a 

mission Sabbath-school in New York, 
came home one afternoon thoroughly 
out of heart. Her cheeks were flushed, 
and her whole appearance showed un- 
common discomposure for one who was 
commonly so even and self-poised. In- 
quiring the cause, she told us the children 
from being uncommonly restless that 
day had finally broken through all re- 
straint, and for a time the superinten- 
dent could get no control over them. 
What a riot of a hundred or two street 
children must be like I could imagine 
if I had never seen it. It lasted some 
fifteen minutes before they were again 
brought in hand, and by that time all 
were pretty thoroughly disturbed and 
glad to make the session a short one. 

I think in cases where such restlessness 
prevails, it would be proper to consider 
the advice Professor Youmans gives to 
ministers under similar circumstances : 
“Tt would be well to inquire how far the 
stimulous of pure air might be advan- 
tageously substituted for scolding.” 
There are other Boards of Health that 
might bring in a statement similar to the 
one which said: “The very first sanitary 
want of New York and Brooklyn is ven- 
tilation.” 

Beautiful mottoes and illuminations are 
most appropriate in our Sunday-school 
rooms, but they will not have half the 
effect on the children for good that a full 
supply of oxygen will. If bad air took 
on a color that could be seen, what a 
commotion it would make in society. 
But because it is invisible half the people 
in the world do not believe in it. 

Sunday headaches are often looked 
upon a little suspiciously, but they are a 
sad reality to many of us. If we could 
carry into church an amount of oxygen 
sufficient to last us through the service 
we might escape them. Children suffer 
still more from this cause though the evil 
may show itself in a different way. It is 
well known that adults can live in reek- 
ing tenement houses, where the air is 
death tothe little ones, If noother way is 
provided for ventilation throw up the win- 
dows quietly while a hymn is being sung. 
The confusion it causes will be small 
compared with the restlessness it saves. 
You cannot secure attention, or give 
point to the lesson in an exhausted air- 
receiver, 





INDULGING CHILDREN. 

S I grow older as a parent, my views 

are changing fast as to the degree of 
conformity to the world which we should 
allow to our children. I am_horror- 
struck to count up the profligate children 
of pious persons, and even ministers. 
The door at which those influences enter 
which countervail parental instruction 
and example, I am persuaded, is yield- 
ing to the ways of “ good society ;” by 
dress, books, and amusements, an atmos- 
phere is formed which is not that of 
Christianity. More than ever do I feel 
that our families must sfind in a kind 
but determined opposition to the fashions 
of the world, breasting the waves like 
the Eddystone light-house. And I have 
found nothing yet which requires more 
courage and independence than to rise 
even a little, but decidedly, above the 
par of the religious world around us, 
Surely the way in which we commonly 
go on is not that way of self-denial and 
sacrifice and cross- bearing which the New 


Testament talks of. Then is the offence 
of the Cross ceased. Our slender in- 
fluence on the circles of our friends is 
often to be traced to uur leaving so little 
difference between us.— Rev. J. W. Alex- 
ander, D.D. 
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BY W. ORMISTON, D.D. 


LESSON XXIUI. 
(For Sunday, June 6th, 1875.) 








SUBJECT: SAMUEL, THE JUDGE. 





TEXT: 1 famuel 7: 5-12. 





5. And Samuel said, | sucking !amb, and offered 
Guther all Israei to Miz | #@ for w# burnt offering 
peh, and [| wil! pray for | wholiy unto the Lory: 
you unto the Lor». and samuel cried unto 

6 And they weathered | the Lory» for Israel; and 
together to Mizp bh, and | the Lord heard him. 
drew Water, and poured 10, And as Samue! was 
i“ out bevore the Lowy, | off-ring up the burnt 
and ja-tei on that day, | offering, the Philistines 
and said th re, We have | drew near to battle 
sinned against the Lox». | against Israel: but the 





And Samuel Juiged the | Loxp thundered with a 
children of istuel in | ereat thunder on that dav 
Mizpeh upon the Philistines, and 


7. And when the Phi- ! disc «mfited them; and 
listines heard that tie | tuey were smitien before 
eilidren of Israel were | Isrvel. 
gatuered togetuer to Miz 11. And the men of Is- 

eh the lords of the Vhi- | rae: went out ot Mizpeh, 
istines Went up against | and pursued the Ph.|is- 
Isruel. And when the] tin s. and smote them, 
eli.dren of israel heard | until they came under 
i, they were airaid of tue | Beth-ear. 

Pit istines, 42, ‘hen Samuel took 

8, Aud the chi'dren of | a stone, and set é/ between 
Isrivet raid ty sumuel,| Mizpeh and sheu, and 
Cease not to ery unto the | caiied the name of it 
Log.» our God ior us, that | Eben-ezer,saying Hither- 
he will save us out of the | to bath the Lokp helped 
band of the Phi istines, us. 

9. And Samuel tuvk a 








Tisexpected that teachers, in preparing the 

lessons, will make th» mselves thoroughly 
a qnainted with the con'ents of the whole 
b ok from which the lessons are vel-cted. 
This course is always profitabe, and in 
many cases indispensabie. The pas-age 
given should alwsys be read in the class, 
evher by the teacher or by the teacher and 
ach lars aliernate y in rotation. The Golden 
Tex’ rhould be recited by all, and also one 
or more verses of the lesson. From the 
prevent lesson the ninth and twelfth might 
be aclected, Exp ain the following phrases, 
“drew water and poured it out,” “lords of 
the Philistines,” “burut offering,” “ Eben- 
ca.r.” 

THE CONNECTION, 


When t! e Ark of God was taken, on the 
bloody field of Aphek, di-may and despair 
seitiet down upon the people. Nothing 
seemed left bit the sad prospect of hopeless 
serv itu fe and the entire ext.nction of inde- 
pendence if not of national existence. But 
the ark was a troublesome trophy, and 
wherever it was carried brought calamity 
and diseave upon its captors and dishonor 
upon their idol gods. In a few months the 
sacred 8) mbol was sent back with every ex- 
pression of reverential terror, a grand pro- 
cea-ion following with awe and wonder, 
bearing with them a rich tre+pass-offering. 
The Levites received the ark at Beth-she- 
mesh, and offered sacrifice unto the Lord, 

he inhabitants, having with profane curi- 
ority | oked into the ark, were suddenly 
struck dead, and the ark solemnly removed 
to Kirjath-jearim, where it remained nnutil 
Davul the king brought it to Mount Zion 
in Jerusalem, 

Afwr the death of Eli, and the capture of 
the ark, the Israciites groaned for twenty 
years under the yose of the Philis ines, Ip 
the meantime the influence of Samuel was 
increasing and his fame as a prophet spread 
over the whole land, and all eyes were 
turned to him as their expected deliverer. 
He labored with ardor and success to turn 
the people from the practice of idolatr 
tw che worship and service of the living God. 
He evsayed to effect a religious reformation 
beforeattempting toachievea political revolu- 
tion. He executed the offices of prophet and 
priest before assumiig the position and 
functions of a judge, and he accomplished 
more for the permanent freedom, indepen- 
dence and prosperity of the nation by the 
Word than any of his predecessors, how- 
ever valiant, had done by the sword. He 
prevailed more by prayers than by prowess. 
He was an able teacher and a wise conn- 
seilor rather than an adventurous warrior 
or military chiefiain. In this respect he 
stands in striking contrast with the heroes 
of the da‘s gone by with the brave Barak, 
the skillful Gideon, the daring Jephthah, and 
the valorous Samson. Their might was 
mainly military and civil, his power was 
moral, educational and religious, Their in- 
fluence was generally local, contined to one 
or a few iribes, his extended over all. He 
awakened the dormant feeing of national 
unity, and stirred the religious feelings of 
the peopl- from the mountains of Lebanon 
to tne wastes of the desert, and from the 
pasture field. of Gilead to the sca-coast of 
Ashor. During twenty years he seems to 








have made his home at Ramah. With the 
view of strengthening both the piety and 
patriotiam of the people he summoned a na- 
tional assembly at Mizpeh, which furms the 
theme of 
THE LESSON, 
in which we have a public fast, a solemn 
sacrifice, a mighty deliverance and a memo- 
rial pillar, 
I. The Public Fast. (5-8.) 

It was a time of deep religious awakening. 
The, people humbled themselves before the 
Lord, and “ put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, 
and werved the Lord only.’ Before attew pt- 
ing to throw «ff the yoke of the Philistines, 
Samuel appoints a day of humiliation, and 
calls a great gathering of the people at 
Mizpeh, just as Joshua had done at She- 
chem long before. The gathering was doubt- 
le-s the most numerous and widely represen- 
tation that had assembled for many a year. 
It was a religious convocation, a meeting for 
prayer preparatory foraction. “ I will pray 
for you unto the Lord,” said Samuel. So 
Moses prayed for the people at RKephidim, 
Klijah on Carmel, Ezra at the time of the 
evening sacritice, and the high priest on the 
day of the atonement. 

1. They poured ont water before the 
Lord This was a service, observed though 
not enjoined, in connection with the feast of 
the 1abernacles, and i« referred to in Serip- 
ture (Ixa, 12: 3; John 7: 37-38). It was 
doubtless a symbolic act, and indicated 
melting of heart, contrition of spirit and a 
senseot helplessness and misery, The drawing 
of water is spoken of as a joyous service, but 
in this instance it was an expression of peni- 
tence and “of the temporal and spiritual 
distress in which they were at the time.” 

28am. 14: 14; Job 11: 16; Psl. 22: 14; 
Lam. 2: 19.) 

2. Ihey fasted on that day. This was 
another way of expressing their feeling ot 
humiliation and dependence upon God, The 
only fast enjoined by the law of Moses was 
that appointed for the 10:h of Tizri, the day 
of atonement. But the practice of fasting as 
an act of religious worship is common to all 
ages of the Christian Church, and though 
not obligatory, may be voluntarily observed 
with due restrictions by any servant of God. 
The inward feeling, however, should be 
sincere, otherwire the external act would be 
but a mockery. (Isa. 1: 11; Amos 5: 22.) 
Our Lerd condemns ail fasting which is 
merely formal or ostentatious. (Matt. 6: 
16-18.) 

3 they confessed their sins. What 
they had already done symbolically they 
now expressed verbally. They acknowledged 
their guilt in depirting from the Lord, and 
the justice of heir puni-hment on account 
of their defection. The feclmg was doubt- 
I-83 both deep and general, as they had be- 
fore been “ jamenting” for the Lord, longing 
earne-tly for his pre-ence once more 
manifestly among them. 

The Philistines having heard of the 
gathering at Mizpeh, and feari:g it was a 
warlike muster, came in full furce to attack 
and di<perse it. ‘lhe Israelites, so long op- 
pressed, were filled with terror, and franct- 
cally called upon Samuel, who had promised 
to plead for them and in whose intercessions 
they had great contidence, not to cease his 
supplications :o God that he would savethem 
from the Philistines. 

Il. The Solemn Sacrifice. (9.) 


Samuel had exercised the functions of a 
prophet from his youth, * and the Lord was 
with him, and did tet none of bis words fall 
to the ground,’ (3: 19-21.) He had alxo 
before this time performed the duties of a 
civil ruler or judge at Ramah, and now was 

ublicly recognized as judge of the whole 
Fand at Mizpeh. He now discharges the 
sacred offices of a priest—sacrifice and in- 
tercession. Either Samuel had been divinely 
authorized to act as a priest since the death 
of Eli, or had received immediate intima- 
tion from God to act in that capacity on 
this occasion, or it may be that he ordered 
sme priest then present to offer the sacritice. 
The who'e situation is unusual, The taber- 
nacle is at Shiloh, the ark is at Kirjath-jea- 
rim, and the assembly is at Mizpeh. Samuel 
orders the sacrifice notwithstanding to be 
offered, and hence may be said to offer it. 

1. The lamb is offered whole asa 
burnt offering to make propitiation for 
sin, so that access may be opened fér the 
people unto God. (For the law of burnt 
offering see Lev. 1: 10-13.) 

2. The sacrifice being offered, Sam- 
uel pleads with God four Israel, that he 
would receive them once more into his favor 
and deliver them from the hands of the 
Philistines. While he prayed the Lord 
answered him (Ps!. 99: 6) by the great 
thnnder which is the voice of the Lord. 
(Pal. 18: 18; John 12; 28-29.) God efen 
answers praver immedia‘ely, (Isa. 65: 24; 
Dan, 9: 21; Psi. 32:5; Acts 10: 9-11; Acts 
4: 81.) 

1II. The Mighty Deliverance. (10-11 ) 

While the Israelites were engaged in the 
performance of their religious services, and 





Samuel was pleading with the Lord, the 
hosts of the Philistines drew near to battle 
against Israel. Doub leas they expected to 
fall upon the camp unexpectedly and gain 
an easy victory, but they knew not that the 
Keeper of Israel was as a wall of fire round 
about them. 

1. The Lord discomfited the Philis- 
tines by the thunder, This phenomenon, 
possibly in some way unwonted, as from a 
clear sky, or with peals unusualiy long and 
loud, strnck terror into their hearts, and filled 
them with a sort of supernatural dread. May 
it not herald the coming of the God of the 
Ark whom they had learned to fear? The 
lightning may have slain some of their troops 
and thrown them into confusion. (Josh. 10: 
10; Judges 4: 15; 1 Sim. 14: 20.) The 
word discomtif, used specially of God, means 
to trouble, to throw iuto confusion, to de- 
stroy. 

2. The men of Israel pursued the 
Philistives andsmote them, The voice 
of the Lord in answer to Samuel’s prayer, 
which filied the minds of the foe with fear, 
inspired the hearts of the men of Israel with 
courage and hope, and feeling assured of di- 
vine aid, they went forth buidly against the 
Philistines, and seeing them panic-s ruck 
and in disorder put them to flight and slew 
many of them, and so complete was their 
overthrow, and so great their dread uf Jeho- 
vah, that they came no more into the coast 
of Israel. (13.) 

1V. The Memorial Pillar. (12.) 


Refer to lessons 31, 7th and llth for the 
erection and use of monumen s, 

1. The stone. It may have been used 
as an altar on which the burat offering had 
been ottered. See chap. 6: 14, where a great 
stone is spoken of as used tor that purpose. 
As Jacob had done at Bethel and Jo-hua 
at Shechem, so Samuel here erec’s a piliar 
as a lasting memorial of what had (ranspired 
there, and as a wemento to the nation of 
their indebtedness to God and their obliga- 
lion to serve him. 

2. The name. A stone of help—‘ hith- 
erto the Lord hath helped us.’ The victory 
was one of the most signal ever gained by Is- 
rael. They had been brought very low, hum- 
bied to the dust by their proud and insolent op- 
pressors. The time was long, their streng:h 
reduced, their courage gone, and there were 
none tu help them, In their extremity God 
came to their rescue, and verily he helped 
them. It was a deliverance to be remem- 
bered. The pillar gave its name to the place, 
which henceturth bore the name of Ebenezer, 

Learn. 

1. That we shuuid humbly confess 
our sinus untw the Lord. If we confess, 
he is tait: ful and just to forgive. When 
Israrl turned to the Lord he graciously 
helped them. So did the Ninevites. We 


should forsake the sins we confess ; we should’ 


rend our hearts and not our garments only. 

2. That the prayers uf the righteous 
prevail. Samuel prayed and the Lord 
heard. Jawes 5:16. ‘The Bible is full of 
evidence that prayer is answered—- Abram, for 
Ishmael and tor Sodom; Lot, in reference to 
Zour ; Jacob, at the ford of Jabbok; Moses, 
tor God’s presence and against Amelek ; 
Elijah, for drought, for fire, tor rain; Heze- 
kiah, for prolonged lite; Jabez, for temporal 
and spiriiual blessings; Daniel, confessing 
sin and praying; the blind man by the way- 
side ; the thief on the cross; Pe er in prison ; 
and Paul and Silas in the jail at Puilippi. 

3. That Godin the darkest hour is 
otten near athaud. The Philistines had 
long oppressed the children of Israel and 
had now come out in full force against them ; 
their destruction seemed cert in; but they 
cried and God helped. So when in the 
depths should we ever cry to God, It 
was when the lost son was famishing he 
yielded to a father’s love; Peter, when sink- 
ing, cried, Lord save; all other means had 
failed the infirm woman who touched the 
hem of Jesus’ robe. It is said the darkest 
hour is just before the dawn. 

4. That we have all reason to erect 
an Ebenezer. For past mercies and mani- 
fold deliverances which have crowned our 
past lives, our health restored or the lives of 
dear friends spared. But especially can we 
all ray, because He has saved me! Are we 
daily conscious of the help of God? 

“ Here I raise my Ebenezer ; 

Hither by Thy he:p I've come; 

And | hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 

“ Jesus songht me when a stranger, 
Wandering trom the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me trom da ger, 
Interposed with precious blood” 


DIAGRAM, 
SUBJECT. 
Introduction. | Connection. 
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The puric fart. 
1 They pour water. 
2. They parted. 
3. They coufess sin 


The gol snerifice. 
1. The burnt offering. 
2. ‘Lhe intercession. 








ihe Mighty D-liverer. The mem piliar. 
1. The Lo:a thundered. | 1. The stone. 
2 Israei pur-ued. 2. The name, 
1. Confess sin |2 The power ot prayer. 
8. God near in distress. | 4, Our Evenezer. 
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BY “FAITH LATIMER.” 


Topic: 
Samuel the Judge. 
Golden Text: 
By the Blessing of the Upright the City is exalted 
Narrative: 
How they Returned to God. 


Leading Thought: 
God Will Help. 


Studies for Teachers: 
f1Sam 5:1-5, 
L=am 6:1-2L 
History of the Ark 1Sam.7:1 2 
2Sam 6: 1-'2. 
One who was heard, Ps. 99. 6-9. 
Confession, P.. 51 
Forgiveness, Ps 32:1-6 
Promises to the Penitent, Deut. 3) : 1-10 


NORMAL HINTS. 


ECALL from the children the battles 

with the Phili-tines. Ask, How many 
were killed? What did they capture? Who 
died when he heard the news? Picture the 
dark condition cf Israel; their high priest 
dead; their ark gone; they, conquered by 
their enemies, the Philistines ; God seemed 
indeed to have forsaken them. Why? Can 
you mention any one in the whole nation 
who loved and served God ail this time? 
Where was the one who, when a little boy, 
was given to God by his mother? What 
three things did we learn about the child 
Samson and the child Samuel? When 
Samuel was a man did he forget that he 
wasachild of God? The Philistines who 
had conqnered the Israelites worshiped 
Bialim and A-htaroth. Had they ever be- 
fore learned from their enemies to worship 
idols? 


Onur lesson to-day tells of what took place 
more than twenty years after the death of 
Eli. What had S:muel been doing all these 
twentv years? Did the people wor-hip at 
Shiloh after the ark was taken away ? Prob- 
ably Samuel had goneab ut from one honse 
to another, and from town to town, telling 
the people of their sin in forsaking and for- 
getting God, and in servingidols, How did 
they feel, do von think, when he told them 
of their sins? They were sorrv; fur we are 
told “all the house of Ivrael lamented after 
the Lord.” (Meaning of lamented ) Was 
not Samuel pleased to find they were sorry 
for their sins? He said, “If ye do return 
unto the Lord with all your hearts.” Ti ey 
knew thev had gone far away from God. 
Now Samuel tells them to r turn. How? 
With all their hearts, to be in earnest, 
really to want to be his own children again. 
If they really did want to return, he tells 
them three things they must do. (Write them 
on the blackboard or the slate, and have 
t.em repeated till familiar.) 


seeeeeeeerereeees See neneeeeeeseeeeseenresesneeeseseeeees 


; Pat away strarge gods. i 
i Prepare your hear:s. : 
:; Serve Him only. 


eeereeee eeeececesees Seen eeeeeeneeeeneneeeeesseeeeenennee 7 


What strange gods had they? What does 
“put away” mean? What did G deon do 
to the aliar of Baal and the grove of trees? 

How could they prepare their hearts? When 
the man who brought the bad news to Eli 
came running, how did his clothes look and 
what was on his head? When the people 
failed at Ai, because of the sin of Achan, 
what did Joshua and the elders do? Tear- 
ing the clothes and putting dust and ashes 
on their heads was a signof s: rrow. But it 
was only a sign. When the people were 
really sorry they had taken the first step 
toward beirg better. Can we ourselves 
make our hearts any better? A prophet, 
who lived long after Samuel's time, was talk- 
ing tothe people about their sins and the 
trouble sin had brought upon them, and he 
said, “ Rend your hearts and not your gar- 
ments.” Paul knew that true sorrow was 
the way to become better, and he said, 
“Godly sorrow worketh repentance to sal- 
vation.” David knew who alone could 
make us better, and he prayed “Create in 
me aciean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within me,” Is not that a good prayer for 
us ? Samuel said to them, “ Serve Him only.” 
They knew that they ought not to serve any 
other God. Had they ever tried ix? How 
did they prosper? Is it enough not to serve 
any other God? See his loveto us. You 
know how your thoughtful mother, or a kind 
teacher, afraid you may not remember or 
understand tells you over again and again. 
So onr dear Father in heaven does to his 
children ; so Jesus did when he taiked here 
on earth. Three times, with his own lips, 
he told how to serve (+d. Six times in the 
Bibl-, in the same words, we are told how 
to love and serve God. (Say together the 
verse as in Deut. 6:5.) Now what three 
things did Simuel tell them to do? (Repeat 
from the blackboard.) Then, if the peopledid 
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these things, he promised in three words 
what God would do for them: 


ee eeseces seeceee eee erneaeeeereesseeese sees reneeeeene 


- HE WILL DELIVER. 


When Samuel thonght the aa, were 
beginning to have right hearts he called 
them all together and “had a great meeting. 
Just such a meeting as would be called in 
our time a convent.on, which meins, com- 
ing together. They came toa place called 
Mizpceh and had a great prayer-meeting ; 
they prayed to God and said, “We have 
sinned.” Their enemies heard ‘of the great 
meeting and thought that would be a good 
time to have another battle, and that they 
would go and attack them. The Israelites 
had learned where to look for help; they 
asked Samuel to cry unto the Lord to save 
them. 

He took alittle lamb as an offering for 
their sins, and as it was all burned in the 
fire, and the smoke went up, Samuel prayed 
to God to save them from their enemies. 
Does he always help those who trust in 
him? Hesays, “Cail upon me in the day 
of trouble; I will deliver thee. 

As the Philistines came up to fight, an 
enemy they did not look for and did not 
know came against them. Not met by the 
swords of the Israelites, for they had come 
to a prayer-meeting; not with spears and 
swords in their hands, but sorrow for sin in 
their hearts. It was an enemy the Philis- 
tines could not fight—the thunders of God 
and lightnings from heaven ;—those who 
were not killed fled away in fright. 

Don’t you think the people rejoiced that 
they were saved? Whom cid they thank? 
Samuel. Did they want their children to 
remember it? In those days when they 
wanted a memorial, a mark to remember 
something by, what did they set up? What 
did the two and a half tribes set up to bea 
witness? What was set up when the ark 
rested in Jordan, and what when they 
spent the first night in Canaan? Did you 
ever hear of the tall monument that stands 
at Bunker Hill in memory of a great battle 
that was fought there? So Samuel set 
up a stone to remember their victory. 
(Draw outline of a monumental stone on 
the blackboard.) Was his name put on the 
stone? Was it called after Samuel, the righ- 
teous judge and the praying prophet? No! 
The meaning of the stone was an everlast- 
ing thanksgiving to the God who always wil 
hear prayer and help and save. This 1s the 
meaning of the etone (write within the 
outline of the stone), “ The Lord helped us.’ 
Have Golden [ext recited and sing, “ My 
Faish looks up to Thee.” 


BLACK BOARD. 


Pat away strange gods. 
Prepare your hearts. 
Serve Him only. 


HE WILL DELIVER. 


: THE 
LORD ; 
HELPED US. i 





THE COMMENTARY, © 


1 Samuel 7 : 5-12, 








5. Gather all Israel: 
assembly. Samuel kuew an unarmed assem- 
bly could not safely be couvened in the 
vicinity of the Philis.ines.—Clarke. 

Samuel! could not have been more than 
twenty yeurs of age at Eii’s death.—Jamieson. 

6. Drew water: This might be an embiem 
of the etfect of divine g ace up nthe heart, 
which disposes it to pour forth itself as water 
befure the Lord in peuitential confessions, 
with tears of godly surrow and in fervent 
prayers aud thauksgivings. Some th nk that 
the water Was Used as a kind of baptismal ab- 
lution or purification; others, that it was an 
ex;ressiou of their holy joy in Gud; and 
others, that it was intended to purify the 
ground on which the a:tar was buiit. On this 
occasion Samtiel began to pubiicly act as a 
judge.— Scvit. 

9. A burnt offering: 
with God f.r them 


This was an armed 


Samuel intercedes 

by sacrifice. Christ inter- 
cedes in virtue of bis satisfaction, aud in all 
our prayers we must have an eye wo his great 
Obiativu depe.ding on thet for audience and 
reception.— Henry. 

10. They were smitten before Israel: 
This vrilliant victory secured peace and inde- 
pendence for Israei fur tweuty years, as well 
asthe restitution of the usurped terriutory.— 
Jumueson. 

I2. Ebem-ezer: Thestoneofhelp. The place 
Where it wus Set up was the same where 
tweuty years bef..re the Israelites Were Smitien 
betore the Phiiistines. ‘he reas n given for 
the name is, Hitine:to hath the Lord helped 
us, in which be speaks thankfully of what is 


assed. The beginnings of mercies and de- 
fiveranee are to be acknowledged with thank- 
fulness as far as they go, though they be not 
co.. pletely finished.— Heary. 

Josephus says the place was called Beth-car 
where Samuel set up a stone as the boundary 
of their victory and of the enemy's flight.— 
Jamieson. 





DAILY §  smrrme (E RE serdar 


Monday—1 Sam. 6; 7-16. : 
Twesday—2 Sam. 6: 1-11 ; 
Wednesday—2 Sam. 5; 7-12. ; 
Thursday—Genesis 3L: 44-55 ; 


Friday— Revelations 7 : § 
Saturday—Lam. 2: 11-18. : 
Sunday—Acts 26 : 22-32. ; 











THE BLACKBOARD. | 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON, 


GOLDEN TEXT. 
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SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE. 


SRAEL’'S CONFESSION. 

NVASION BY THE PHILISTINES. 
*TERCESSION OF SAMUEL. 

Nt ERVENTION OF GOFF. 

N GRAPTLFUL REMEMBRANCE. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF 
JUDGE. 


A GOOD 


S-ervant of 
A-cknowledges 
M-ighty in prayer with 
U-pright with man and 
K-xXalted by 

L.-eading others to 


od. 


CANDIDATES FOR OFFIC# 


EACEFUL. 
LEASANT 


SHOULD BE Paste. 


REVAILING. 





ROCURES 

ARDON, 

E,acE AND 
ROSPERiITY FOR THE 
LUPLE OF GOD, 


ENITENCE 


RAYER 
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TOPICS FOR THOUGHT. 


NTERCESSION. 


70: 


ABRAHAM'S 
MOSES’ 
SAMUEL’S 
DAVib’S 
CHAKIST’S 





CLING. 


TO | | 
(THY | 


——:0: 


: Hs I'll raise my Eben-ezer. 


ither by Thy help I’m come.” 





EBEN-EZE 


itherto 


tth the LORD 
elped Us. | 


A GLORIOUS TRUTH. 


"iiai® MOVES 


The Arm 
THAT 


The World, 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


(Specially selected for The Times’ International 
Normal ns. } 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 





I. ISRAEL'S REPENTANCE. (See vy. 4.) “ The heart 
must be broken frum sin as well as for sins.” - Re- 
pentance without amendment is like continual 
pumping in asovip without stopping the leaks. 
Chro .atius, a heathen, sought a cure from oneof 
the early Christians who was reputed to have the 
gift of healing. As a condition thereto, he de 
manded that all the idols in his house shouid be 
broken. he heathen gave his keys to the Chris 
tian, who went about the house, and destroyed all 
the idols he coud find, and theu went to praying 
for the desired cure; butin vain. The sick man 
was as sick asever. The ‘hristian said, "There 
is yet an idol in your house, that must be de- 
stroyed.”” ‘he beathen confessed that ne had one 
of beaten gold, of great value, that he desired 
to save, When it was broken Chromatius was 
heaied. 


II. THE INTERCESSOR’S PRAYER. (v.5and9.) A 
French pir! of fourteen once appeared beicre Na 


poleon, and casting berreif at his teet, cried, * Par- 
don, Sire! pardon f.r my father.” * And who is 
your father?’ asked Napoleon, “and who are 
you?” “My name is Dajoiia,” sve said, and with 
fast flowing tears added, “bat, Sire, my father is 
doumed to die!’ ‘‘ Ah, young lady,” replied Na- 
poleon, “[ can do nothing for you. It is the 
secund time your father has bee n found guilty of 


State. Aias!” exclaimed 
‘I kmow it, Sire; bus I do not 
ask fur jusuce; Limplore pardon beseech you 
to forgive Oh, forgive my father!” 

When Dr. Bacchus tbe Fie ident of Hamilton 
Coliege) was upon his death-bed, the doctor 
called to see him, and, after exxmuining ihe sy mp- 
toms, le(t the room without speaxing, but, as he 
opened the door to go out was observed to whis- 
per something to the servant. ‘ What did the 
physician say to you?’ asked Dr. Bacchus. “He 
said, sir, that you caunot live to exceed ha! f an 
hour.” “Is it so?” said the go.d man. “Then 
tuke me out of my bed, and place me upon my 
knees: let me spend that time in calling upou 
Goud for the sa: vation of the word.” His request 
was complied with; and his last moments were 
spent in breathing forth his pra) ers for the salva- 
tion of his fellow-sinners. He died upon his knees. 


treason against the 
the weeping girl, 


III THE INTERCESSOR’S SACRIFICE. (v.9 ) 
uel, Israei’s iutercess or, Offered a lamb, 
Divine {nterces or offers himse fs: 
wounds he bears,’ ete. 

JExchyius was coudemned to death by the 
Athenians, and about to be led to exeeution. His 
brother Amyutas had signai.zed himself in the 
service of his country, #nd, on the day of an illus- 
tricus victory obtained by his means, lust his 
hand. He came into court ju-t as his brotner was 
coudemned, aud, without saying a word, held up 
the stump of his arm io thesigncotail. the his- 
torian says, that, “‘ when the juog-ssaw this mark 
of his sufferings, they remembered what he had 
done, and, fur his sake, paidoned the guilty 
brother whose life na i been forteived, 


Sam- 
but our 
“Five bleeding 


IV. THe Divins SaLvaTIon. (v 10.) He who 
Manifested himself in cldeu time by nis visibie 
interpositions, xs Gou of nature—who made the 
outer materialism, alike eaitn and firmanent, 
subservient to his purposes, putting a drag on the 
burning axies of the sun, Causing the stars in their 
courses to fight against sisera, drying up the 
tungue of the Red sea. makiug the hailof heaven, 
drifting s eet, the white arrows of his quiver. to 
accom p.ish the cor qiiest of L-rael’s foes: “ When 
the Almighty scattered kings init, it wa. white as 
suow in salimen” (Ps. 68:14.) This sovereign 
Mediator supe rintends apd controls the m velation 
of the still more cumplex and often apparentuly 
capricious wheels of Providence.—J/, R. MacDuff. 


DvRING an earthquake the inhabitants of a vil- 
lage were very much alaimeu, but were, at the 
Sume time, astonished at the Calmness and ap- 
parent jvy of au oia lady whom ali knew some 
oue eske.. herif she was not afraid ‘No,’ said 
she, ‘Lrejoice to know that! have a God that can 
shuke the worid.’ 
is accustomed to call 
thunders home,” and another once cailed the 
thuuder, “ The footsteps of God inthe sky.’ LIuths 
insiauce the tiunder was Gua’s fouttep as he 
came ** travel ‘ins in ihe greatuess of his strength, 
mighty tu save 
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LESSON BULLETIN. 
SECOND QUARTER OF 1875 
April 4, Israel’s Promise. 

Joshua 24: 14-18, 
Aprii ll. The Promise Broken. 


Judges 2: 11-16, 


3. April 18. The Call of Gideon. 

Judges 6: 11-18 
4. April 25. Gideon’s Army. 

Judges 7: 1-8. 
5. May 2. The Death of Samson. 

Judges 16: 25-31. 
6. May 9. Rath and Naomi. 

Ruth 1: 16-22, 
7. May 16. A Praying Mother. 

1 Samuel 1: 21-28, 
8. May 23. The ou pmuel. 

Samuel 3: 1-10. 

9. May 30. The Dead of Bii. 

1 Samuel 4: 12-18, 
10. June 6, Samuel the Juage. 

1 Samuel 7: 5-12. 
ll. June 13. A King Desired. 

1 Samuel 8: 4-9. 
12. June 20. Saul Chosen, 

1 Samuel 10: 17-24. 

13. June 27. REVIEW: Samuel’s Parte 


ing Words. 1 Samuel 12: 20-25. 





St. Andrew’s Sunday-school in Philadel- 
phia—a school that has sent out a great 
number of ministers, missionaries, and godly 
men and women, held its fifty-second anni- 
versary a week The total 
membership of school and missions is over 
800. Oliver Landreth 


Church school. 


or two since. 


superintends the 


A recent ‘sktempt to omit religious exer- 
cises in the public schools of Newark, N, J., 
was defeated in the Board of Education by 
a vote of 18 to 2. 


T. Morrison, Eeq., of London, is giving 
in The Sunday-School Chronicle some very 
valuable articles, entitled “ Hints on Teach- 
ing.” 


The Sunday-school connected with the 
First Baptist Church ,of Nashville, Tenn., 
has raised and expended $20,000 since the 
war. 


“Book Saloons” is the name our Eng- 
lish friends give to the rooms in the Lon- 
don Sunday-School Union where the books 
and Sunday-school requisites of the Society 
are on sale. 


Dr. J. H. Vincent is now the real, actual 
working superintendent of the Methodist 
Sunday-schools in his place of residence, 
We don’t see how 


and at the same time superin- 


Plainfield, New Jersey. 
he does it, 
tends all the Methodist Sunday-se:ools of 
the United States and throughout the world. 


But he manages to do it. 


its Cause and 
is a very broad topic for discussion. 
It should, nevertheless, have a very broad 
hearing—in fact there are few localities 
where it mightn’t be practically discussed to 
advantage. Our English friends had it up 
last month in one of their Sunday-School 
Union anniversaries. 


“Unsuccessful Teaching ; 
Cure” 


The New Y we’ Tailip’ ndent commends 
the admirable plan adopted by all the States, 
on the enggestion of the Executive Commit- 
tee, we believ>, of pledging attendance at the 
Baltimore Convention. A very large dele- 
gation will doubtless be the result. We are 
assured that Baltimore has houses and hearts 
big enough to hold all who may come. 


A very handsome and valuable subscrip- 
tion work is in preparation, to be called an 
“Tllustrated History of Hymns and their 
Authors”—with steel po traits, engravings, 
etc., which will be doubtless a treasure for 
those who love the service of song in the 
sanctuary or the Sabbath-school. It will 
be published by Joseph F. Jaggers, of 719 
Sansom Street, Philadelphia. It will be 
ready by June or July. 





Bureau County, Ll., will hold its sixteenth 
annual Convention, June 8, 9 and 10, at 
Dover. In the call are these earnest words: 
“Friends of the Bible school! This Con- 
vention will be what you make it. Come 
with the Spirit of God, and be prepared to 
work. Two points we want to understand: 
1. The condition of the field. 2. How can 
we put the field in better condition to ac- 
complish the work to be done—the Master’s 
work? All are invited. 
cess of your Convention ! 
cils and paper.” 


Pray for the suc- 
Bring Bible, pen- 


Our English friends admit that “in the 
Sunday-school better than anywhere else we 
know of, the right limit of social distinc- 
tions is observed and taught.” And further, 
that “the general influence of the Sunday- 
school is to develop a Christian courtesy of 
demeanor .’ This belief is 
urged as a reason why “ those of the higher 
classes, who hold aloof from the Sunday- 
school from a fear that they may have to 
compromise their position by mixing with 
humble teachers who be likely un- 
pleasantly to assert their equality,” should 
dismiss their fears and engage in the Sun- 


day-school work. 


in all classes 


may 





WE learn that Mr. G. McMahan, of Mis- 
sourl, is meeting with unusual success in 
various portions of the West. He is, as many 
of our readers know, an earnest lay- 
man, now quite widely known as a 
volunteer worker and children’s evan- 
gelist, who for years has spent his entiré 
time in “* going about doing good,” and prac- 
tically carrying the gospel to the homes of 
the people, and specially laboring for the 
conversion of children. 
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WE have pleasure in presenting pro- 
minent portions of the proceedings last 
week in Baltimore, Remaining parts, 
with speeches, addresses and exercises we 
shall hope to give in another issue or 
two. Enongh is before the reader this 
week to show how truly valuable an oc- 
casion the Convention must have been. 
Dra, Hall and Vincent's addresses are in 
themselves models. Mr. Parsons’s address 
we shall conclude next week, and present 
also addresses in full from B. F. Jacobs, 
W. T. Wylie, Ralph Wella, Duncan Mc- 
Gregor, of Eng!and, a Normal Clwss ad- 
dress, with methods explained, by Dr. 
Vincent, with reports from the States 
and discussions. 








THE BALTIMORE CONVENTION. 


HE Triennial Sunday-School Con- 
vention of the United Sates and 
Canada has been held. For three days, 
three times a day, one of the largest Halls 
in the city of Baltimore has resounded 
with the wor 1s of earnest Sunday-school 
workers, The delegation was the fullest 
and most widely and strongly representa- 
tive of any that has yet convened. The 
number officially present was 403, with 
many visiting delegates. These repre- 
sented twenty-nine different States of the 
Union, besides the Provences of the Ca- 
nadian D minion, 

The utmost harmony characterized the 
Convention. Not a word of unfraternal 
censure or complaint, not a sound of evil 
rivalry or of envious dispraise or dis- 
paragement was heard. In its stead the 
kindest words and the happiest feeling 
as between States and Churches and in- 
terests represented, were noted on every 
side. 

We make of this fact the great distin- 
guishing characteristic of the Baltimore 
Convention. It has established beyond 
retraction and beyond question the era 
of good feeling between the North and 
South. It has demonstrated clearly that 
the Sunday-school workers of the two 
sections can and will make common cause 
in the Sunday-school movement. At 
least seventy Southern members were in 
their places on the floor of the Conven- 
tion cordially and gladly participating in 
the exercises with their brethren. It is 
a most refreshing fact, and of itself suffi- 
cient to make the Baltimore meeting 
proudly prominent in this International 
series of Conventions, 

Other traits of the gathering are of 
incidental importance. The work of the 
Uniform Lesson Committee received most 
gratifying endorsement, and such hearty 
emphasis as must send it on with fresh- 
ened impulse to new victories in the field 
of universal Bible study. The speech of 
Dr. John Hall, reproduced entire upon 
our first page, and the admirable report 
of the Lesson Committee, were regarded 
with the greatest interest and satisfaction 
by all. 

The importance of a study by the whole 
Church of the Sunday-school Lesson for 
the day was forcibly presented in Mr. 
Parsons’s address, which we also repro- 
duce, in part, This subject, including as 
it does the question of a modification of 
the preaching service in order to greater 
results from Bible searching by the whole 
congregation, must engage more and 
more the attention of earnest workers. 
Its agitation will be one of the first steps in 
the progress of the cause. The necessity 





of pushing the Normal-class idea, of for- 
mulating some generally accepted method 
of teacher-training, will also grow vigor- 
ously after the digging at the roots, and 
the watering, it received at Baltimore. 
In this work Dr. Vincent stands facile 
princeps among us, and we shall look to 
see developments of greatest interest and 
value under the guidance of his most 
potent Sunday-school wand. 

Better work will be done by the State 
and County organizations by reason of 
this Convention. The statistical work it 
has undertaken to do will be found to be 
one of its most vital and valuable ones. 
The impression made by the exhibita of 
the International Statistical Secretary 
was profound and will be lasting. No 
delegate could scan the magnificent 
Sunday-school maps displayed upon the 
Convention walls, and come to under- 
stand the plan in its full reach, and the 
methods employed and contemplated, 
without growing enthusiastic over what 
is commonly considered to be the driest 
part of Sunday-school labors. If we 
mistake not, from the Statistical Bureau 
is to come in the future our highest in- 
centive to progressive labors, and the 
mighty chains that shall bind all the 
organizations recoonized in the Inter- 
national work into close, visible and 
effective fellowship. 

The practical aims of Sunday-school 
labor were certainly illustrated most 
pointedly in the speeches and discussions 
of the Convention. The topics appointed 
by the Executive Committee are seen to 
have been more and more radical, practi- 
cal and vital as one looks back over the 
deliberations and reflects upon what they 
have accomplished and what they have 
suggested. How to reach the millions 
outside, how to lead them, having reached 
them, into permanent fellowship with the 
Christian life in our Churches, we cer- 
tainly heard most fully and suggestively 
at the great gathering. The duties of the 
Home to the School and its rare opportu- 
nities for splendid harvests were so clearly 
and winningly set forth, as to stimulate, 
we must believe, all the parents who 
heard, and who shall hear through the 
multiplied reports of the gathering that 
shall cover the land. 

One more feature of the Baltimore 
Convention must be noted. Its modesty. 
We listened so intently from hour to 
hour for many “ great names” to bé an- 
nounced, that we began to fear they were 
absent. And yet a glance before and 
behind, and to the right and left, showed 
that they were with us, the leading spirits 
in their sections, quietly sitting as private 
members, observing, enjoying, and noting 
all, .So that while we give all praise and 
grateful thanks to the members on whom 
the burden of this Convention rested, 
and to whom the honor and the privi- 
lege were given of publicly carrying it 
to its successful issue, we, nevertheless, 
rejoice in a canse that has at its back 
a reserve like that which sat silent and 
strong on the floor of the Convention 
praising, praying and upholding their 
brethren, It is the very best possible 
promise, humanly} speaking, that a cause 
can have to rest its future upon. 

And now, what of the Baltimere Con- 
vention? Doubtless many who remained 
at home expecting to hear that it has 
done “‘ some great thing,” will be disap- 
pointed. Great things are growths. They 
do not spring full grown from the ground. 
The International Lesson was a growth. 
For ten years, at least, God was prepar- 
ing it for his Church, and his Church for 
it. At Indianapolis it bloomed. At Bal- 
timore we admired its beauty and inhaled 
its fragrance. But God does not mature 
for his Church many such plants in a de- 
cade or in ageneration. He has further 





purposes of goodness and fruitions of glory 
toward which he is drawing us in these 
Sunday-school labors. He will unfold 


‘them at the right time. So we would say 


to inquiring souls, “ Let patience have her 
perfect work.” The Convention just closed 
will demonstrate itself visibly, palpably, 
wonderfully, we doubt not, in all the fu- 
ture. Is not the accession of half 
a continent of workers a grand fact? 
Well, we have the beginning of a 
result as mighty as that to con- 
template as the direct, and we believe 
not very distant, issue of this Baltimore 
Convention. And when, with severed 
parts united, the wounds healed, the 
whole Sunday-school body of America 
shall go healthily forward fulfilling its 
appointed functions in carrying the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the ends 
of the earth, shall we not see it and 
rejoice? Yea, we do _ rejoice, pro- 
phetically, in the vision, with a joy that 
is unspeakable and full of glory. 








INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
NOTES. 





Baltimore is a beautiful, beautiful city. 


The acoustic properties of the Hall were 
poor. 


The hours of meeting were 9.30 to1 ; 3.30 
to 6; 8 to 10. 


The weather during all the Convention 
was charming. 





South Carolina sent 9, Tennessee 14, and 
Virginia 14 delegates. 





The Baltimore Gazette gave exceptionally 
good repurts of the proceedings. 





There were in all at least seventy delegates 
from the Sonthern States officially appointed 
and in actual attendance. 





Permanent seats were arsigned the dele- 
gations by States. The places were designated 
by shields bearing the State names. 





Open-air meetings were held in the early 
evenings by K. A. Burnell, of Illinois, and 
George A. Hall, of Washington, D. C. 


Georgia and Massachusetts shook hands 
in the persona of Mr. Parsons and Dr. Wills, 
in the midst of the greatest enthusiasm. 





The total number of official delegates, 
with eredentials, was 403. The attendance 
of “ visiting delegates” beside was large. 





Maryland’s official quota was of course 
full, and hundreds of “visiting delegates” 
beside were in attendance from that State. 





Beautifully executed Sunday-school maps 
of the United States, of Illinois, and of Ohio 
adorned the walls of the main audience 
room. 





A number of delegates, by special invita- 
tion and the inducement of half fare, paid 
a visit to the tomb of Washington at Mt. 
Vernon. 

Tt appears that Amos Tappan, of Massa- 
chusetts, was the oldest “veteran” present. 
He has been a Sunday-school worker fifty- 
eight years. 





Without being invidious, we wish to say 
that the verbal report for Connecticut made 
by Mr. John D. Wattles, the State Secre- 
tary, was a model, 

The Executive Committee will determine 
the next place of meeting. Charleston, 
South Carolina, was offered by one of the 
members from that State. 





The Postmaster of Baltimore very kindly 
detailed a clerk to open in the Hall a special 
station for the Convention mails. It was a 
highly appreciated convenience. 





The Rev. Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, 
Hon. George F. Davis, of Ohio, and H. C. 
Sigler, of Iowa, shared with President Peltz 
the duties of the chair during the sessions. 





New York had 64 delegates present, lead- 
ing the van. Pennsylvania followed with 58, 
Ohio with 44, Illinois with 31, and Indiana 
with 21. Canada had 20 delegates in at- 
tendance. : 





Thanks were pubiiciy offered in the Con- 
vention for the news of the safety of “The 
Me'ropolis.” The family of Mr. Ing, a pro- 
minent Sunday-school worker of Baltimore, 
were passengers on the vessel. 





By special request, the Rev. H. M. Par- 
sons, of Boston, held a Bible service be- 
tween sessions, such as he had described in 
his Convention addres, at the Congrega- 
tional chapel on Eutaw Sireet. 

The International Statistical Secretary 
reports the Sunday-school membership of 
the United States to be 740,979 teachers and 
officers, and 5 637,367 scholara; of Canada, 
35,745 teachers and officers, and 271,381 
scholars. 

Quite a number of delegates were the 
objects of envious regard. They had had 
the good sense to bring their wives with 
them. But the voice of woman was_not 
heard—save in the singing,—taking part in 
all the Convention. 





What a good, warm, round, whole sonled, 
enthusiastic, practical President Peltz he 
was, to be sure. Everybody felt that the 
choice of the presiding officer was the hap- 
piest thing of all the happy things that 
marked the Convention. 


“Convention Hymns” was the singing- 
book. The selections were admirable. It 
comprised over eighty hymns. Some twenty 
were used. Forty would have been ample. 
Nevertheless it was pleasant to roam in 
such a fragrant field of sacred song. 





Prof. Harry Sanders, of Baltimore, led 
the singing—Prof. Wm. F. Sherwin of New- 
ark, assisting at some of the sessions. The 
Convention followed them with a grand body 
of song. Evidently the singing has not been 
neglected in the Sunday-schvols represented. 


The death of the Hon. Willard Hall, of 
Wilmington, Delaware, was announced while 
the Convention was sitting. Judge Hall 
was President of the Second National Sunday- 
School Convention. He was in his ninety- 
sixth year. It was contemplated putting 
his name upon the Vice-President’s list at 
Baltimore, 





Many dreams of personal appearance 
were realized or dispelled, and some hand- 
some surprises sprung upon workers who 
met each other for the first time. “ Why is 
this Brother P.! and Dr. V.! and T.! and 
J.! and W.!” The acquaintances made and 
renewel at these meetings is one of their 
most delightful, not only, but most important, 
features. 





The Local Committee at Baltimore, to 
whom the reception and entertainment of 
delegates was assigned, and through whom 
the delightful hospitality of the city was 
donne, deserve special record. Their 
names follow: William B. C nfieid, G. 8S. 
Griffith, Sr., J. M. Drill, W. R. Barry, J. N. 
Tuttle, Mr. Maxwell, Jacob Knipp, Jr., 
Peter New, A. C. Trippe, E. J. Green, A. 
Fuller Crane, William A. Baker, Dr. J. 
Carey Thomas, H.S. Platt, E. Otis Hinckley, 
G. 8S. Griffith, Jr., Martin Hawley and Dr. 
Chas, A Leas. 


The principal decoration, aside from the 
maps and flags, was a handsome arch, bridg- 
ing the platform recess. At either end was 
a banner, bearing the word “ WELCOME” 
in illuminated letters, with the references 
Phil. 1:2; and 1 Cor.3:9, and the dates 
1832—1875. In the centre, forming the 
keystone, was a third banner, bearing a 

ainting of the globe, with the illuminated 
fcstaee “ My Parish” upon it. On the broad 
band connecting the banners on the left 
were the words “The Sowing” and an open 
Bible, and on the right “ The Reaping” and 
a shining crown. Over the central banner 
and the globe were the words “The Field” 
and “QOur Mission.” The whole design was 
beautifully symbolic. 





THE BAZAAR AT BALTIMORE. 


HE lower hall of the Masonic Tem- 

ple presented, during the Interna- 
tional Convention, a scene of the busiest 
industry and good fellowship. It was a 
sort of business Exchange of Sunday- 
school products, and was in itself a monu- 
ment of the progress made in providing 
equipments for the work of the teacher. 
The various publishers and other occu- 
pants of tables engaged in pleasant com- 
petition with each other as to who could 
make the best display and furnish the 
most useful merchandise. Never was 
this department of a Convention more 
ably managed or more conveniently ar- 


ranged. Happily it was in the best of 
hands. ‘“ Bazaar-General” John C. Mid- 
dieton was in command of the whole en- 
terprise, to the eminent sat'sfaction of 
everybody concerned. The tables were 
rented out at fair rates, and under a sys- 
tem which did even justice to all. 
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For The Sunday-School Times. 
BALTIMORE TOPICS. 


BY WILLIAM F, SHERWIN. 


ND now the Monumental City has 
yet another monument and a grand 
one. It was designed by a board of ar- 
tists, of which Rev. H. Clay Trumbull 
was Chairman and Rev. Geo. A. Peltz 
Secretary. Fur two or three years the 
process of laying the foundation has been 
quietly going on, and when the time 
came the superstructure was erected like 
the Temple at Jerusalem, the component 
parts coming together already fitted 
with such nicety and exactness that 
there was no need of the sound of ham- 
mer or trowel. And was not the loca- 
tion an admirable selection! Central, 
easy of access, roomy, and every way cal- 
culated to induce the tribes to make it a 
sort of Shiloh, whither they would go 
up. 

Baltimore is surely one of the most 
beautiful cities in this or any other land, 
and sits in leisurely elegance, carrying 
upon its face a genial, though courtly, 
smile of satisfaction with itself and all 
things terrestrial and celestial. Itis a 
model of cleanliness, and a walk or drive 
through its streets gives a pleasant di- 
versity of hill and dale, with a touch of 
woodland aroma. There is not the rush 
and crush and whirl of New York, nor 
the intricate labyrinth of winding streets 
which so necessarily develop Boston 
shrewdness and intellect. You miss 
here the staid propriety of the great Cen- 
tennial checkerboard, the reckless haste of 
Chicago, the smoke of Pittsburgh and the 
granite solidity of Montreal. I like Bal- 
timore. The people have a way of doing 
things that is in strong contrast with 
the everlasting hurry of New York life. 
And it conduces to longevity as well as 
peace of mind. A man may be a Sun- 
day-school superintendent here for fifty- 
six years and be just in his prime, look- 
ing good for thirty or forty more anni- 
versaries ; though if he often climbs the 
dark and mysterious passage to the top 
of the Washington Monument his 
chances will surely diminish. It pays 
richly, however, to go at least once, for 
the view in every direction is enchant- 
ing, and you forget the fifteen-cent lan- 
tern, twenty-five-cent telescope, and the 
need of a bit of whitewash in the vesti- 
bule—until you come down. 

Druid Hill Park, 

is a lovely place, which every visitor 
should see. It has more natural beauty 
than any I ever beheld, though lacking 
the artistic finish of New York’s Central. 
But it has fine drives, and lakes, and 
fountains, and flowers and grand old 
trees. An afternoon drive, here will 
show one a wealth of beauty scarcely 
equalled in any city, and if The Times 
were a secular paper I could conscien- 
tiously intimate that in the latter state- 
ment I would include the fair sex. 

But now about the great 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, 
the triennial gathering of the live Chris- 
tian workers of a whole continent, with 
denominational State and National lines 
rubbed out, and the blood-stained ban- 
ner of the cross waving over all. Here 
they came, the young and impetuous, the 
timid and the bold. The modest teacher 
of a primary class, and the veteran whose 
locks had been whitened by frosts which 
never touched his heart. From Nova 
Scotia and Nebraska, from Main and 
Missouri, from beyond the St. Lawrence 

aad the borders of the Mexican Gulf. 

“Like a mighty army moves the host 
of God.” The Parsons of Massachusetts 
tenderly regarded the Wills of Georgia, 
shook hands tremendously, and sat down 
together in the council of war, wholly 

















regardless of the points of the compass. 

The large hall of the Masonic Temple, 
I am sure, never held such an amount of 
sanctified brains before as during the 
sittings of this Sunday-school confabu- 
lation. Nearly all the States, the Pro- 
vinces of the Dominion of Canada, and 
even old England, joining their contri- 
butions to the accumulated mass of large 
hearts and clear intellects. It would 
seem invidious, to use a term not strictly 
original, to mention names where s0 
many representative men from North and 
South, East and West were worthy of 
special note. Suffice it to say that most 
of the recognized leaders and eminently 
successful workers were there. Yet no 
doubt there is a vast amount of wunre- 
cognized power yet to be developed, and 
the query will arise on such occasions, 
“Why not bring out and utilize more of 
the hidden talent, and bring it to the 
front?” But then when you attempt todo 
it, whereshall you begin? These are Inter- 
national occasions and the time is short. 
Every State must be heard, every city is 
anxious lest it shall not have a fair chance, 
and almost any town of importance has a 
man who could make a good speech. Then 
some brethren have the gift of continuance 
ina remarkable degree, others are briefbut 
sufficiently frequent to balance that rare 
merit. Sometimes men who have “ just 
one thought” will contrive to approach 
that lonely idea by such a circuitous 
route, with so many explanations and 
apologies, with such a wealth of circum- 
locution, that the welcome which awaited 
the utterance indicated has melted in 
impatience. 

I think I have somewhere heard or 
read of a man who had five minutes as- 
signed him in a Sunday-School Conven- 
tion where time was precious (as if all 
time were not precious !), and who spent 
six minutes in painful attempts to get off 
a bad pun, and went home in a state of 
mind because the Chairman rung him 
down before he had the opportunity to 
utter what lay hidden under all that rub- 
bish. But, perhaps, that was long ago; 
if not, I hope the time will come when it 
was long ago. It is a trial to have 
“thoughts that breathe and words that 
(ought to) burn,” and then be obliged to 
carry them pent-up day after day, with 
no kindly opportunity of relief from the 
burden which forces the agonizing cry, 
“Ob, wretched man that Iam!’ And yet 
the Sunday-school world moves, even 
without those myriads of lost arts, and 
it will continue an impossibility that 
three hundred good and able men shall 
all be given the place which they may 
richly deserve, while there is only con- 
spicuous room for thirty. These are not 
reflections upon the last great Assembly, 
but rather suggested by great Conven- 
tions in general. Let me see, I was, I 
think, speaking of the Baltimore Conven- 
tion in the former part of this letter. 
There was a good degree of harmony in 
counsels, yet there were differences of 
opinion in many minds before coming 
together; but “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name,” as sung, no doubt did much to 
soften the tone of thought, and when the 
old girdle, “‘ Blest be the tie that binds,” 
was put around hundreds of Christian 
hearts anew and drawn closer with each 
strain of the song, there was unity of pur- 
pose at least. To be sure there were rumors 
of “rings;” but then who knows of any suc- 
cessful Convention,—religious or politi- 
cal,—or Church or other great organiza- 
tion that is not mainly controlled by a 
few master minds and leading spirits 
who might collectively be called in some 
sense a “ring?” The question is not so 
much upon th¢ fact of such a “ wheel 
within a wheel” as upon the use they 
make of their power. Ifa “ring” of a 
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half-dozen will so manage affairs as to 
secure the largest measure of success, 
who cares how few compose it? But if 
the ring is found in any case to seek per- 
sonal ends rather than the general good 
of a cause, it matters little whether it be 
made up of five or fifty, except that the 
smaller the number the more easily can 
they be taken care of if they don’t be- 
have properly. 


“ The best laid plans o' mice an’ men 
Gang aft agiee,” 


and, no doubt, some were disappointed 
in the details of organization. I believe 
some irreverent person actually laughed 
because he thought he heard something 
drop that sounded like what politicians 
call a broken slate; but human nature is 
frail and not always watchful, so in a big 
crowd a slate might be accidentally 
broken without much malice being the 
cause thereof. Certainly the old board of 
officers was a noble one, and surely the 
new one is not otherwise. Paul planted 
well, let Apollos water assiduously and 
God will give abundant increase. 

Possibly some readers of The Times may 
say that all these comments are not 
strictly necessary just now; but The 
Times will live when they are dead, will 
be filed away in patent binders, and I am 
writing for the benefit of future genera- 
tions upon whom will devolve the run- 
ning of Inter-continental Sunday-School 
Conventions. In another letter (if you 
permit) I will give a bird’s-eye view of 
some points in the exercises which were 
of special interest. 





THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
(SIXTH NATIONAL) 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION, 
HELD IN 
BALTIMORE, May 11, 12 and 13, 1875. 


{Reported expressly for The Sunday-School Times. } 


HE First International (Sixth National) 

Convention of Sunday-School Workers 
of America—including the United States 
and the Dominion of Canada,—met accord- 
ing to the call in Baltimore, Maryland, at 
10 o’clock, A. M., of Tuesday, May 11, 1875. 
The Masonic Temple, a Hall of large di- 
mensions, was hired for the occasion. It 
was well filled at the opening session. 

Promptly at the hour named the Rev. H. 
Clay Trumbull, of Connecticut, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee, called the Con- 
vention to order, and on his motion the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were made temporary 
officers, namely: President, Prof. Philip G. 
Gillett, LL. D., of Illinois; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, E. D. Jones, of Missouri; Second Vice- 
President, Rev. J. L. McKee, D. D., of Ken- 
tucky; Third Vice-President, J. Bennet 
Tyler, of Pennsylvania; Fourth Vice-Presi- 
dent, George H. Hare, of California, and 
Secretary, Rev. George A. Peltz, of New 
Jersey. 

Upon taking the chair President Gillett 
gave out the hymn, “All hail the power of 
Jesus’ name,” which the Convention sang 
grandly. The Rev. R. Scott Norris, of 
Baltimore, read the Scriptures, and ‘‘ Blest 
be the tie,” attuned to “ Dennis” rolled in 
rich chorus over the assembly, Prayer fol- 
lowed by the Rev. S. W. Haddaway, of 
Baltimore. . 

The Opening Speech, 

President Gillett gave the opening ad- 
dress. The Fifth National Convention, 
he said, had adjourned at Indianapolis, 
leaving to the Executive Committee to fix 
the exact time and the place for holding its 
successor. At that time the Dominion of 
Canada was made one with the United 
States in this movement, and we now as 
semble as an International body in this 
beautiful Monumental City of Baltimore, a 
city renowned not only for its religious en- 
thusiasm but for its business enterprise as 
well, which was now solving the problem of 
internal transportation that has so puzzled 
the statesmen of the country. The time and 





place were auspicious for such a gather- 
ing. On the eve of the Centennial Celebra 
tion of the Americar Republic it was espe- 
cially fitting that the heroic Huguenots of 
the sunny South should unite with the 
descendants of the stern Puritans of the 
North in this International Convention, and 
upon the soil where Calvert planted free- 
dom and religious toleration. (Applause.) 

An allusion to the recent letter of Mr. 
Gladstone, England’s late Premier, on the 
occasion of the Concord Centennial celebra- 
tion, and a kindly reference to England’s 
noble Christian Queen, elicited further ap- 
plause. The necessity of a religious prin- 
ciple as the basis of civil liberty, and a re- 
cognition of the Sunday-school as one of the 
conservators of this principle in the nations 
were referred to; the fact being noted that 
the Sunday-school movement begun by Rob- 
ert Raikes in England was synchronous 
with the establishment of civil liberty in 
Americs. He is a poor student of history 
who notes the bloody revolutions in society, 
by which human progress is secured, and 
fails to perceive the moral and religious 
agencies that are raised up to prepare so- 
ciety for the enjoyment of that progress and 
to secure its perpetuity. The Sunday-echool 
is one of these agencies. The Sunday-echool 
of the age is taking the hand of the children 
of the age and leading them into a broader 
and grander political and religious life. It 
is breaking down the middle walls of parti- 
tion between Christians, and fulfilling for 
the Church of Christ the prayer of Christ 
“that they all may be one.’ In the inter- 
ests of this great cause they had assembled. 
This International Convention of Sunday- 
school workers lifted up its banners, sus- 
tained by more than a million prayers of 
those whom they represent. During the 
last year more than $60,000 were spent in the 
fruitless effort to restore to his home the 
child who had been so cruelly abducted, and 
the heart has not been found on the conti- 
nent that says that the expenditure was too 
great. Our work is not to bring back a 
single boy to his earthly home, but to re- 
store the thousands and millions of Charley 
Rosses all over the land to the bosom of the 
heavenly Father. In this, its noble mission, 
may God bless this International Conven- 
tion! (Applause.) 

Address of Welcome. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D.D, ree- 
tor of St. Peter’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Baltimore, followed with an ad- 
dress of welcome which was applauded at 
frequent intervals. He welcomed his breth- 
ren as men and women interested in the 
Christian education of the young, and en- 
gaged in a cause that linked them with the 
highest ministries of earth and heaven, ‘a 
cvse that lies nearest to the heart of God. 
This was the attraction that had brought 
them together over the great distances that 
separated them—not the charms of the beau- 
tiful city with all its hallowed associations, 
its present advantages, or its future possi- 
bilities. The Church will languish, society 
will decline, and Ichabod wil! be written 
over all our glory as cities, as communi- 
ties and as nations if we do not our duty by 
the children whom God has given us, if we 
train them not for usefulness and holiness 
and heaven, The need of Sunday-school 
work was pointed by a reference to the gl- 
tarless homes in the land, the prevailing 
practical atheism, the spread of intemper- 


| ance, and the mighty work that the Church 


with its departments had to do for the eyan- 
gelizing of the millions that are without. 
The address, which was written, waveone of 
much earnestness of thought and beanty of 
diction. It will be pyblished entire in the 
official report of the proceedings. 
The Response. 

Mr. J. Bennet Tyler, of Pennsylvania, Su- 

perintendent of Presbyterian Supday-Schools 


| in the United States, responded on the part 


oftheConvention. We had come, hesaid, not 

in the interests of any Church, or creed, or 

section, but in the name of Him whose king- 

dom is peace and love, and whose distin- 
To be continued on page 332. 
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DR. VINCENTS ADDRESS, 
(Continued from page 322.) 


by having the map bung against the 
wall, the miniature Diack board on which 
little Tot goes to make his scratches and 
to be kept quiet, or the Golden Text to 
be written and the map outlined, or some 
other lesson exercise, in which all the 
children may be led to take interest and 
delight. 

But the home must do vastly more 
than have family prayers. It must do 
more than to seat its children in a row 
and drill them on the Caurch Catechism. 
Here are two things it must do: 

The Home a Living Gospel. 


First, our Christian homes must be 
practical illustrations of the gospel we 
teach. Every Christian home must have 
aright life. The father must be honest, 
seli-contained, honorable in his dealings 
with his fellow-men, courteous in his bear- 
ing toward all his family, as much a gentle- 
man in his own parlor and dining-room 
as in the parlors and dinivg-rooms of his 
friends, (Applause.) The mother must, 
by patience, by purity, by industry, by 
carefulness, by hiding up right standards 
and ideals of life, aud snowing her chil- 
dren what the preacher means when he 
preaches about a godly life, what the 
teacher means when he teaches about the 
way w heaven, and aciually illustrate the 
life in heaven by the lite on earth, I 
have knuwn plain quiet homes, with very 
little ornameut, very little furniture, very 
little of esthetic development on au ex- 
tensive scale, where there seemed to be 
the very life of heaven, where the beauty 
of heaven seemed to dwell, where the 
power of heaven made itself manifest in 
the life and conversation and tone and 
manner of father and mother, and elder 
bruthers and sisters, down through all the 
list. We need more such illustrations as 
these of our teaching. The mission of 
the home is to furnish the object lessons, 
where the children shall see the concrete 
manifestation of the principles we teach 
in our Lesson Leaves and text-books and 
from the Word of God. 

The Atmosphere’ of Home. 

The second thing is the impalpable, 
undefinable gy bee" we call the atmos- 
phere of home, You kuow that there are 
some people that attract you, and some 
that repel you. Some people I meet 
make me teel at once, ‘ There is a man 
after my own heart; | like that man;’’ I 
waut tu shake his hand; I want to breathe 
my God bless you! on him. And there 
are other people I meet with whom I feel 
instinctively that while 1 dou’t exactly 
think it necessary to put my hand on my 
pucket-buok, yet [ don’t exchange cards 
with them, and don’t ask them to come 
and see me, and [ go away with the quiet 
reflection that [ don’t care to meet nem 
aguin this side of the pearly gates. This 
surt of unconscious influence is that 
which, when a minister of Christ wields, 
he is &@ man of might, though he be 
not learned nor eloquent; and the 
teacher or the private Christian, though 
he taiter in his speech, though his gram- 
mar and his rhetoric be defective aud his 
utterance lame, is yet a power in winning 
hearts tu himself. And it is this uncon- 
scious influence in the family that makes 
it an Eden and gives to it its power over 
ali that come within its c.rcle, 

The Mother the Queen. 

First, there is the mother in the home. 
She is the Queen of the house. That is 
ber sphere. (Applause.) I have not the 
slightest sympathy with any of the mo- 
dern tendencies that would seek to build 
outside of the home a platiorm a little 
higher than the home platform. (Ap- 
plause.) I believe in enlarging, in widen- 
ing the sphere for woman, When a 
woman does her work weil she ought to 
be well paid for it; and when she has 
particular gifts, that enable her to doa 
certain work, she ought to be allowed to 
do that certain work. But when a woman 
steps outside the circle of wifehood and 
motherhood, and thinks she has stepped 
into a higher sphere, she is mistaken. 
(Applause.) Let her go where she will, 
and be what she may, but let her re- 
member that motherhood is the crown of 
woman, (Applause.) Ah whatasweetand 
beautiful itiustration the good Christian 
mother is of the Gospel ot Jesus Carist | 
When sbe dies, and the old homestead is 
oceupied by strangers, or is burned down, 
and the boy goes back a full grown man, 
with the frosts of winter, even, on him, 
and his step made tremulous by age, he 
says, ‘ Well, my mother was nos elo- 
quent; she never wrote for the papers, 





and not much beside these precious old 
letters I hold; she was not famed in the 
world; the world has forgotten her; but 
I shall never forget her life. How she 
used to hold on to her lips. 1 wondered 
at the time what it meant. She told me 
after I had grown up that those were the 
times she struggled to be patient, and 
never to speak a word that would make 


beauty and of rest. She would go through 


the weary day with its trials and provo- | 


cations of the flesh and the spirit, cheer- 
ful, hopeful, happy, and yet agonizing 
often tor the grace to bear and to suffer, 
and to be patient under the multitude of 
a mother’s daily trials. God bless her— 
bless her memory and her life to her 
old boy!” Mothers that so impress their 
life upon their homes is what we want 
to give power to the Sunday-school work 
and the Church work of the day. 
The Father. 


But the fathers! They have something | 


todo. Boys take to their fathers. Girls 
take to their mothers. 
older they take to their mothers. A boy 
up to ten years loves his mother more 
than he loves any other woman. Then he 
comes to love another woman alittle more 
than he does his mother. ( Laughter.) 
He ought to be excused for that! But 
with the best wife in the world, the time 
comes to a young man,a middle-aged 
man, when he turns back to the mother- 
Jove, and says, “Ob, that was the sweet 
love of my lite. God bless the memory 


of my mother to my soul’s uplifting!” | 


Now while a boy is delighted for the 
time being with the tender and demon- 
strative affection of his mother, there 
comes the time when he breaks away 
from it, somewhat, and takes more to bis 
father. He wears boots like his father. 
He has two cravats, and in a few months 
ten cravats, of different colors, He takes 
them out and puts them on. He grows 


to regard men outside of his home. He | 


thinks “I will soon bea man.” He looks 
up at his father when he comes from 
down town with an air of admiration, 
as he feels, ‘ My father is a man—a grear, 
big, strong man /” He don’t quite ap- 
preciate now as he did the tenderness 
and sweetness of the mother-way—with 
its loving caress. He is a little restless 
under it. He likes his father’s decided 
manner, his business-like tone of voice; 
he loves to go down town with him; he 
follows him whenever he may—and 
not to be kissed and caressed, and to 
have ‘“‘a fuss’ made over him, but simply 
to hang on to him, “I am father’s boy,” 
is now his boast. When mother prays 
with him, and brings her Bible ; and has 
him choose a text, and they read it, and 
she talks to him of death and of eternity 
he is moved, he feels it, he loves his mo- 
ther, he knows she is an angel, but he 
has come to be a little restless in thought; 
he thinks, Well, mother is very good 
and very sweet—but women are very 
tender-hearted, you know; religion is 
just made for them, they are so delicate 
and soft and loving. But when the boy 
can turn to his father and see him read 
his Bible, and hear him pray, he revises 
his view. He says, “ Well, my father is 
a business man and he prays; he isa 
strong man, and I have seen the tears 
in his eyes; he is not sentimental like 
women, And he talks beautifully about 
God and heaven and the Bible; he says 
he loves Jesus, and I guess I will too. 
He says he is a Christian; I want to be a 
Christian too. He is a Christian busi- 
ness man; I want to be a Christian busi- 
ness man too, just like father! Ah! if 


the fathers in the home and out of it il- | Hee - - 
| is infinite, omnipotent, and enduring. 


lustrated the religion of Christ, how their 
boys would follow them! 
Pastoral Visits. 

I am going to say something that is 
not very popular just now. I have great 
faith in the power of a minister of Christ 
in the family! (Applause.) I do not 
sympathize with the modern nonsense 
against ministers in their pastoral work. 
1 believe in ministers. They are the 


purest set of men on God’s earth! (Ap- | 
I shall never forget, one day | 


plause. ) 





After boys get | 











| 














when | was a boy, in Pennsylvania, and | 


our minister, Brother Crawford (some of 
you remember him—he was one of God’s 
men) came to our house, as all the min- 
isters used to come. He would always 
have us altogether for prayers whenever 
he came,—-that blessed old custom. He 
would then get into his buggy at the 
gate and drive off. Like a boy, I was 
always at the gate as soon as he could 

t there. This day that I remember, I 
) ame that after he had gone, I went back 


to the house and saw my father with tears 
in bis eyes. It wasn’t Conference time, 
and I couldn’t understand why my father 
should cry! (Laughter) I went to him 
and said, “ Father, what is the matter?” 
“ My son, I was just thinking how God 
honors us in sending his ministers to our 
house, to make it their home.” I have 


| always honored and loved ministers from 
home anything but a delight, a place of | 


that moment! Oh, by the right sort of 
faithful, social, pastoral visitation the 
culture and the strength and the fine 
taste of the ministry can be brought to 
bear on the plain homes, and they can be 
toned up and lified up wonderfully. 
And just what the minister can be in his 
sphere, the Sunday-school superinten- 


| dent and the Sunday-school teacher can 


be in their sphere, 
A Cheerful Religion. 

One or two more thoughts. Our homes 
must have more of tue cheerful element 
in them, in the religious life. In too 
many homes religious duties are ap- 
proached in a stiff and formal style, al- 
together out of keeping with its hearty, 
joyous character. When the catechising 
goes on, as it sometimes does, and it 
ought to go ona great deal more, the 
whole exercise is made to have a sort of 
professional religiousness about it that is 
distasteful—and with which I do not 
sympathize at all. I like a home, from 
one minute past twelve o’clock on Sun- 
day morning, all the way through the 
seven days of the week, back again to 
twelve o’clock on Monday moruing, to 
be full of honest, wholesome, practical 
common sense cheerfulness— a cheerful- 
ness with reality about it. The children 
will thus come to look at religion asa 
real thing. When a truth comes before 
them that is fitted to inspire solemnity, 
solemnity will cometo them naturally. A 
solemnity that is inspired by the truth is 
worth something; a solemnity that is 
put on is not worth anything anywhere, 

Catholicity. 

In the present aye we need to cultivate 
in our families, the spirit of catholicity. 
A great deal of the bigotry that ex- 
ists to-day—and it is a very abominable 
thing !—arises'from the cultivation of the 
spirit of bigotry in the home. From the 
time the child begins to learn anything 
he learns “ Beware of them Baptists!” 
(Laughter.) I thank God to-night that [ 
never heard in my father’s house, al- 
though I was twenty years old before my 
mother, the Queen of it, died, and my 
home was no more a home, I never heard 
one ungenerous word spoken about an- 
other Caristian denomination; and the 
reputation and name of every Christian 
minister of every denomination was as 
sacred as the reputation of my own 
mother. (Applause) I am a Catholic 
Methodist Episcopalian. And I believe 
in the spirit of catholicity, which recog- 
nizes the denominational distinctions 
and denominational integrity; and which 
gives to every man the right to interpret 
God’s Word according to his own con- 
science; to stand up bravely and 
boldly for his own convictions, and al- 
lows every other man to do the same, and 
yet shakes hands over it, and glorifies 
God for the spirit of Christian unity. (Ap- 
plause. ) 

Let us then have this real co opera- 
tion between the school and the home. 
Let us make home the example in all 
the qualities of the spiritual and divine 
elements which we teach in the school, 
and above all let the atmosphere of the 
Sunday-school be the atmosphere of a 
cheerful, practical, honest, catholic god- 
liness, and you will find that the rela- 
tion between the school and the home 


(Great applause.) 





THE FIRST SUNDAY-SCHOOL IN 
MADAGASCAR. 





| 





HE New York Independent condenses | 


the following from an interesting 
sketch in the London Sunday-School 
Chronicle : 


The first regular Sunday-school in | , ack aig 
| to gain whatever peculiarity of view or de- 


Madagascar has been gathered at Anta- 


nanarivo. An English printer, connected | 


with the Friends’ Mission, is its super- 
intendent. A native superintendent 
seemed out of the question, for “the 
Malagasy, even those who know a good 
deal, have not the smallest idea how to 
rule or keep order. An English child of 
ten could keep order in a large school of 
boys as well as any of these people.” 


ge 





On the first Sunday 630 boys and girls 
crowded into “the boys’ school Ambohi- 
jatovo,” a building about thirty feet 
square. It was not an easy matter to 
enroll the new scholars, for, according 
to the report of one of the teachers, 
“their names are very queer, and the 
girls wi/l cover up their mouths with 
their Jambas when they are asked a ques- 
tion, so that it is almost impossible to 
make out what they say, and if I asked 
them to repeat it they would all laugh. 
These people have no surnames, so we get 
plenty of the same name, and have to 
number them—especially such names as 
Raketaka, for that only means ‘ youngest 
child ;’ Baketabas, which means ‘the 
new-born youngest child ;’ Ramatoa, ‘the 
eldest child ;’ Kazafy—i e¢., ‘a grand- 
child ;) Razafimanga—i. e., ‘Miss Blue 
grandchild.’ It seems funny to hear of 
Miss Blue or Miss Red, though I don’t 
know why it should be worse than Miss 
White or Miss Black. Some names are 
much longer, such as Rasoamanadino, 
Ramananzanahary.” 

The International Lessons are not yet 
introduced into this Madagascar school, 
but the truth from the same Bible as to 
the same Saviour is taught there asin the 
best American Sunday-schools. 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS. 


BY REV. WARREN RANDOLPH, D. D. 


[Presented to the International Convention at 
Baitimore.]} 





HE history of this Committee and of its 
work is a simple story and is soon told. 
As originally appointed, the Committee 
consisted of ten persons representing the 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Episcopal 
and Congregational denominations of the 
United States, with provision for the addi- 
tion of two others to represent the Sunday- 
School Workers of Canada. 

The first meeting of the Committee was 
held on the 19th of April, 1872—the day of 
its appointment,—in the session-room of the 
Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. This meeting was only prelimi- 
nary—to survey the work and plan for its 
prosecution. 


The First Meeting. 


The first meeting for the selection of 
Lessons was held in the Rooms of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association in New York, 
on the 23d of May following. At this meet- 
ing the Rev. J. Munro Gibson, of Montreal, 
and A. Macallum, E-q, of Hamilton, were 
present and touk their seats as members of 
the Committee representing the Sabbath- 
School Association of Canada. During this 
session the following results were reached, 
and were subsequeutly published to the 
Sunday-school world, namely: 

1. In accofdance with the terms of our 
appointment, the Lessons will be selected 
from the Oid Testament and the New, alter- 
nating between them each year. 

2. While we are not allowed to extend 
the proposed course through more than seven 
years, we doubt whether it can be bruught 
wi hin less than that time. 

3. We have decided to begin with the 
Book of Genesis, and in studying the Old 
Testament to make the general order of 
progression chronological. 

4. We deem it important to spend some 
portion of each year in studying the char- 
acter and work of Christ. We prop se, 
therefore, to devote half the first year to his 
life as recorded by Matthew. 

5. During the second year similar studies 
will be suggested in Mark, and after that in 
Luke and in John; in each instance seeking 


sign the writer may have had. 

6. Ata later period we may enter more 
or less minutely upon our Lord’s Words and 
Works as recorded by these Evangelists, 
and give special attention to his closing 
Ministry and Death. 

7. As early as practicable we will intro- 
duce Les~ons on the labors of the Aposties 
and on the planting of the Church and the 
doctrines of the New Testament as given in 
the Acts and the Epistles. ° 

In the prosecution of the work the Com- 
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mittee has thus far followed this pian and 
has found little occasion to modify 1. 
Looking Beyond America. 


On the 20:h of June the Committee met 
again in New York, and cémpleted the se- 
lection of Les+ons for 1873. At this meet- 
ing the Committee touk its first action look- 
ing to the extension of our work beyond the 
borders of our own Continent. Learning 
that the Chairman of the Committee, the 
Rev. Dr. Vincent, was about to visit England, 
a resolution was , as-ed to give him letters of 
commendat on to the London Sunday -School 
Union, «nd to express through him a desire 
that our brethren of Great Britain wiil, as 
far as consistent, co eperate with us in se- 
curing a uniform study of the Word of God. 

The Lessors for 1874 were selected at a 
meeting of the Committee held at Niagara 
Fai s, on the 19.h of February, 1873. <At 
this meeting Mr. George H. Stuart, on ac- 
count of ili heaith, re igned his membership 
in the Committee, and Mr. J. Bennet Tyler, 
of the Presbyterian Board of Piblicauon, 
was elected in his place. Dr. Vincent re- 
ported his cordial reception by the London 
Sunday-Schoot Union. The officers of that 
Union expressed a hearty interest in our 
work. ‘They adopted most of our Lessous 
for 1874, and proposed to co-operate with 
us, as far as may be, in the fuvure. “A beau- 
tiful epi-ode iu the Commit ee’s experien e 
at Niagara was a visit made to them by the 
pas ors of the Baptist, Methodi-t, Congre- 
ga'ioval and Presbyterian Churches of the 
village, who came in a body and invited the 
C..muaitiee to pause for awhile in the study 
of Gud’s writien Word, and go with them 
t» view his Work in the mighty cataract 
which is constantly resounding in their ears, 
Tne occa-iun furnished one of those de- 
lignitul memories which it is ever refresh- 
ing to recall. 

On the 4th of February, 1874, the Com- 
mittee met in Philadelphia to select the 
Le-sons which are ia use the present year. 
At this meeting a communication was re- 
ceived from the London Sunday-School 
Union. showing their readiness to co operate 
With us in this work and henceforth to have 
uniturmity in their Lessons and ours. 

Next Year’s Lessous, 

Our work for 1876 is already completed, 
a meeting for that purpo-e having been held 
in New London, Conneeticut, on the 5th of 
November ijast. Subseq rent correspondence 
with the London Sunuay-School Union led 
to slight modifications of the Lessons then 
agreed upon, but a final revision has now 
been made and the result has recently been 
given to the public. In compliance with 
the request of our English brethren it will 
be seen that the Les-ous for 1876 are some- 
what longer than those hereto ore given, 
and are also made to alternate once in three 
months between the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Suppo-ing the assigned Lessons 
may be thought two long to commit to me- 
mory entire, the Committee has indicated 
shorter portions which are designated 
© Memory Verses.” 

‘}he Commitiee was divided in opinion in 
regard to the three mouths’ alternation, but 
all cheerfuliy consented to the arrangement 
for one year, regarding it in the tight of an 
experiment and deeming it wise to make 
this concession to the wishes of our Erglish 
brethren. Since the second year after their 
appointment, the Committee in addition to 
presenting a schedule of Lessons has also 
suggested a list of “Golden Texts,” whic 
are thought to embody in a single verse, or 
leas, the central idea of the Scrp.ure studied. 
These “ Texts’ have been adopted by the 
London Sunday-School Union, as well as by 
most of our own. 


The Far-Reaching Influene. 


In common with the general Christian 
public, the Committee have marked with 
amazement and delight the far-reaching in- 
fluence of our work. In the plans it formed 
three years ayo the [ndianapolis Convention 
was acting more wisely than it knew. It 
inaugurated a system of Bible study more 
general and more thorough than the world 
has ever seen before. ‘Tine Committee to 
whom was assigned the selection of the Les- 
sons, and who in this respect are only the 
servants of the Christian public, did not 
then, even if they do now, grasp the magni- 
tude of the work. When they see the favor 
with which it has been received they unite 
with you in giving devoutest thanks to God 
for the honor which, through this ageney, 
he has put upon his Word, and tor the 
blessed fel.owship into which he is thereby 
bringing his people! The Committee have 
found their personal cummunings while en- 
gaged in their work among the most delight- 
ful experiences of life. Ou these occasions 
they have found the voice of prayer and the 
song of praise stirring their protoundest 
Christian sen-ibilities and blending their 
souls in the sweetest Christian sellowship. 
They have here found an earnest of the 
day, when the watchmen “shall see eye to 
eye;” when they “shail lifi up the voice; 
with the voice together shall they sing ;” 





when it shall be seen that the Episcopalian 
and the Baptist, the Congregationalist, the 
Presbyterian and the Methodist are all * one 
in Christ.” 

Who Use the Lessons. 


The extent to which our work is already 
carried far surpasses the most sanguine ex- 
pectations. These Lessons are largely in 
use throughout our own land by Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Episcopalians, Con- 
gregationalists, Lutherans, Moravians, 
Friends, members of the Reformed Churches, 
Adventists, and many others—a mighty 
host, to be enumerated only by millions, 
Each of these denominations has estabiished 
Sunday-school periodicals, large parta of 
which are devoted to the exposition of the 
Lessons. In addition to these, private en- 
terprise has established many more. The 
weekly religious press of almost all denomi- 
nations in every issue expounds the same, 
and in some instances secular papers are 
doing it, while the teaching of the Les-on 
for the tollowing day has become the Satur- 
day feature of the noon-day prayer-meetings 
all over the land. Thus our Lessons have 
found their way to the Sunday-schools along 
the shores of the Atlantic, down the slopes 
of the Pacific, and through all the region 
which lies between. East and West, North 
and South have come to love and use them. 
Who would have thought, ten years ago, 
that Divine Providence was preparing for 
our land such a bond of Union! * This is 
the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our 
eyes.” 

Canada With Us! 

Scarcely less wonderful is it that the 
British Colony of Canada should be so 
heartily in accord with us. On the 19th of 
April, 1872—the day when this Committee 
was appuinted—there were just three years 
wanting of a hundred since our fathers 
broke out in open revolt from the British 
crown, striking on that day the first blow 
fur our independent natiouality at Concord 
and Lexington. But the Mother Country 
has jomed us almost as cordiaily as her 
Colony. Mr. Gladsione, by his letter to the 
Lexington Centennial, amazed the world 
with the evidence he gave of the progress 
of good feeiing. Nothing will do so much 
to make universally prevalent the sentiments 
he expressed and to unity the English speak- 
ing peuple as a united study of the Bible. 

The World Joining In. 

But this is not all. Our work will help 
to unify the nations. The tidal wave is 
already roliing along the shores of Conti- 
nental Europe. The ground swell is felt in 
Asia, and even in the regions that are be- 
youd, Our Lessons are tu-day in use in 
France and Germany, in Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Ltaly and Greece; in Syria, Hin- 
dustan, India, Burmah and China. Old 
Mexico is siting down with us to the study 
of these Scriptures. ‘The isles, too, wait for 
God’s Law. Australia, New Zealand and 
the Sandwich Islands have clasped hands 
with us across the intervening waters, and 
it is literailly true, t.at oe set of Sabbath 
studies is going with the sun around the 
globe. (Applause. ) 

The testimonies we have received touch- 
ing the value of the system we employ are 
full of inspiration. Tne Key. Mr. Woud- 
side, Missionary of the Refurmed Presby- 
terian Church, now on a visit to this coun- 
try, says: “As soon as I became acquained 
with the working of the system I resolved 
on returning to India to have it adopted 
there.” Mr. Hartley, of the London Sun- 
day-Schoolt Union, writes: “In our own 
Colonies, and in many of the Continental 
schools, they are in use, and we are always 
trying to extend them in these directions. 
Neariy two million separate papers and ma- 
gazines, relating to the International Les- 
sous, were issued in 1874.” 

The Rey, E. W. Parker writes to the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Church from India: “I translate the Les- 
sons and Notes. We give an entire service 
to the school. In*the afternoon I have 
usually preached from the Golden Text. 
‘Thus we have one entire Bible lesson for 
the entire day. Two years ago we had 
about 1000 scholars’ in all our schools—now 
we have 3536. Sir William Muir, the 
Governor of these Provinces, visited our 
schools, and on leaving remarked “that he 
had seen nothing in India that interested 
him so much as that way of teaching our 
people.” 

The Lesson in Rome. 

These Lessons have gone also to Old 
Rome, and week by week are being taught 
under the very shadow of St. Peter’s, and 
in full sight of the Vatican. (Applause.) 

The Rev. W. C. Van Meter writes: 
“Each Wednesday night we have a crowded 
meeting. I have some of our finest Sun- 
day-school hymns translated, and printed, 
and give a copy to each to sing at home. 
Each Wednesday evening I write the mu- 
sic of one on the blackboard and teach it. 
1 have also had some of the International 











Lessons translated and printed, and use 
them in my day and night and Sunday- 
schools, and they are splendid!” And thus, 
with Victor Emmanuel on the throne, and 
Garibaldi in Parliament, and Van Meter 
in the Vatican Mision, and the Interna- 
tional Lessons among the people there is 
hope even for the Papal city, and a brighter 
day is dawning where there has been one 
long night of ignorance and superstition. 
And so it is that God has given to the 
Sunday-school workers of America the high 
honor of helping on that day of glorious 
triumph which prophets foretold and for 
which the saints of all ages have been work- 
ing and waiting. 
For the Committee, 
WARREN RANDOLPH, 
Secretary. 
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At the Fifth National Snnday-School Conven- 
tion, held at Indianapolis, Ind, April 1'-19, 1872, 
an Executive Committee was appointed, to arrange 
for and to eall a new Convention for the United 
States and Canada, at a convenient time in the 
year 1875. This Committee consisted of fifteen 
persons, and they were authorized to add to their 
numpher the names of such suitable persons, of 
the Spirit of Christ and of the spirit of this work 
from the Southern States as mignt be willing to 
labor in the direction of the Convention's aim. 

This Committee has met from time to time dur- 
ing the past three years in proseeution of the 
work assigned to it, and now makes report of its 
doings to the Convention it has sammoned in ac- 
e \rdance with the directions given at Indianapolis. 

No difficulty was experienoced in securing repre- 
sentative men from the South to co-operate with 
the Committee in its plans, and eight new mem- 
bers were added accordingly. A visit made to the 
South by the Chairman and Secretary of the Com- 
mitee, for the purpose of inducing such co-opera- 
tion, developed only the warmest spirit of frater- 
nal sympathy between the workers in a common 
cause, North ani South. [Applause] The result, 
by God's blessing, is this new Convention, more 
thoroughly national, so far as the United States is 
concerned, than any of its predece-~sors, and 
made international by the attendance of a strong 
delegation from the various Provinces of the Do- 
minion of Canada, 

The Secretary and Treasurer of the Indianapo- 
lis Convention was maae a member of the new 
Executive Committee, and subsequently Secretary 
and Treasurer of that Committee. His report of 
the finances is appended to and made a part of 
this report 

A Siatistical Secretary was aprointed at Indian 
apolis to collect and arrange statistics for presen- 
tation at the new Convention. He has faithfully 
prosecuted his important labors in co-operating 
with the Executive Committee, and the result of 
his endeavors he will lay before this Convention. 

In deciding upon the time and place for a new 
Convention, the Executive Committee sought ear- 
nestly to fix upon a dite most convenient, and 
upon acity most attractive to the greatest num- 
ber of Sunday-schoo. workers throughout the 
field included in the plan of the Convention. Bal- 
timore was, all things considered, the first choice 
of the entire Committ3e as a place of gathering 
even before an invitation was extended from that 
city [applause], and, when a cordiu! invitation 
was received from the citizens of Baltimore, 
through the Maryland Sunda y-Sechool Union, it 
was promptly and gratefully accepted. The time 
of meeting was decided on after extensive and 
prolonged correspondence to avoid interference 
with other important religious gatherings, in that 
season of the year more generally preferred for 
such a Convention, 

The themes selected for consideration by the 
Convention are those which, in the estimation of 
the Committee, are at present most prominent in 
the thougnts of American Sunday-school wor- 
kers, and most worthy of further intelligent deli- 
beration, Competent and representative workers 
have been invited to open thegiscussion of the 
several designated themes, in the expectation 
that full and tree debate will follow such opening. 

Three years ago the popular demand was for 
agreement in topics of Sunday school study. The 
action of the Indianapolis Conventi n in response 
to this cali has been so b essed of God that to-day 
there is an approach to practical unity in the 
Sunday-schools of the wogjd, in the study of the 
same Bible lesson week week. Now the de- 
mand is for impr »vement ia the study and teach- 
ing of the common Bible lesson. Weil will it be 
if the Baltim >re Convention clearly indicates and 
effectively commends the path in which Sunday- 
school teacbers may press to the highest possible 
attainment in their holy and responsible voca 
tions ' 

The desire and the prayer*of the Executive 
Committee is, that this Convention may tend to 
the complete unity in the Spirit and Faith of the 
one Master, on the part of iis whole membership 
and their cunstituencies, and to the greater thor- 


o ghness, spirituality and effisiency of all who 
are culled to be tea hers of God's truth. “ We be- 
seech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Crist, that ye all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that ye 
be perfectly jvised together in the same judg- 
ment;” “that ye may with one mind and one 
mouth glorify God, e en the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” “But covet earnestly the best 
gifts. For as much as ye are zealous of spiritual 
gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of 
the Church.” ‘“ Let us, therefore, follow after the 
things which make for peace, and things where- 
with one may edify another.” 





For The Sunday-School Timea, 


HOPEFULNESS. 


\ HAT a grand thing it is for human 

progress that each generation comes 
upon the stage of action so full of zeal 
and of great expectation. The young 
cannot know, cannot be made to esti- 
mate fully, the brevity and uncertainty 
of life, the many difficulties, disappoint- 
ments, disasters that lie in wait for 
them, It is a blessing that these are 
hid. As we look back we can only know 
how great is the labor of rescuing a soul 
that is. losing itself, of carrying a weak 
one, of convincing a prejudiced one, of 
educating an ignorant one, of directing 
aright a youthful one. What wonder 
that some, many, as they grow up into 
the thick of the struggle, find them- 
selves stunned and put hors du combat. 
What wonder that they grow weary and 
incapacitated for the work of giving out 
sympathy and strength and stimulation. 
So we say it is a blessed thing that every 
new generation starts out with a fresh 
inspiration and with expectations almost 
millenial. No one, certainly, will do 
much who does not expect much. The 
great hoper knows how to have great 
faith. A soul that sees that its mission 
is to be great will be sure not to be in- 
significant. So every one of our young 
pupils may safely be taught to hope great 
things. It may be well to temper their 
zeal and direct it, but never to dampen 
it. Hope is one-half of the soul. Faith 
is the other half, and they find their 
unity in Love, 





CLINTON STREET SCHOOL IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 





HE Sabbath-school of the Clinton 

Street Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, held their thirty-ninth anni- 
versary on May 9th. One of the attrac- 
tive features was a concert lesson 
embracing all the questions and an- 
swers of the Catechism bearing upon 
the International Lessons since January 
Ist. The subject of each lesson, with the 
connecting history, was given by the 
leader, who also gave out the appropriate 
question to which the classes responded, 
each rising in turn. Another feature of 
interest was the recitation by a class of 
fifteen boys and girls of one hundred 
events in the life of Christ, as selected 
from Doctor Edward Robinson’s “ Har- 
mony of the Four Gospels.” The class 
had been under the tuition of Prof, 
MacHarg for about two weeks, and by 
his wonderful system of memorizing 
they repeated promptly the one hundred 
events. They were afterward called 
upon for answers promiscuously, skipping 
from one number to another without any 
regularity or system, and the answers 
were prompt, clear and correct. Allu- 
sion was made to the death of Mr. D. W. 
Prestcot, who was one of the founders 
of the school and a much beloved teacher. 
At the last anniversary he was one of 
the speakers. For fifty-five years he 
}had been a Suabbath-school teacher; 
never late in a/l that time but once, and 
never absent but twice, and then from 
sickness. He has gone to rest from his 
labors. Faithful unto death he has re- 
ceived his crown of life. 

Addresses were made by Mrs. Wm. A, 
Benton, the graphic delineator of Syrian 
missionary life, and by Mr. J. A. William- 
son, of Indian Territory, where the school 
sends a part of its missionary money, 
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guishing faith is symbolized by the confi- 
dence and trustfulness of a little child. 
We had come not to glorify the Sunday- 
school, not to eulogize its workers, not tosay 
pleasant things to each other, but rather to 
sink self, to bury differences in a common 
Christian brotherhood, and to inquire how 
we may improve in our methods, how we may 
better utilize the tremendous forces at our 
command, The work is yet in its infancy. 
It is capable of almost indefinite exten- 
sion, Its possibilities are mighty beyond 
our highest conceptions. One part of the 
work of this Convention will doubtless be to 
emphasize this fact; to inquire how this de- 
partment of the Church may enlarge its 
scope and expand its usefulness. The impetus 
given to Bible study by the uniform Lessons 
indicates the direction. The young and old 
in our congregations must be brought more 
and more to engage in this study. How best 
to raise up competent teachers is the prob- 
lem now before us. The speaker here des- 
cribed in glowing terms a visit to the Falls 
made during the conference of the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee at Niagara. A 
rainbow spanning the Falls was given to them 
as their sign of promise. They accepted it 
as a token of good, a prophecy whose fulfill- 
ment we are already beginning gloriously to 
see, The securing of personally consecrated 
teachers, of symmetrical Christians, of teach- 
ers having more intense love for the work, 
for the Master and for the children, was 
urged in conclusion as the need of the hour 
in our Sunday-school cause, and to keep be- 
fore us the great object of our labors in the 
inquiry, “ How shall we win these dear 
young people for Christ ; how shall we train 
them for the highest possible efficiency in 
the work and service of our Lord and Mas- 
ter Jesus Christ ?” 
The Canadian Response. 

The Rev. W. 8S. Blackstock, from the 
Province of Ontario, presented the acknowl- 
edgments of his Canadian brethren to the 
warm words of welcome they had heard. 
He had been deeply impressed with these 
opening exercises. “ Instead of the fathers 
shall be the children” had been running in 
his mind during them all. Our places will 
soon be vacated. The children of to-day 
will be the men and women of to-morrow. 
We owe to them the bestereligious training 
we can give. All our civilization and Chris- 
tianity of which we boast is to descend into 
their keeping. We received them from our 
fathers and hold them as trustees. Let us 
hand them down to our children in their 
integrity. That we may do so demands our 
ceaseless care, IJtis a motive grand enough 
to stimulate our best powers, to enlist our 
highest and noblest endeavors. Days of 
struggle are coming to our children—of con- 
flict with error and sin. We must prepare 
them to overcome, By diligent training 
in the Word of God and in Christian work 
we must fit them to act their parts valiantly 
in the strife that is before them. The 
speaker closed with a word of hearty thanks 
for the prominent place that had been as- 
signed to Canada on the floor of the Con- 
vention. 

A Telegram from England. 


President Gillett now read the following tele- 
gram, which was recejved with the utmost enthu- 
4 : 


iasm : 

Lonpon, May 11, 1875. 
To Chairman International Sunday-School Cunven- 
tion, Baltimore, Md. : 

The Church of England Sunday-school teachers, 
now meeting at Exeter Hall, London, send Chris- 
tian greeting and best wishes for success in our 
common work. J. Parmer, 

34 New Bridge Street, London. 

The Convention rising sang the last verse of 
the American hymn, * My country, ’tis of thee,” 
to the English National air, ‘‘God save the Queen,” 
after which President Gillett announced that the 
body was ready for business. 


The Nominating Committee. 
Mr E.C, Wilder, of New York, moved that a 
Cammitee of nine persans be appointed to nomi- 
nate permanent officers to report to-morrow 


moralis., 

Rev. 8.0. Lippincott, of New Jersey, moved that 
the Nominating Committee consist of one mem- 
ber of each delegation, and that the delegation of 
each Stgte and of the Provinces of the Dominion 
of Can name its representative on the Com- 
mittee. The motion of Mr. Lippincott prevailed. 
t«The roll of States was then called, and the re- 
sult was the election of the following named 
gentlemen te serve on the Committee: Connec- 








ticut, W.R. Burnham; Delaware, Thomas 8. Ham- 
mersly; Georgia. Rev. David Wills; Illinois, H. 
G. Reeves; Indiana, John W. Ray; Iowa, T. 
Whiting; Maryland, H. A. Smeltz; Ma-sa- 
chusetts, Rev. Asa Bullard; Michigan, Rev. 
J. B. Atehinson; Minnesota, H. Plant; Missouri, 
Rev. J. B. Mitchell; Nebraska, R. H. Wilbur; New 
Hampshire, E. C. Waterman; New Jersey, J. 8. 
Howell; New York, James H. Kellogg; North 
Carolina, DL. 8. Caldwell; Ohio, E.M. Doty; Penn- 
sylvania, J. H. Baldwin; Rhode Island, H. W. Wil- 
kinson; South Carolina, J.M. Robson; Tennes- 
see, Rev. P. D. Cowan ; Virginia, Col. John B. Carey; 
West Virginia, Rey. 8. B. Barnitz; District of Co- 
Iumbia, Dr. O. F. Presbu:v; Ontario, Rev. W. 
Millard; Quebec, Dr. McVicker; Nova Scotia, 
Rev, E.S MeCurdy. 

After the singing of the hymn commencing “I 
love to tell the story,” the Chairman arose and 
stated that the Indianapolis Convention had in- 
structed the Executive Committee to make the 
preliminary arrangements and calla new Conven- 
tion of the United States aud Canada. The Chair- 
man of that Committee would now read its report 
of the work done since the adjournment of the 
last Convention. 

(This report may be found in full on page 331.— 
Ep. 8. 8. T.) 


The Treasurer's Report. 


Mr. Trumbull reported additionally that the 
receipts of the Executive Committee had been 
$826.88, of which sum $714.26 had been expended, 
Jeaving $82.52 on hand. The expenses in prepara- 
tion ot this Convention had been $119.67, leaving 
a balance due the Treasurer of $37.15. Account 
audited and approved by J. H. Vincent and Al- 
fred Taylor, Auditing Committee. 

Mr. Trumbull then presented the Order of Ex- 
ercises for this Convention and published in con- 
nection with the Statistical Secretary’s Report, 
and circulated throughout the Assembly. He 
took the occasion to resign from the Executive 
Committee, not being in favor of a“ third term,” 
and from further official connection with the 
Convention. He pane warmly of the harmony 
and co-operation that had cnaracterized his re!a- 
tions with his brethren on the Committee, and 
thanked the body for the consideration they had 
always extended to them. 

On motion of Mr. G. 8. Griffith, of Baltimore, 
the report was received and adopted. 

Mr. George F. Davis, of Uhio, moved that a vote 
of than’s be tendered Rev. Mr. Trumbull for his 
most faithfal and efficient services, Adopted by 
&@ unanimous vote. 

The Centennial. 

Rev. W. H. Pearne, D.D., of New Jersey, moved 
fhe adoption of the following preamble and reso- 

ution: 


Whereas, We are approximating a period of 
great interest in our national history, the Celebra- 
tion of the Centennial of American Freedom, 
which is to be observed in a grand International 
Exhibition at Philadelphia, in 1876, and 

Whereas, All our material interests and pros- 
perity are ever dependent by the blessing of God 
upon our moral progress, and as the Sunday- 
school work stands most intimately related to all 
real national and social progress, therefore 

ved, That a Committee be appointed to 
take into consideration the propriety of takin 
such part in the said approaching Centennia 
Celebration as may be considered appropriate and 
suitable in view of the importance of our organ- 
ization; the Committee to report at 2 o'clock to- 
morrow afternoon. 

The preamble and resolution were referred to 
the Executive Committee. It was also moved 
and adopted that all subsequent resolutions be 
referred to the Executive Committee. Subse- 
quently the Committee recommended that the 
Centennial matter be left to the various Union, 
denominational and private Sunday-school pub- 
lishing societies and houses, since the Conven- 
tion itself had nothing that it could present in the 
way of material objects to that Exposition. 

Answer to the Greeting from England. 

The following response to the greeting from 
Manchester, England, was then read by the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee: 

“ We cordially reciprocate your greetings. May 
the cable through which we speak symbolize our 
unity as Christian workers as it fulfills the pro- 
phecy: ‘ There shall be no more sea.’ ” 

After the telegram was read by request a second 
time, it was adopted amid great applause. 

The report of E Payson Porter, Esq., the Statis- 
tical Secretary, was then read and adopted. The 
report emb: aces 


Sunday-School Statistics 


for the United States and Canada, collected un- 
der the auspices of the International Sunday- 
School Convention, by E. Payson Porter, Esq., 
the Statistical Secretary, of Chicago, Ill. These 
statistics are based upon official and estimated 
returns from forty-eight States and _ Terri- 
tories of the Union and the Dominion of Canada. 
In twelve States and Territories the Sunday- 
school census was collected by State associations, 
in fourteen the reports were partly collected and 
partly estimated, and in twenty-two, from which 
there were no returns, estimates were made by 
the International Statistical Secretary, based on 
the average percentage of population in Sunday- 
schools in territory where census has been col- 
lected. Twenty-eight of the States and Territo- 
ries are reported to be thoroughly organized; 
some are partially so,and in the remainder it is 
stated there are no regular Sunday-school organi- 
zations at all. There is but one State repart 
showing a higher percentage of Sunday-school 
membership than Maryland, and that is Connec- 
ticut, her percentage being 23'4, and that of 
Maryland 23. The nundber of Sunday-schools in 
Maryland is put down at 1656; teachers and 


* officers, 18,514; Sunday-sohool scholars, 162589, 


andtatal membership, including teachers, officers 
and scholars, 181,103, All the counties in Mary- 
land, twenty-three in number, are reported as 
organized. According to Mr. Porter's report, 
there are in the United States and Territories 
68,209 Sunday-schoo], 740 979 teachers and officers, 
5,687,367 scholars, making & total membership of 
6,378 346. In Canada there are reported to be 
4,401 Sunday-schools, 35,745 teachers and officers, 
271,881 Sunday-school scholars, making a total 
membership of 307,126. 





THE SECOND SESSION. 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 


The afternoon session was opened with singing: 


“From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator's praise arise.” 

Rev. Alfred N. Gilbert, of Baltimore, led in 
prayer, Two verses of “ Nearer, my God. to Thee” 
were sung, when President Gillett read the fol- 
lowing 


Telegram from George H. Stuart. 


of Philadelphia, who was President of the Fourth 
National Sunday-School Convention, which met 
in Newark, New Jersey, in 1869: 
PHILADELPHIA, May 11, 1875. 
To President International Sunday-School Con- 
vention ; 


An ‘nusually severe attack of asthma forbids 
the privilege of mingling with your great convo- 
cation. Salutations to all the brethren and earnest 
prayer that the Master of Assemblies may be in 

our midst, enriching your souls with the dews of 
is heavenly grace. ay for our dear brethren, 
Moody and Sankey. GrorcE H, Stuart. 


The Permanent Organization. 


Rev. E. M. Doty, of Ohio, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Permanent Organization, reported the 
following list of officers, the report being unani- 
mously adopted. 

President: Rev. Geo. A. Peltz, of New Jersey. 

Vice-Presidents: Rev. J. L. M. Curry, LL.D., 
Virginia; Hon. James Ferrier, Province of Canada; 
D. W. Ingersoll, Minnesota ; Hon. John B. Gordon, 
Georgia; John E. Searles, Jr., Connecticut ; J. Me- 
Kee Peeples, Illinois; Rev. Thomas A. Steele, 
Indiana; H.C. Sigler, Iowa; Henry Chickering, 
Massachusetts; Rev. Wm. P. Paxson. Missouri; 
Rev. Theodore L. Flood, New Hampshire; Samuel 
W. Clark, New Jersey; J. H. Kellogg, New York; 
A. 8. Caldwell, North Carolina; Hon. Geo, F. Davis, 
Ohio; Rev. Geo, P. Hayes, D.D., Pennsylvania; 
Rev. Geo. Harris, Rhode Island; Rev. J. L. Girar- 
deau, South Carolina; Prof. H. Presnell, Tennes- 
see; Dr. Thomas Kennedy, West Virginia; A. 8S. 
Pratt, District of Columbia; Rev. Septimus Jones, 
Ontario; Rev. E. McCurdy, Nova Scotia; Rev. E. 
Stubbs, Delaware; R. H. Wilbur, Nebraska ; Jas. 
Gallup, Michigan ; Wm. Woodward, Maryland. 

Secretaries : Rev. E. W. Rice, Pennsylvania ; Rev. 
M. B. Dewitt, Tennessee; Rev. Alfred Andrews, 
Ontario; E. C. Chapin, lowa; Eben Shute, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Finance Committee: John W. Ray, Indiana; A. 
Fuller Crane, Maryland, and George H. Stuart, 
Philadelphia. 

Treasurer: F,. A. Ferris, New York. 

The Chairman announced that Vice-Presidents 
for the States not named would be made known 
as soon as their delegations arrived. 

Rev. David Wills, of Georgia, and Daniel Mc- 
Lean, of Canada, were appointed by Professor 
Gillett to conduct the newly-elected President to 
the chair. 


Speech of the President Elect. 


On taking the chair the President elect, 
Rev. George A. Peltz, said: My brethren: 
Of course I must say to you, accept my 
thanks for this honor. I say it not because 
it is customary, but I say it from the 
depths of my heart. I might with great sin- 
cerity and truth make to you all the prom- 
ises that are customary and becoming a po- 
sition like that I occupy at this moment, but 
I waive the promises ; the performance will 
be more satisfactory to you than any pro- 
mise. 

We are here as fellow-workers in a noble 
cause. We are here for work. We are here 
to face great problems with which we are 
struggling as workers, and, if God help us, 
to solve these problems, so that we may do 
our work better in all the future. It has 
occurred to me that we were in danger of 
reaching after something here which may be 
startling. At our last Convention we not 
only startled the Christian world, but we 
who were present startled ourselves at the 
great achievement that was then and there 
made. The overwhelming decision in fa- 
vor of national uniformity in the Lessons 
startled us all, Why we were able at that 
time to set up a most magnificent “ Jacob’s” 
ladder, and on that “Jacob’s” ladder we 
have been climbing heavenward. (Great ap- 
plause.) I do not know whether any other 
Jacobs have ladders to set up to-day as 
grand as that, but the question has been 
asked me over and over again, What is to 
be done at the Baltimore Convention? It 
seems to have been assumed that some great 
thing was to be done at this Convention. 
Perhaps no great thing may be done. Let 
us not attempt to do a great thing, saving as 
the Lord God may lead us out to a great 
thing as he led us at Indianapolis, Then 
we shall have God as our guide and we can- 
not go astray. 


There are two points we must keep in 
mind as we go on in this Convention. First, 
the promotion of the most perfect and loving 
Christian brotherhood. (Applause.) We 
should not merely use this precious oppor- 
tunity to look at each other, and to hear 
each other, but to grasp each other’s hand 
and make each other’s acquaintance; and 
therefore I make the first act of my presi- 
dency of this body the appointment of every 
member of the Convention a Committee to in- 





troduce himself to everybody else. em 
Now it is customary to give a Convention 
the privilege of voting on the appointment 
of Committees. If it be your pleasure that 
such a Committee of Introduction be ap- 
pointed say aye! (An overwhelming vote.) 

My second point is this: Let us proceed 
with the unwavering desire to have the 
blessing of Godjupon all that we do. (Amen !) 
Not merely in our own strength, not merely 
in our own wisdom, not merely with 
human power let us counsel together 
here, but clinging to the Lord, leaning on 
the Lord, we shall have his benediction rest- 
ing upon us all the way through. 


State Reports. 


Verbal reports from the States and from 
Canada were now made to the close of the 
session. 

Alabama was reported by M. B. De Witt, 
of Tennessee. 

California was represented by letter from 
A. H. Post, the State Secretary. 

Connecticut was reported ‘ John D. 
Wattles, State Secretary. 

Delaware. By the Rev. Enoch Stubbs. 
. District of Columbia. By Dr. O. F. Pres- 

ury. 

Canada, By the Rev. Charles Chapman, 
of Montreal, and by the Rev. William 
Millard, of Toronto. 

Georgia. By the Rev. David Wills, now 
of Washington, D. C. 

Ohio. By Robert Cowden, State Secre- 
tary. 

Indiana. By O. W. Coggeshall. 

Kansas. By Rev. F. T. Ingalls. 

Iowa. By Robert Grant. 

Kentucky. By the Rev. D. P. Young. 

Maine. By Alden Baker. 

Maryland. By H. A. Smeltz. 

Massachusetts. By Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Minnesota. By Henry Plant. 

Michigan. By the Rev. J. B. Atchinson. 

Missouri. By the Rev. W. P. Paxson. 

Nebraska. By R. H. Wilbur. 

New Jersey. By C. B. Stout. 

New Hampshire. By J. G. Lane. 

New York. By the Rev. A. D. Vail. 

Illinois. By B. F. Jacobs. 

Pennsylvania. By the Hon. Chas. A. 
Albright. 

Rhode Island. By the Rev. H. W. Wil- 
kinson. 

South Carolina. By the Rev. W. P. 
Jacobs. 

Tennessee. By the Rev. M. B. DeWitt. 

Texas. By the Rev. W. P. Paxson. 

Vermont. By the Rev. William Bacon. 

Virgima. By C. H. Buxton. 

West Virginia. By the Rev. W. C. Shaffer. 

Dakotah. By the International Secretary. 

Utah. By the International Secretary. 

NovuScotia, New Brunswick, Prince Ed- 
ward's Island. By Edwin D. King. 

Enrollment Committee, 

The following Committee on Enrollment 
was appointed by the Chair: Charles W. 
Wells, Pennsylvania, A. W. Walker, South 
Carolina; Rev. John O. Foster, Illinois; W. 
H. Williams, Virginia, and Robert Cowden, 
Ohio. 


THE THIRD SESSION. 
TUESDAY EVENING. 


A grand audience was present on the 
evening of the first day, filling every part 
of the great Hall. 

The Rev. Septimus Jones, of Canada, read 
the Scriptures, and prayer was offered by 
the Rey. Dr. Southerland, of Baltimore. 
“Blow ye the trumpet,’”’ and “Stand up, 
stand up for Jesus” were sung, when the 
report of the 

International Lesson Committee 
was presented by the Rey. Dr. Warren Ran- 
dolph, of Pennsylvania. [This report, which 
was received with intense interest, is printed 
in full on page 330 g. v.—Ep. 8.8. T.] The 
following are the gentlemen composing this 
Lesson Committee: 

Rey. J. H. Vincent, D.D., Illinois (Metho- 
dist); Rev. John Hall, D.D., New York 
(Presbyterian); Rev. J. Monroe Gibson, of 
Canada (Presbyterian); Rev. Warren Ran- 
dolph, D.D., Pennsylvania (Baptist); Rev. 
Richard Newton, D.D., Pennsylvania (Epis- 
copalian); Rev. A. L. Chapin, D.D., Wis- 
consin (Congregationalist); P. G. Gillett, 
LL.D., Illinois (Methodist); J. Bennet 
Tyler, Pennsylvania (Presbyterian); B. F-. 
Jacobs, Illinois (Baptist); Alex C. Tyng, 
Itlinois (Episcopalian); Henry P. Haven, 
Connecticut (Congregationalist); and A. 
Macallum, of Canada (Methodist). 

After the reading of the Lesson Commit- 
tee’s report, the Rev. Dr. John Hall, of New 
York, made an address. [See the full phon- 
graphic report on the first page.—Eb. S.S. T.} 
And B. F. Jacobs, of Illinois, followed. 
[Mr. Jacobs’s speech will be reported in full 
next week.—Eb. S. S. T.] 
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THE THIRD DAY. 
MORNING SESSION. 


President Peltz called the Assembly to 
order at 10 a.m. The Rev. B. C. Lippin- 
cott, of New Jersey, and Rev. J. W. Came- 
ron, of Canada, conducted the opening 
exercises, 

On motion of Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., 
the following persons were constituted a 
Committee to nominate an Executive Com- 
mittee to serve for the next three years: 
Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D.,sof the “ Holy 
Catholic Church Universal’ (so said the 
Convention); Rev. C. H. Toy, of South 
Carolina; E. C. Chapin, of Iowa; Rev. 
Wm. Millard, of Canada, and Robert Cow- 
den, of Ohio. 

Children in the Sanctuary. 

The President then introduced the Rev. 
M. B. DeWitt, of Tennessee, who opened 
the discussion “ How to secure for children 
the fullest advantages of the sanctuary ser- 
vice, and the meetings of the 
Church ?” 

The following are some of the points 
taken: Do away with long prayers, dolorous 
prayers, long speeches, long chapters, long 
hymns and long services ; select common 
sense songs and tunes; adapt the services to 
the children’s wants. Let the manner and 
matter of church services be plain, simple, 
childlike, earnest and spiritual. Speakers 
must remember that children have minds 
and intellects and a soul that is immortal, 
and speak accordingly. Our blessed Jesus 
should be the model of every teacher, speaker 
and preacher in little things as well as great 
things. Exercise the gift of common sense 
in the management of all religious exercises. 
Make them joyous and happy. Give the 
children time to stir and rest themselves 
between the morning Sabbath-school and 
the morning church service. 


social 


Financial. 

At the close of Mr. DeWitt’s address the 
Finance Committee reported that $1250 had 
been raised toward defraying the expenses 
of the Convention and printing its reports. 
Additional pledges were taken and more 
than $1500 were obtained. 

Teaching Power: How Increased? 

Doctor Vincent then opened the question 
“ How to increase the teaching power of the 
Sunday-school?” [A full report of this ad- 
dress will be given next week.—Eb.S.8.T.] 

The various points were warmly pressed 
in the Doctor’s most earnest and impressive 
manner. He was essentially practical, gave 
great pleasure to the Convention and was 
warmly applauded. At the conclusion of 
his address he was recalled and acknowl- 
edged the com pliment. 

Mr. J. H. Hathaway, of New York, added 
a few words. 

Mr. C. P. Jacobs, a lawyer from Indiana, 
said that a teacher must think as well as 
study. 

Prof. W. Harris, of New Jersey, regarded 
the study of Hebrew as essential to the suc- 
cessful teaching of the Bible, and referred to 
the Hebrew lessons in “ The Normal Class.” 

Several questions were proposed by mem- 
bers of the Convention relative to normal 
work and answered by Dr. Vincent. 

International Statistics. 


During the morning session Rev. Dr. 
Hays, of Pennsylvania, offered the following 
resolution which was unaniminously 
adopted : 

In order to secure the highest success in 
our international statistical work, uniformity 
of matter and methods is desirable through- 
out, and to this end we recommend that a 
Committee be appointed to be composed of 
the following persons, namely: O. W. Cog- 
geshall, of Indiana; Rev. H. A. Smeltz, of 
Maryland ; Jos. Tomlinson, of Connecticut ; 
E. C. Wilder, of New York; Robt. Grant, 
of Iowa; Rev. Wm. Millard, of Canada ; to- 
gether with our Statistical Secretary to de- 
vise and recommend to this Committee blank 
forms for the collection of statistics by town- 
ships, county and State associations. 





AFTERNOON SESSION, 


SEVERAL hundred delegates, including 
many ladies, assembled at 2 p.m., to listen 
to Mrs. 8. W. Clark on infant class teach- 
ing, who for nearly an hour answered ques- 
tions and explained matters pertaining to 
that most important branch of child-teaching. 
Following this was an experience meeting 





which continued up to the hour of the regu- 
lar afternoon session. Hon. Geo. F. Davis, 
Vice-President, from Ohio, took the chair 
and called the Convention to order at 3.30 
p.M. The Rev. W. B. Hellings, of Pennsyl- 
vania, conducted the devotional exercises. 

The Committee to nominate an Executive 
Committee for the ensuing three years re- 
ported the following names, which were 
adopted. 

Executive Committee for 1875-78. 

J. E. Searles (Methodist Episcopal), 
Connecticut, Chairman; Rev. Alfred Taylor 
(Presbyterian), New York, Secretary ; Rev. 
H. M. Parsons (Congregational), Massachu- 
setts; C. B. Stout (Baptist), New Jersey ; 
John R. Whitney (Episcopal), Pennsylva- 
nia; J. N. Robson (Presbyterian), South 
Carolina; O. P. Abell (Baptist), Georgia ; 
L.C. Garland (Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South), Tennessee; Rev. S. B. Barnitz 
(Lutheran), West Virginia; Rev. L. H. 
Carhart (Methodist Episcopal), Texas ; Rev. 
W. P. Paxson (American Sunday-School 
Union), Missouri; Wm. Reynolds (Presby- 
terian), Illinois; Wm. Tackaberry (Metho- 
dist Episcopal), Iowa; D. W. Ingersoll 
(Congregational), Minnesota; Robert Cow- 
den (United Brethren), Ohio; John W. 
Ray (Methodist Episcopal), Indiana; Rev. 
W. Millard (Baptist), Ontario; Rev. C. 
Chapman (Congregational), Quebec; W. B. 
McNutt (Methodist), Nova Scotia; H. R. 
Smith (Methodist), New Brunswick; Rev. 
George A. Peltz (Baptist), New Jersey. 
Statistical Secretary, E. Payson Porter, 
Llinois. 

Wm. Morse, Esq., reported briefly on the 
state of the work in Europe, including Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, France, Spain, 
Norway and Sweden. J. N. Robson, of 
South Carolina, invited the Convention to 
hold its next session in Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 1878. The Rev. H. M. Par- 
sons, of Massachusetts, seconded the request 
amid storms of applause. Rev. H. Clay 
Trumbull made a felicitous allusion to his 
imprisonment in that city, and the whole 
scene was one to be remembered on account 
of its fraternal spirit. 

The matter was referred to the Executive 
Committee. 

Mr. J. W. Weir made a few touching re- 
marks, calling up old-time reminiscences, 
which were well received by the Convention. 
It was moved by Rev. H. C. Trumbull that 
an obituary notice of Judge Willard Hall, 
the President of the Convention of 1832, be 
included in the official report. Adopted. 

The Chairman then introduced Ralph 
Wells, of New York, who spoke on the 
question opened by Dr. Vincent in the morn- 
ing. [We hope to give this address. Ep. 
S. 8S. T.] 

The Maryland Method. 


Rev. H. A. Smeltz, State Superintendent 
of the Maryland Sunday-School Union, was 
then called upon to explain the mode of con- 
ducting the Sunday-school work in Mary- 
land. Mr. Smeltz, upon taking the platform, 
was loudly applauded, and said that he 
wished to explain that whilg sick a Com- 
mittee from Illinois and New Jersey had 
waited upon him and requested that he ex- 
plain the system upon which Maryland is 
doing her Sunday-school work. That was 
his reason for appearing before them. He 
said, “ We have reduced the system to good 
common-sense business principles.” To be- 
gin, then, every superintendent ought to 
have a copy of the United States Census 
and a book containing the number of chil- 
dren in each school district. When I send 
out our missionaries into the counties, they 
are provided with a pocket map of the dis- 
tricts which they visit, and the number of 
pupils in those districts can be obtained 
from my books. With these data the mis- 
sionaries can ascertain what proportion of 
the children go to Sunday-school. A large 
map of Maryland was here produced, drawn 
by Mr. Smeltz, which showed that forty 
Sunday-schools had been established in the 
past year. By an ingenious device, the un- 
evangelized portions of the State were 
covered with blue pieces of paper, lightly 
pasted on the map. As the missionaries 
worked in these “blue” districts and estab- 
lished schools there, pieces were cut from 
the blue paper to represent the amount of 
work accomplished. As to the State Con- 
ventions, all the denominations heartily co- 
operated with us (applause), and we gather 
together and go into the counties and talk 
about the work and get the people interested 
in it. The missionaries have books with 
them in which they register the number of 
Sunday-school scholars in each district, and 
these can at once be referred to if necessary. 
Whenever we desire to prepare statistics we 
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send out to each superintendent a blank for 
him to fill yp and return, making inquiries 
as to name, location, number of scholars, 
teachers, etc., in his school. Our city mis- 
sionary visits every house in the city, and 
registers in a book the name of each family, 
be he Jew or Gentile, white or colored; the 
number of children, and whether they 
attend Sunday-school. If not, to those who 
can be persuaded, cards of introduction are 
given to some Sunday-school superintendent 
in the locality. We thus know just where 
to locate new schools and what facilities are 
needed. As to colored children, we make 
no distinction in color. If they have a 
soul, that is allwe want. (Applause.) We 
have separate colored schools. 

Several questions were asked of Mr. Smeltz 
as to the points in the system not thoroughly 
explain It was inquired how money was 
obtained for carrying on the work. In re- 
ply, it was stated that the children were told 
what their money was to be devoted to, and 
that the mission school to which it was sent 
wrote back letters which did as much good 
to the donating school as the money did to 
the mission school. In reply to the inquiry 
how many conversions had taken place 
during the year, Mr. Smeltz said 6,700 had 
been converted in the schools of the entire 
State. Three or four permanent missionaries 
are always employed, and twelve or fourteen 
students at different times during the year. 

The following cable dispatch was ordered 
by the Convention. 

To Messrs. Moody and Sankey : 

Your success is our joy To God be all the 
glory. Gro. A. PELTZ, Pres. 

Mr. A. Fuller Crane, of Baltimore, made 
an eloquent speech. He was frequently ap- 
plauded, and when he dwelt on the fast 
healing wound between the North and 
South the applause was overwhelming. 
Nothing since the close of the war has 
tended to close the break and fill up the 
chasm like this Sunday-School Convention. 

A telegram was received from the State 
Secretary of Wisconsin, authorizing the Se- 
cretary to draw on him for $50. (Applause.) 

The Rev. J. O. Foster, Chairman of the 
Enrollment Committee, made the final re- 
port, which was as follows : 

Total number of delegates 403, distributed 
as follows : 


Europe, 1 Missouri, 4 
Canada, 20 Nebraska, 2 
Connecticut, 12 New Hampshire, 4 
Delaware, 7 New Jersey, 18 
Georgia, 2 New York, 64 
Illinois, 31 Ohio, 44 
Indiana, 21 Pennsylvania, 58 
Iowa, 1l_ Rhode Island, 1 
Kansas, 1 South Carolina, 9 
Kentucky, 4 Tennessee, 14 
Maine, 1 Vermont, 2 
Maryland, 16 Virginia, 14 
Massachusetts, 19 West Virginia, 10 
Michigan, 5 Dist. of Columbia, 2 
Minnesota, 6 — 


403 
Closed with the benediction, by Rev. 
Thomas Lee, of Ohio. 





THE CLOSING SESSION. 


Tue throng in Masonic Temple was im- 
mense. A larger and more enthusiastic, 
and certainly a more devoted and earnest 
company of religious workers never crowded 
its walls. Men, who a few years ago were 
engaged in a fratricidal war, trying to hasten 
the death of each other, are here clasping 
warm and friendly hands with hearts beat- 
ing in the most cordial and loving frater- 
nity. To God be all the glory! 

President Peltz promptly, at 8 v.M., called 
the great congregation to order and an- 
nounced the hymn “Stand up and bless the 
Lord,” which was sung with gn earnestness 
that thrilled all hearts. The 103d Psalm 
was read, and there seemed tobe a warm 
response from hundreds of hearts as the 
Rev. A. Gilbert, of Baltimore, read “ Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me bless his holy name.” Rev. J. N. Came- 
ron, of Ontario, led the vast audience in 
prayer. President Peltz then announced the 
hymn, “Stand up for Jesus,” which again 
made the walls of the temple resound with 
Christian song. 

Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, reported resolutions 
of thanks to the railroads, postmaster, local 
press, local Committee of Arrangements, 
Superintendent of the Bazaar, John C. Mid- 
dleton, and the Musical Director, Prof. 
Harry Sanders. They were enthusiastically 
passed, 





The Cause in Canada, 


Rev. A. H. Monroe, of Ontario, was in- 
troduced as the first speaker of the evening. 
He first acknowledged the debt of Canada 
to the many Christian workers who had 
crossed the line from this country and stimu- 
lated the workers of Canada to increased 
earnestness and zeal in S nday-school work. 
He then spoke of the importance of mission 
Sunday-school work. Some young ladies in 
his church started a mission school in an un- 
finishedkitchen of a mechanic’s cottage. It 
has grewn to achurch, which owns a comfort- 
able building and lot, all paid for, with a 
well-supported pastor. The great aim in 
starting these schools was the conversion of 
souls, Several other incidents, illustcating 
the importance of miasion-schools, were re- 
lated very feelingly. There are diamonds 
in the huts and hovels and out-of-the-way 
places, which only need to be found and 
polished to make them shine with a splendor 
divine. Mr, Monroe’s peroration was warmly 
applauded. 

The Buell family sang most beautifully 
“ What shall the harvest be ?” 

Ex-President Gillett being obliged to leave 
was introduced and said that “live or die, 
sink or swim,” here was his heart and here 
was his hand for the Sunday-school work. 
His friends have accused him of being 
cracked on this question, but that doesn’t 
bother him. We can assure the friends of 
Mr. Gillett that his closing remarks prove 
him still to be of a sound mind and per- 
fectly trustworthy. He spoke of “young- 
old-fogyism” and “old-young-America,” 
and illustrated the latter by the familiar 
character of “ Father Paxson.” 

Eleven ‘+ Veterans.” 

At the close of Mr. Gillett’s remarks 
there followed a highly interesting scene. 
The President called to the front of the plat- 
form and iatroduced amid great applause 
the following named gentlemen who have 
been more than fifty consecutive years en- 
gaged in Sunday-school work : 


Amos Tappan, Massachusetts, 58 years. 
Aaron Coe, New Jersey, tie 
Wm. Woodward, Maryland, 56 “ 
Dr. T. B. Sargent, Maryland, 56 “ 


Nelron in Ca Penna, 55 “ 
B. W. Chidlaw, Ohio, 55 
Alden Baker, Maine, es * 


Jas. W. Weir, Pennsylvania, 52 “ 

M. Hunter, Illinois, __ ee 

Kev. W. H. Pearne, N. Jersey, 52 ‘ 

Peter A. Voorhees, N. Jersey, 50 “ 

A. Tappan made a few earnest remarks. 

The Rev. Thomas Guard, of the First 
M. E. Church, Baltimore, gave his hearty 
testimony to the benefits to himself of this 
Convention, and followed at some length 
in stirring congratulatory utterances. 

A Bible Presentation. 

James E. Searles, the Chairman of the 
newly elected Executive Committee, was in- 
troduced and read a resolution commenda- 
tory to the President, Geo. A. Peltz, and pre- 
sented him an elegant copy of Bagster’s 
Bible in behalf of the officers and others of 
the Convention. The resolution was unani- 
mously adopted and the present thankfully 
received. 

A Telegram from Oregon. 

Mr. Trumbull read a telegram from the 
Oregon State Sunday-school Association. 

B. F. Jacobs followed_in earnest spiritual 
words, There are three things that we are 
to do: “Hold on to the Word of God; hold in 
your objections ; hold out to the end.” 

“Only Jesus” was sung by the Buell 
family. 

Rev. H. Clay Trumbull moved that after 
the closing exergises this Convention adjourn 
sine die. Adopted. 

The President, George A. Peltz, offered in 
a few stirring words the motto for the mem- 
bers of this Convention to carry with them 
—“ Better work for Jesus.” 

“Hail to the sacred tie” was feelingly 
sung as a closing hymn, a brief prayer was 
offered by the President, the benediction was 
pronounced by Rev. Dr. Sargent, of Balti- 
more, and the Sixth National, and First 
International, Convention closed. 

A long season of hand-shaking followed, 
and it seemed hard work for the earnest 
workers to separate after such a continued 


love feast as has been mutually enjoyed 
by all. 
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MOODY AND SANKEYWS WORK ° 
IN IRELAND. 


AS DESCRIBED BY AN EYE- WITNESS, 
| An address delivered at the Hall of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, New York City, Sun- 
day evening, May 2, 1875, by the Rev. George Mc- 
Closkie. LL D, Professor of Natural Hi-tory in 
Princeton College. Reported in outline by Charles 
Hopkins.) 





HE speaker, after offering prayer and 
announcing the hymn, 
“ We praise thee, 0 God, 
For the Sun of Thy love,” 

said, referring to the 8th chapter of Acts, 
that afier the death of Stephen a great per- 
secution was virited on the Church at Jeru- 
salem, and the brethren were scattered 
abroad through all the cities of Samaria. 
The joy over Philip’s preaching in Samaria 
resembled the joy in Ireland now. Iam an 
Irishman myeelf, and the religious troubles 
in Ireland are very similar to those that 
were in Samaria in the times of the apos- 
tlea. The Samaritans were very religious 
and very closely allied to the Jews; but, 
thouga they might buy and sell with each 
other, they had no religious intercourse, 

Christianity in Ireland suffers, because of 
the unfaith fulness of those who thought they 
were doing God service, “Ivs a pity of 
those people; they would like to be religious, 
but they do not know what to believe,” says 
a colporteur, laboring among them. Hemet 
a poor man with bare head in the pelting 
rain, walking a rocky path on a mountain, 
counting beads and saying prayers for the 
soul of his dead grandmother. The colpor- 
teur gave him some Protestant papers to 
read, and he promised to read them. The 
Trish people are con cientious in their ways, 
but their ways may be imperfect. 

In Ireland all p:rties are fighting against 
each other, An Evangelist went out from 
Jerusalem toward Samaria, and met a wo- 
man who had had tive husbands, and after 
conversing with her, he said: “If thon knew- 
eat the gilt of God, and who it is that saith 
to thee, Give me to drink, thon wouldest 
have asked of him, and he would have 
unm thee living water.’ Afterwards the 
Saviour showed a kindly feeling toward the 
Samaritans, If there are any people in this 
city who are outside the sphere of religious 
circles and toward whom you feel you have 
no apiritnal duty, would not Jerus seek 
them out? 

‘Tnere was great joy in the city of Edin- 
burgh after Moody and Sankey had visited 
it. I visited the Free Assembly there, 
which was attended by many of the best 
men from America and other lands; among 
whom were Gavuazzi, from Italy, and She- 
shadri, from India. But the bre:hren had 
a cold and stately manner that was not at- 
tractive. They needed a little more warmth. 
The day after Moody and Sankey left Edin- 
burgh I visited the same Assembly. They 
were singing with all their hearts and not 
afraid to speak to you. The keeper of 
A-sembly Hall was very particular to put 
out the gas at 9 o’clock before the revival. 
After the revival he did not mind to keep 
the hall open till midnight. 

In Beifust the revival commenced in the 
Young Men’s Christian Assvciation prayer- 
meetings, Some young men who did not 
believe in the divinity of Christ were con- 
verted, There was a little boy in Boston at 
work in a shoe store who did not believe in 
the divinity of Christ. He was invited to 
go to the Sunday-school. He became con- 
verted and afterwards went to Chicago and 
commenced a great work there. That man 
is now D. L. Moody. 

It was said at Edinburgh the work was 
greater than had ever been since the days of 
Pentecost. If that were true then, it is 
doubly so now. Perhaps the revival under 
Martin Luther, in the days of the great re- 
formation, was greater than this of Moody 
and Sankey, yet this revival is exceedingly 
great in gathering in outcasts, and in stir- 
ring up Christians to a higher life and rais- 
ing up devoted workers all over the world. 

Moody’s system of Work, 

Before visiting a city he gets all the 
evangelical ministers to join in inviting 
him, This has a good effect on himself, for 
he might be tempted to asperity toward 
them. He thus gets a right healthy sound 
tone himself and tries to co-operate with 
them, It is good for the ministry, it com- 
mits them to theright side, It secures them 
all to the side of the revival. They have 
been wond rfully unanimous in the work. 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Thompson, Rev Dr. 
Blakie and Rev. Dr. David Brown, of Aber- 
deen, one of the Coamitee for the Revi-ion, 
on the New Version of the B.bie, are among 
those who have helped the work, When 
Mr. Moody comes w a cily a choir is pre- 
pared, chosen quite as much for their piety 
as fur heir manical ability, from ali deno- 
minations, and beiore they commence their 
practice in singing they hold a pray er-meet- 
ing. There is no gossiping or frivolous 





talking allowed. Everything shonld be car- 
ried on in the spirit of true worship. 

In Dublin the mee'ings were held in the 
Exhibstion Palace. which holds ten thousand 
people. Overhead was the beautiful roof of 
glass. and the interior was decorated with flags 
and flowers. The crowds that filled the hail 
at the first meeting came from a distance ot 
thirty to forty miles. Mr. Moody first an- 
nounced a hymn, afterwards Rev, Dr. Kil- 
patrick, the most venerable father in the 
Jrixh Presbyterian Church, offered praver, 
Mr. Sankey then sang a solo, and Mr. Moody 
came suddenly forward and announced his 
text, ‘Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gonpel to every creature,’ and he 
preached a powerful sermon. It was the 
old, old story. Mr. Moody is remarkable 
for hie knowledge of Scripture. He studies 
the Bible on his knees and brings all his 
common sense to bear on it. He does not 
delight in saving smart things, or sensational 
clap-trap. He has seen a good deal of the 
world, and draws his pictures from scenes 
in his own day. He often shows true 
eloquence. He _ pictured the prairies 
burning and sweeping everything be- 
frrethem. A few men get together and 
dig a circular trench and stop the fire and 
are saved. So when the flames of divine 
wrath were sweeping over the earth Jesus 
Christ erected the cross on Calvary, around 
which all may be saved. There is great 
simplicity and directness in his address, 

The Freeman’s Journal, 

the Roman Catholic organ of Ireland, gave 
Moody and Sankey a hearty welcome. Itis 
also the best friend of the temperance canse. 
After the first great meeting in the Fxhibi- 
tion Palace in Dublin, this journal published 
an article a column long very unfavorable 
to the meeting. One thing very favorable 
about it was its length. Neither did it 
ait.ck the doctrines which Mr. Moody 
preached, All it could say was, Who sent 
these men here to preach to us? And that 
their language was full of Americanisms and 
grammatical inaccuracies. So it was in the 
first century; the disciples had a Galilean 
language. The story went that the min who 
wrote thisarticleagainst the revival was after- 
wards among the anxious inquirers in the 
meetings ? 

The first meeting was not an enthusiastic 
snecess, but they grew in power, and a great 
work was done. A very large number of 
the members of the Roman Catholic Church 
were blessed. Many of the priests are anx- 
ious, as Martin Luther was anxious. They 
are seeking intelligence of this work of 
grace. Great good could be done by 
any person who would take the pains to 
send intelligence of this work to the Catholic 
priests every where. 

The hymns that Mr. Sankey sings are a 
great charm. They are 

‘* Preaching Hymns,’’ 
described by the apostle as “ teaching and 
admonishing one another in spiritual songs.” 
Mr, Sankey seems to feel what he sings. 
He does not often appear in public as a 
speaker; but when he does speak, there is a 
naturalness and sweetness in his address that 
is very profitable, 

Some complain thatthis great revival work 
seems to be so much under the leadership of 
Moody and Sankey. But in all history in- 
dividuals have figured largely in ali great 
and real works of the Church, God’s work 
in the Bible often centres around some one 
man, It is not areal objection to this work 
because two men figure as its leaders. 

Is this a Revival of Religion? 

is a common question with some. If a re- 
vival is the work of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of men, then this is a revival. There 
are two methods of this work—the savit g of 
sinners and the stimulating of God’s own 
children, The ministers of Christ are first 
benefited by this. Men seeking Christ a-k, 
“ What shail they doto be saved?” You 
will soon tind you yourself have been born 
over again, because you have been the 
instrament of saving aroul! No man can 
deny that this is a genuine revival unless 
they deny that conversion is a sudden 
change of life. 

Tiere is no doubt that some of these are 
genuine conversions, In 1858 there was a 
great revival in America. In Ireland we 
heard of it, and prayed that we might have 
a revival there. In 1859 it came to us 
there, but in astrange shape. Men dreamed 
terrible dreams and were prostrated in sick- 
ness, but the result of it all was, that 
whereas they had not before cared about 
Christ now they were anxious to tell others 
of Christ. Many of those converts have 
Lecome ministers and missionaries, Many 
of them have died in the faith. One of 
these, a litle boy, in a dream had a contest 
with Satan. He is now a pa-tor in Scot- 
land, <A fright and awe came on those who 
were not converied. Of the keepeis of pub- 
lic houses, who sold Jiquor, some were reaily 
converted and some went back to their old 

practices, So Herod wus a half-follower of 
ohn the Bapiist. 

The work of grace carried on by Moo ly 





and Sankey has challenged the respect of 
the masses, The people who frequent 
theatres in England are not gener»lly 
the most religious, but when some sneering 
word came from the atage in the theatre 
there recently in regard to Moody and San- 
key, hisses came f om the pit, and hisses 
came from the gallery, and the play could 
not proceed until a public apology was made 
from the stage that n thing more of the sort 
should appear there. God has glorified 
himself by creating an awe among all claavea, 

I will describe two meetings to illustrate 
the work in Belfast. There was a meeting 
of the “ British Association,” at which all 
the scientific men attended. The president 
of the Association made a speech in which 
he said some very foolish and some very bad 
things. There was a grand ‘ fl wer show” 
in the “ Botanic Gardens.™ Moody and San- 
key came soon after and their meetings were 
a great success. Mr. Sinclair, a leading man 
in scientific circles, became a leading man 
in the revival work. The eclat and bril- 
liancy of the “ flower show” was surpassed 
by the 


Closing Meeting of Moody and Sankey. 


Mr. Moody preached on the text, “I pray 
thee, have me excused” There was the son 
of a widow present. I had often seen and 
labored with this young man. Afterward 
the mother came to me and said, “Ob, Lam 
so glid toseeyou. Willie is converted. He 
has held a meeting for prayer in the college 
among his fellow-students.” 

Mr.Somerville,an aged ministerin Glasgow, 
wanted to go to India to told revival meét- 
ings. He was sent. And now we hear trom 
him thet after sixty eight days’ labor he has 
held one hundred and seventy meetings and 
the blessing has been great on his labors, A 
Hindoo arose in one of his meetings to 
thank him for the great blessing he had 
brought to them. A Japanese has gone 
from this country to Japan to preach to his 
countrymen. God’s work is spreading over 
the world, This is a day when God is 
bringing experimental evidences out of the 
hearis of men. Will you have a blessing in 
New York or not? If vou pray and work 
as if you believed in God’s promises you 
will have a blessing. 

With joy IL accepted of the invitation to 
come a address you, because this is a time 
when we ought to pray for and expect a 
blessing. I will say to those who have never 
received this ble-sing, it is easier 10 come 
now than ever before. A minister in Edin- 
burgh told me how, for thirteen years, he 
was in great troubie and felt a heavy load 
of sin upon him. He prayed to God to 
take his heavy Joad away. He now desirs 
that thanks shall be made for the great 
blessitg he has received. God is showing 
us that he will bless us and this city also if 
we seek the blessing at his hand. The 
closing hymn was sung— 


“Come and rejoice with me, 
For once my heart was poor,” etc., 


and the meeting closed with the benediction. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


FOREIGN SUNDA Y-SCHOOL WORK. 





MNVHE following account of the successful 
opening of a new Sunday-school in 
Rhenish Pruggia, gives a pleasantly fresh 
impression of the seed-sowing aud rapid up- 
springing of harvests in virgin soil. The 
writer is a young pastor at Langenberg. 
In Prussia. 


“T had been often told,” he says, “that 
my efforts would be in vain; but I am con- 
strained to confess that the Lord has done 
exceeding abundantly above all that I asked 
or thought, and Iam ashamed of my little 
faith. Fifteen young female teachers and 
one old schoolmaster were at my disposal, 
and I invited from the pulpit all children 
over seven years, besides advertising our 
first meeting, January 24th, in the daily 
papers. I arranged the small and large hall 
of our Christian meeting-house, though told 
that not fifty children would come. A har- 
monium was placed here, and some days 
before | went through the singing with our 
female teachers. On entering the meeting- 
house on the 24th both halls,were crowded, 
260 children were assembled, and we could 
hardly seat them. I gave out the hymn, 


‘Praise the Lord, the mighty King of 


Honors.’ It sounded splendidly, and people 
from a great distance were informed by it 
that henceforth a host of children would 
praise the Lord in a way hitherto unknown. 
I then addressed the juvenile crowd, saying 
that we, the teachers, had received a most 








precious gift~—260 dear children with im- 
mortal souls. 

“Tne following week was a happy one for 
Langenberg. Wherever one of the new 
teachers was seen the conversation was di- 
rected immediately to the school ; parents 
expressed their thanks, even people without 
children expressed their delight, and the 
children everywhere came up saluting and 
shaking hands with us. The next Sunday 
there were four more teachers and forty new 
children, and the three halls were like three 
large bee-hives. First, the ladies sang 
alone, then the children joined in low voicea, 
and the third time they sang with fuil 
power that dé&ply moved and elevated all. 
There is something in these hymns which 


‘affects the children very much, A plate 


was placed on the staircase, and one cour- 
ageous boy took it in hand and held it tiil 
all had passed by. Some children happened 
to possess a few coppers and threw them 
gladly in, so that seventeen groschen, or half 
a dollar, were cullee:ed. On Saturday evening 
we had our first teachers’ meeting, and pre- 
pared the lesson for Sunday, and at the third 
meeting the school was divided into classes 
and taught with good effect. We demanded 
that each child should bring a ticket with 
date of its birth, residence and parents’ 
name. Many parents wrote on these tickets 
also friendly salutaions and thanks, We 
feel deeply thankful to the Lord who has 
helped us in all these difficulties.” 


In Spain. 


The accounts from Spain are this month 
esp: cially interesting. A little report of the 
year’s work mentions the benefical influence 
of the Bible women at Valladolid, One of 
these helu a Bible-reading for an exiled Cu- 
ban lady, who afterwards brought two others 
with their two little girls, and the result was 
that the whole five became earnest Cliristians, 
beginning with one little girlof eleven, who 
retused (o be sent to schoul at a convent, and 
has been sent to Switzerland in-tead to be 
educated as a gospel teacher. The Bible- 
classes and Sunday-schools in the prison are 
also of great interest. A. F. Empeytaz 
writes from Barceiona that it ix difficult to 
work in Spain except through the children- 
The new government protects, and to some 
exteut encourages, the Protestanis, but their 
own indifference prevenis their coming to 
hear the evangelisix, though parents gladly 
send their children to school and occasion- 
ally come with them. There is great need 
of teachersy and these whu arethere hold 
daily prayer-meetings for a blersing upcn 
ther work. In Lisbon a former pr.est, 
Hereros da Mora, has preached the gospel 
for eight years, and fur the last tour tas 
been pastor of a legally organized church, 
There are six ministers and two Sunday- 
schools connected with this centre, but all 
are very poor, have no help from any source 
whatever, and live by their own work. The 
Sunday-school which meets in Herero-’s own 
house has no books, and the chiidren are 
forced to copy out their Catechism and carry 
it in their copy-books, The church, which is 
held in what was formerly a wineshop, is at- 
tended by a mixture of Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese, and the preaching is in both lan- 
guages. 

In Italy. 


From Italy, especially the Free Italian 
Church, whose yearly re port has just reached 
us, come complaints of the withdrawal of 
American aid and the con-equent cessation 
of much evang:lical werk. Letters have 
been received from Belluno, Cremona, Bo- 
logna, Florence and Sicily. 

In France. 

The French correspondence gives a long 
list of schools which need encourage ment. 
Mr. Weiss writes of eighty to be visited in 
Paris alone, and of a general fete to be held 
in the cirque April 18th, to which all were 
looking forward expectantly at the time of 
his writing. A lady gives a semi-amusing 
acconnt of the manner in which the pastor 
of Eitceuf has arrayed himseif against the 
Sunday-school, which has only been able to 
maintain its independence through the aid 
received from this country. 


Germany and Sweden. 


A lady in Berlin describes Mr. R. Pear- 
sall Smith’s preaching and its influence on 
fashionable society, and another writes of 
her employment of the backboard, the 
first introduced into a German Sunday- 
school, regreuiing her inability to use The 
Times's illustrations, since-uch things are un- 
translatable. She, however, studies out mo- 
nuograms of her own. 

Mr. Trave writes of the Swedi~h Sunday- 
School Union and its mi-sionary work inthe 
nor:h, Norway and Iceland. Mr Ryding 
speaks of bis five month work among the 
schools of Bornholm, Denmark; of the *ix- 
teen Baptist schools in that couniry and the 
eleven schoois of all deuominations in Co- 
penhagen, 

An interesting letter comes from Mrs. 
Pruyn at Yokohama, but we reserve it fora 


future communication. M. E. W. 
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Special Notices. 
E. F. KUNKEL’S 


BITTER WINE OF IRON. 


Gives tone to the stomach, improves the appetite 
and assists digestion; excites the bowels to healthy 
action, expeiling all the foul humors that contami- 
nate the blood, corrupt the secretions and offend the 
breath. It excites the liver to a healthy ac ion and 
strengthens the nerves, imparting that glow to life 
that proceeds alone from periect health. 

Thousands in all walks of life testify to the virtues 
of this excellent medicine in correcting the derange- 
ment of the digestive organs. Get the genuine. Sold 
oniy in $l botties, 
WINE OF LON, and take no other. Sold by druggists. 


259 Tape Worm Removed Alive. 259 
Head and all complete. in two hours. No fee till 
head passes. Seat. Pin and Stomach Worms re- 
moved by Dr. KUNKEL, 259 North Ninth St.. Phila 
deiphia, Pa, Send tor circular. For removing all 
ordinary worms, call on your druggist and get a bottle 
of KUNKEL’S WORM SYRUP. Price, $1. 4 














Advertising Department. 


EXCELSIOR 


CHURCH.” SABBATH-SCHOOL. 





FURNITURE. 


EXCELSIOR FULDING-SEAT; ( TRVED-UACK PEW :ean use 


anyatyicofend. It excels any thing vet offered to the public,in 
comfort beauty convenience .cleantines«, healthfulness. and econ- 
omy. ALL STYLES PEWS MADE TO ORDER The best revers- 
ible SABRATH--CHOOL SET: EES 3 also, Pulpit«. Chairs. Sofas, 
Book-racks,«nd Bells. The FX¢ KLSTOR SCHOOL FURAITUL K 
the unrivaled favorite. ased b» Schools of Philade'phia, Jersey 
City. Detroit, Cincinnati, New Orleans, St. Louis. M mphis, Kan. 
sas City, Cleveland, and in mest of the United States. BLA( K. 
BOARDS, for Sabbath and Day Sehools, Globes, Maps Charts, 
and ail Apparatus used in schools. SEND FOR PRICE-LIST. 


FRCELSIOR SCHOOL FURNITURE MFG. CO. 
Cincinnati, 124 Walnut St. | Philadelphia, 1003 Arch St. 

t. Louis, 704 Chestnut St. | Omaha, 
New Orleans, 166 Julia St. | Atlanta, 
New York, 5 Broadway. | Indianupo! 


Creighton Block, 
112 Whitehall Se 
lis, Ind. 
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BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bs 








— for Churches, Schools, 

‘actories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 

rener Clocks, Chimes, etc. 

Warrante i. 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 

102 and 104 Kast Second St..Cinciunadd 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 
Manuinctve. 9 Freely uality of BELLS. CHURCH 


ELLS a Specialty. 
i> Tippee | pees hn sent free, 17-1-52 








4). 2B. LAMB.59.CARMINEST.N.Y 


JExclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 


Silk $.S. Banners i in colors & gold, $5. 
Catalogues, “350 Tllus., 





post-free, 15 cts, 


Ask for E. F. KUNKEL S BITTER | 





17-16-52 | 





and Texts. 

Silk Banners $5 Each. 
Banners fo~ Interior De- 
coration 83 each, 
Stenciling done te order. 
Sg Send for Circular “@e 


TT. J. POTTER, 
Reem 32 Bible Honse, 
7-14-48 4] Rew York. 








THE PENNSYLVANIA 1875. 


825. 
Fire Insurance Company, 
Philadelphia. 
Ancorporated 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00, Assets, $1.572,139.92, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, Presiden 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 17-7-52 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILA, 


4.59 


17-8- 





3936 Locust St, 


HERBERT UW. MORSE, 


Ice Cream and Fine Confectionery. 


Makes a SPECIALTY Sunday- 
schol + arties, F. stivals and Eniertainments ior 
the Yuung, at REASONSBLE PRIC#S, 

H. M MORSE. 


3936 





in serving «LL 


[17-15-26teow 





$1 PRINTING PRESS—Jusi Out. Prints 
a form 5 by 744 ches. sena stamp for Cata- | 
logue, W. C. EVANS, 50 N. 9th St., Phils. 


Emblems, Sentences | 


L8G. H GIBSO 





| 


{10 13 


send st»mp. Adadress, F. P,.GLUCK, New 
ford, Mass 








Standbridge Brothers, 


ORGAN BUILDERS, 


Nos. 315 and 317 South Twenty-Second Street, 
BELOW SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


PIPese ORGANS, 


j:20e0w26] OF ALL SIZE 


S AND DESCRIPT1ONS 





7 UNKL&’S MAGIC HAIR RESTORER 
contains no sulphur, lead, silver, dirt, or 
grease; does not crisp the hair or poison the | 
brain; restores gray, mixed, red, light o: faded 
hair to a beautiful soft. glossy brown or black, in 
from one to three applications. Each bottle war- 
ranted or money refunded. Sent to any address | 
on receipt of price, $l per bottle. Applied tree of 
charge at the Depot and Office, 916 VINE STREET. 
Try it. S@~ State where you saw this card. 17-8-52 


ASTHMA CEREDI; Forcroaar and priceaaar 
SUPERFLUOUS HAIR 





. Upham, Phila. 
15 13 





“DR. TAYLOR’S 


Celebrated Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth Moog I ee 
to the enamel. WARKAN TIED 


General Depot; ?°°%tnreant mare” 


Philada., Pa. 
a@-SOLD BY ALL DKUGGISTS “@@ [17-13-52 


MONUMENTAL MARBLE WORKS. 


NEW DESIGNS AT MODE 
RATE PRICES. 
lJ. WATERHOUSE 
1821 ARCH Street. 


| CONTRACTS MADE FOR VAULTE 
AND RAILINGS 
MARBLE WORK 
| general. 











eas A, COPP & CO. 
Successors to MRS. GEO, COPP, 


General fo ishing Undertakers, 
> VINE STREET.— 17-11-52 


2 JAM ES McKNIGHT, 
2010 Fairmount Av. rect: bath 








PHILAD’A. 





Smocenses te 
n er, N. E 
ief-A2t 


A. J. BAI 
H. D. Stuagb, 
Gor 19th and Filhert Ste, Phila 











WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


| Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
‘ 4 Pulpits ‘CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 


Notice. Personal atvendance at any hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATTWOOD. 
17-10-52 


oe es Cee tee and peien address | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


= MoV K D. _ Address .* 


In ActualUse 


MORE THAN 


59,000 
ESTEY ORGANS! |; 


MANUFACTURED ty 
J. ESTEY & CO., 
Braitlebore’, Vt. 
Re Send for Illustrated Catalogue. [154eow 





HORACE WATERS 

A.GREAT OFFER) wonecnuiarens 

ork, wi dispose of 100 Pinwos 

& - Ih. nth first-class makers,’ ncluding Wa: ers’ 

atext® m:ly Low Prices for Cash, daring 

this Weoth, or part cash, ond balance ™ smaii 
monthly payments. The same to let. 


WATERS New Seale Pianos, 
are the best made. The touch elastic, anda 
fine singing tone, powerful, pure and even, 


WATERS Concerto ORGANS 
cannot be excelled in tone or beau ys: they 
defy comptitien; The Cuncerto ‘Stop 
is a fine imitation of Ae Haman Voice. 
Agents Wanted, A™“iberal discount to Teach- 
ers, Ministers Ghusehen, Schoois. Lotges, ete. 
Special induceme' ts to the trade. Hlaussrated 
Catalogues Mailed. " 24 





—THE-——- 
BLAIR PRESBYTERIAL ACADEMY 
AT BLAIRSTOWN, NEW JERSEY, 


Will reopen early in September, under the care 
of H. D GREGORY, A.M The address of the 
principal, unti! July. will be Geneseo, Livi: gston 
County, New York. With a healthy and beauti- 
ful situation, careful teaching, and wholesome 
religious iufiuence, 1t is hoped that it will find 
in the future, as in the past, a large attendance 


2i 2 


WH, PEWSMITHS SCHOO, 


Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
17-6-52 1008 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 











MVEA AGENTS WAN TED EVERY WHERE —The 
choicest in the worid-Importers’ prices—largest 
Company in America—staple article—pleases 
everybody—trade inucreasing—best ind cements 
—don’t waste time—send tor circular to Rop’t 
WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N. Y. P. O. Box 1287. 
18-4 





oO Painting 
Glass Stainers, Modern and 
} Abtique Church Giass, &e. 
123 & 125 South Eleventh St., Phila. [17-13-52 


John Gibson—Piain, Decorative & Frese 





UNDAY SCROOL AND CHURCH EXCUR- 
SION COMMITTEFS can now engage the 
Soeaeta’ ‘Ariel’ and “Jersey Blue’ to the differ- 
ent Excursion Grounds on the Delaware River 
for from $50 to $209 on applieation to 
E. B. TAGGART,. 104N. Wharves. 18-4 





& PENN AOE! NES 


To the first purchaser in each town. we 
will ship 1000 fees of our heavy felt Roofing, 
with everything necessary to put it on for thirty 
@olMars. SEND FOR SAMPLES AND CIRCULARS. 

PENN ROOFING COMPANY, 
107 South S¢ cand Street. Phila. {11-13t 


Guan YOU may j ourne y o’er the raging 
mal 
= 














[Ma N A better thread to find 
= > But f ‘ra sewing silk, you’!l see 
srr] EUREK A'S not behind 





Beautiful French Oi) Chromos,size 9x11, 
mounted ready fr fiamivg, seut post 
paid for ONE DOLLAR. Grandest chance 
ever offered to Agents. For particulars 
Bed- 
17-18-5zp 








To Agents in addition to 
lar nett cash commission, 
ILLUSTRATED 
EEKLY with fashion 
plates and supplements. 
pecimen and circulars free 
-» 726 Sansom St., Phila. 


1804 










$200 00 
(gon: 









VOICE CULTURE 


Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 
1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in Nationa] School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chetnut Streets, Phila. 17-10-52t. 





RIGHTES 





AND BES 9°" 


IstheBookYouWant! | : 


Over 90,000 Copies 


 Or— 


‘Brightest and-Best” 


Have already been sold, and every Mail brings 
orders for more. We are assured that “‘ BRIGHT- 
EST AND BEST” will prove the most popular of 
all our Sunday-school Song Books, Our facili- 
tie enable us to issue 5.000 copies every work - 
ing day. Orders are filled in turn aud all will 
receive their boous at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. One copy in paper cover sent fur ex- 
amination on receipt of 25 cents. 


BIGLQW & MAIN, Publishers, 
76 Eust Ninth Street, New York, 
18tf] OL Washington Street, Chicago. 


WANTED ples Dollar Paper,“ tHe CONTRIBU- 


TOR pS th to 64 columns, religious and secutar. 
Takes everywhere. ‘tive magnificent premiums, 
Sample, terms, etc, free. 

ly-4)} JAMES H. 





iTS. 


5000 NEW The Peo- 


AGEN 


EARLE, Boston, Mass. 








BE SURE AND CALL 
AT THE 


GREAT BOSTON 99 CENT STORE, 
227 North Eighth Street. 


Their list su: anything ever before offered 
in the city, and includes a la variety of useful 
and ornamental goods. 227 North EIGHTH &t., 
between Race and Vine. 17 8-13 





REMOVAL. 


MARTER & CO., 


4&6 NORTH FIGHTH ST., 
Soon to Removs from these Premises, have se- 
cured the Store 


No, 1-4 N. EIGHTH STREET, 


Where they will, from this time, have an assortment af 
CASHMERE SacCQuvuegss, 
BASQUE~ AND OVERSKIRTS, 
SUITS SUITS, 
SKIR'S sK'IRTS. 
CHEMISES, CHEMISES, 
NIGHT DRESSES, 
NIGHT DRESSES, 
INFANTS’ Ci O\KS, 
INFANTS’ RO Es, 

Ladies you are invited to call at our new store 


No. 14 NORTH EIGHTH ST. 


GREAT BARGAINS. IN ‘LADIES’ ‘SACQUES. 


MARTER & CO., 
No. 20 SOUTH EIGHTH ST., 


ARE OFFERING GREAT BARGAINS IN 

LADIES’ CASHMERE AND DRAP ETE. 
$16 SACQU KS FOR $s, 
$20 SACQUES FO $10. 
$25 SACQU ES FOR $12 50. 
$30 SA‘ QUEs FOR $815 
$385 SAC QUES FOR $17 50. 
$40 SACQUES Fu $20, 
$45 SAt QU KS FOR $22 50. 
$0 SisCQUrS FUR $25 





NEW. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOK. 








SA HULL & R. G. STAPLES. 
— 35 cts. $30 per Fund. 
nd 35 cts, for SPECIMEN COPY 
Address, ASA HUTL, Publisher, 
909®Race St., Philadelphia, Pa! 
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UNSURPASSED (for Excellence), 
Map of Palestine (Osborn & Coleman's), 34% $15. 
x8 


tiny of Jerusalem 
Annie nese Exercises, 100 varieties, 
Aids to Study of 8 8. Lessons, 1875. 
ALL SvUpPpPLizs for Schoois, from least want to the 
reatet, on Most favorabié terms. 
Send for Catalogues and a'l orders to 


GARBRIGUES BROTHERS, rage. E> 











If you wish to add: good Books to your Library 
(and certainly no hers should ever find a place) 
—— 3 to one who knows just what and what not to 
senc 

If inconvenient to call, send old catalogue to 

revent duplicating, and, if our selection should 
ail to please, will exchange. 

Our stock comprises every possible requisite, 
such as Commentaries, Maps, Cards, Sin 
&c., &c., that you may need. Libera Ticome 
allowed, with immediate attention to al) orders in 
or out of the city. Theological and other Books 


in great variety. 
U. D. WARD, 
150 Nassau St. (up-stairs), N. Y. 


10-13 





‘UST -PURLISHED “THE BInes Epvucator,” 
complete in 4 vols., at $3 each; or, in parts, at 
£0 ct nts. Indispensable to every one er ed in 
Sunday-school work. 4@-Dr, Willits, of W. Arch 
St. Presbyterian Church, says: “ ‘I he many abie 
pens that have contributed to it, and the broad 
and catholic spirit.im which the whole work is 
conceived, ought to secure for it a welcome in 
th pusands of homes of Christendom. Addres 
CASSELL, PETTER & GALPIN, New York, 
Peunsylvania Agency, 


1228 Chestuut S8t., Phila. [10-13 





| I? WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 


If you wish any 


| Sunday-School Library Books, Rewards 


or Requisites, 
to write tor a Catalogue to 
PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 


17-7-26 830 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
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Insurance, 


THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSUR- 
ANCE SOCIETY. 


If an insurance was made upon the 
life of every man who applied for it, and 








if every life insurance company took ita | 


proportionate share of the risk, the re- 
sult could be easily foreseen. It would 
be a failure of the whole system. There- 
fore, in order that life insurance shall 
always answer the great and beneficent 
purpose for which it was intended, the 
lives to be insured must be carefully se- 
lected. And as there are always many 
unhealthy men who are trying to be in- 
sured, it is necessary for a company to 
be constantly on its guard against decep- 
tion and fraud. If it relaxes vigilance, 
—it will gradually drift into a state of 
insolvency from which it can never be 
rescued. 

The man whose application for a life 
insurance is accepted, ought to offer the 
general conditions of good health; that 
is to say, his constitution should have 
no hereditary taint, and his organs should 
be in a state to endure the wear and tear 
of life without unnecessary loss. But it 
is impossible to find perfect health in 
every applicant, or in a majority of 
them. The influences to which we all 
are subject owing to the hereditary im- 
press we receive before birth, the neglect 
of sanftary Jaws, the friction of our pas- 
sage through life, the labor and anxiety 
associated with daily existence—all these 
things impair the standard of perfect 
health. For such reasons a prudent life 
insurance company should select its 
lives with great care, and reject without 
hesitation all those that ought not to be 
insured. Our most trustworthy com- 
panies have succeeded by acting upon 
this principle. The number of persops 
whose applications for insurance are re- 
jected every year by the Equitable Life 
Assurance Society, may be enunierated by 
thousands, The rigid rules of selection 
enforced by this Society are intended 
not only: to protect the policy-holders, 
but to protect the system of life insurance 
itself: a system whose healthful exis- 
tence carries perpetual blessings, but 
whose failure would carry woe and deso- 
lation to thousands of firesides in our 
land, 


Advertising Department. 


1875. 

















1875. 
FINEST. 


PAPER HANGINGS. 


EW PATTERNS. 
HOWELL & BOURKE, 


MANUFACTURERS. 


An entirely new assortment for Retail Sales. 
Special attention given to hanging. 


HOWELL & BOURKE, 
21-4] N.E. Cor. 4th & Market Sts. 
for the fastest sellin 


AGENTS WANTED book ever published. 


Send for circulars and our extra terms to Agents. 
NATIONAL PUBLISHING CO., Phila,Pa. 21-4 


MORNING HOURS IN PATMOS. 


A valuable devotional work by Rev. A. C. 
THOMPSON, of Boston. $1.25. 

FLOY LINDSLEY AND HER FRIENDS. 
By the popular author of “Summer in the Forest,” 
is a grand book for young people. $1.25. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philadelphia : 1408 Chestnut Street. H. N. THISSELL. 

 ~- el 


ELLWOOD CARPET CLEANING 
AND SCOURING COMPANY. 


CARPETS **Giean’a upon the Floor. 
Office, 506 West Twenty-first St. 
West of 10th Avenue, 


JOSEPH WELLWOOD, Prop’r. N. Y. 
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EAP LIBRARY! 


ONE HUNDRED VOLUMES FOR $25. 


CONTAINING OVER 16,000 PAGES, AND OVER 300 ILLUSTRATIONS. BOUND IN CLOTH. 


These books are taken {rom our Youths’ Library—not one that is objectionable. Printed in open 
type, on good paper, and with fresh wood-cuts. The books have been carefully read and approved 


by competent judges. 


SOLD ONLY IN 


The ftory of a Scripture Text. 
The Naughty Girl Won. 
Helpful susan. 
The Schoo! at Elm Oak. 
Harry the Sailor Boy. 
Sammy Seymour, the Drunkard's Boy. 
My Brother Ben. — 
Jenny the Crochet- Worker. 
Uncle Jabez. 
Sarah's Home. 
Alice Barlow ; or, Principle in Every Thing. 
Allie and Ryan; or, New Bonnet and Dress. 
Litdle Mable’s Friends, 
Steps up the Ladder. 
Mattie; or, Live for others. 
Walter and Neliie. 
Rumford Rosey. 
The Little Brown Jug. 
Ernest Richmond and his Little Mother. 
Fanny Floyd; or, One Day at School. 
Life in the Woods. 
The Bible Class in the Parsonage. 
Blessings in Disguise. 
The Trip to Weldon Woods. 
The Little Sea- Bird. 
The Sparrow's Fall; or, Under the Willow. 
The Earnest Laborer. 
Legends of New England. . 
Shooting ata Mark. A Story for Boys. 
A Happy New Year. 
Helen Maurice; or. the Daughter at Home. 
ponte Aeewon® Wish ; or, the Two Ladders. 
The Christmas Bracelet. 
The Weed with an Ill Name. 
(hildren’s Book of Sermons. 
Facts for Boys and Girls. 
Emily’s Day Dreams. £ 
Payson, a Mode! Boy. 
i tay “ Se 
ppy'’s Spring Holidays. 
The Crooked Tree. 
Only a Penny. 
A Schoonl-boy’s Life. 
Faithful Bridget. 
Pau! and Harry Fane. 
Old Jonas; or, the Kind Old Sailor. 
Little Pansy. 
Im , the Orphan Prin cess. 
Mak Steadman. 
The Little Orange Sellers. 





~ ~ 
SETS. 
Brandy- Drops; or, Charlie’s Pledge. 
The Children at Old Park. 
Temnperance Boys. 
The Young Qu ker. 
Thougbtiess Rosa, and Other Stories. 
Sermons to School Girls. 
Down ina Mine; or, Buried Alive. 
Archie’s Dream. 
Sunny Slope 
Johnny and his White Mice. 
Happy Mike. 
Widow Davis and the Young Milliners 
Arthnrand his Mother. 
The Missing Poat. 
Little Fish Peddler. 
Archie Gray. 
Christmas Times in the Crocus Family. 
Budget of Facts. 
Story of the Nile. 
Isabel’s Trials, and Once a Second. 
Grace Abbott. 
Harry the Whaler. 
Walter and the Prize, and Other Stories. 
Bright Nook. 
Joseph Martin, 
Little Davy. 
Stories of the Woods. 
Abel yet 
Bessie rield: a Story of Humble Life. 
Young Andrew's Revenge. 
Una’s Papa. 
Aunt Mabel. 
Little Joe Ashton. 
Amy's New Home, and Other Stories. 
Arthur Forest; or. the S :hool-boy Hero. 
Gerald Kopt, the Foundling. 
The Widow's Sewing Machine, 
Our Next Door Neighbors. 
Mary Woodman and her Grandmother. 
Nellie Newton; or, Patience and Perseverance. 
Little Pauper. 
Lizzie Hagsr, the Orphan Girl. 
Summer at Wainut Ridge. 
I Forgot. 
Little Wendals and their Foxes. 
The Dying Saviour and the Gipsy GirL 
Alice and her Friends; or, Crosses of Childhood. 
Child of the Kingdom. 
Found at Eventide. 
Chair Pulpit. 


PUBLISHED BY 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 805 Broadway, New York. 








THE 


BEST 
BOOK 


THE FIELD. 


THE SONG BOOK 


-—FOR— 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Gospel Songs 


—BY P. P. BLISS.— 


Tried and Found Not Wanting. 

Not an ordinary Song Book, but the 
Earnest Words of Earnest Workers 
animated by music that will live. 
Pure, Simple and Powerful. 


“GOSPEL SONGS” 


Contains the Songs sung by ira D 
Sankey In the great revivals in 
England and Scotland. 

Chosen over all others for the State 
Meetings of New York, lowa, Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin, and others. 


Price 85 ets.; $3.60 per Doz. 


Single sample copy sent on receipt 
’ Of 30" ents. 


GOSPEL 
SONGS sony cacac so 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


National Hymn & Tine 
Book. 


Now ready. Adapted for Opening and Closing 
Exercises in Schools and Seminaries, for Congre- 
gational, Social and Home Singing, 128 pages, 200 
choice tunes, 340 hymns. Price but 40 cents. 
$35.00 per hundred. 

















Clarke’s Organ Voluntaries, $1.50. 
Batiste’s Organ Voluntaries, 2.50. 


CLARKE’S 


REED ORGAN COMPANION. 


A valuable, useful and brilliant collection of 
Exercises, Airs Songs and Pieces for Reed 


Organs. Price $2.00, 
STRAUSS DANCE MUSIC, VIOLIN & PIANO, $1.00 
WINNER’S PARTY DANCES, - o 76 
WINNER’S VIOLIN AND FLUTE DUETS, 1.00 


CLARKE’S 


DOLLAR INSTRUCTORS. 


For Reed Organs. For Piano. For Violin. Useful, 
Cheap, lnstructive Books with Exercises 
and numerous attractive Airs for 


practice. 

@@ Sold by all the principal musio-dealers. Sent 

post-paid, for retail price. 

OLIVER DITSON & CO., CHAS. PB. DITSON & C0., 
Boston. Til \tr"dway, N.Y 


| 





The Speller’s Vade-Mecum. 


WEBSTER’S 


Pocket Dictionary. 


Abridged from Weheter's Quarto, illustrated 
with pearly TWO HUNDRED Engravings. This 
volume embraces a careful selection of more than 
18.000 of the most important words of the lan- 
guage, and contains 


TABLES OF MONEY, WEIGHT & MEASURE, 


ABBREVIATIONS, 


WORDS, PHRASES, PROVERBS, &C., 
from the Greek the Latin and the Modern Lan- 
guages, RULES FOR SPELLING, &c., making the 
most Complete and use ul pocket companion ex- 
tant [t ix beantifully printed on tinted paper, 
and bound in Morocco, Tucks, gilt edges $1. For 
Sale everywhere. Seut by mail on receipt of the 


price. 
“TVISON, BLAKRMAN, TAYLOR & CO. 
Publishers of Webster’s School Dictionar‘es, 
21-4] 138 & 140 Grand St., New York. 











VOICE OF GOD 


Anew and waluable Sook of absorb- 
ing interest. Itisa Complete Compen- 
dium of Sacred History, Biography 
and Chronology. It contains all the 
Historic and Legendary Lore of the 
Ribie, Biographical Accounts of its 
Patriarchs. Prophets, Priests, Kings 
and Heroes. Aliso the occurrences of 
Foar Hundred Years. from the last of 
the Prophets to the birth of Christ (not 
found in any other single volume). A 
royal octavo of 800 pages, embellished 
with numerous handsome engravings. 

Liberal terms to Agents. 


Millers’ Bible and Publishing House, 


13-18 1102 & 1104 Sansom St., Phila. 








REV. DR. SPEER’S NEW BOOK. 


JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


God’s Rule “” Christian Giving 


A PRACTICAL ESSAY ON 


THE SCIENCE OF CHRISTIAN 
ECONOMY. — 


i6mo, Cloth, Price, 75 cents. 








JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1834 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘amonth to A ents, everywhere. Address 
Exce.siok Mra. Co., Buchanan, Mich. 
J {16-8 











GET THE BEST: 


“JOYFUL SONGS, 


BY JAMES R. MURRAY, 


Author of “ Pure Diamonds,” 


Is the largest, best,and most popular Sunday- 
school Music-book. Send 35 cents for specimen 
copy. Price, in boards, $30 per hundred. Soild 
by most book-sellers. 








Brainard’s Musical World. A monthly 
Magazine. Each number contains 36 pages of 
choice new music and interesting reading. $2 
year. Sample copy, containing $2 worth of music, 
sent on receipt of 25 cents. 


4a@- Our large and compiete Catalogue of music 
and books sent free to any address on application. 
FOR SALE BY 
GARRIGUES BROS., Philadelphia. 


$. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
Music Publishers, 


14-13] CLEVELAND, OHIO. 





Beautiful French Oil Chromos, size 9x14 
mounted ready fdr framing, sent postpaid 
fo ONE DOLLAR. randest 
chance ever offered to Agents. For Tacks 
ulars send cane. Aesoes F.P.G 


New Ledlord, 


BUSINESS CARD 


From the Pubjisher, 


To Supt’s & Teachers: 
who are engaged in 








Life Insurance, 

Fire Insurance, 

Sewing Machines, 

Book Publishing, 

Merchandising, 

Manufacturing, 
or any and every other calling to which public 
attention needs to be directed : 

Do you, in arranging your advertising, realize 
the fact that The Sunday-School Times is the only 
weekly paper that reaches, with its large circu- 
lation, many of the very patrons whom most of 
all you wish to know, and that in serving your- 
selves by using our columns as the medium, you 
will also aid in sustaining your own valued 
paper, The Times? 

Respectfully, 
JOHN WANAMAKER. 











THE 


The Sunday-School Times, 
Is 


Full to the Brim, 








every week, with 
































Pure, | Rich, Fresh, Wise, 

o) ern Sond Warm, 

Bright, | sound, | Sensible, | Mopetu 

Happy, | Right, | Lively, Cheery, 

Loving, Racy, Solid, | Winsome, 
Good, | Hearty, | Royal, Helpful 
| “RHADIN Go. 


(Send for Sample Copy.) 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(CASH IN ADVANCE.) 





Single Copy, (one year), $2.00 
Pastors ‘¢ “6 1.50 
Superintendents, ¢ 1.50 
CLUB RATES; 
Ten Copies, «6 17.50 
Twenty ‘* és 30.00 
Thirty “ s¢ 37.50 
Fifty hd ss 60.00 








